——- 


7 »< hw.” wi; ao 


«. Fay 


_— 
ta a ne < oat 4 


| Tobaz, Verſe 29. 
And He ſhalt fave the humble Perſon, 
ot Ti S's Morne __— (647) BD 
The third Edition, | 


LONDON, 


Printed - T, Cates for Andrew (Crookegand | 
Philip Nevill, 1640, 


B83 dit? 


:f18,5/\001 \ wr nb 


\ oa n : . 


Vt 


= WR 
VOIP an, PS 


SovLEs HVMILIATION. 


| "Luke L5.Verl. 1441 5$,16,17718,8&c, 5577 
14, And whinhehad ſpent al, there aroſe ſen mightis 
rnlvts th pert 4n _ i "B 
I5. went and jognedbimelfe to a cirizen bat 
country,-audhe ſent him in10 bit fields to feed end | 
164d be, would faine —_—_— his belly with the 
buckes thit the ſwine did eate: and n0man gave thou wit. = 
io him, Jz .- "87 
' 17. Mud when he tame to bimfelfe, he ſaid, How " "TOM 
hired ſervants in my Fathers bouje have bread exo ugh, » - 8 
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brine it is tive the 


Iz up, and ail the crook might 
| Araphi, | abd/ all hae tins; mi ve AY 
#, —_ that there may be a way 
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bu andance of mercy, 
ire merit in Chr yer leſ unlefſe the Soule 
be fu and cnabled+ rien f fanh;"to lay 


© boldypon Chriſt; bee A never receive oe 


biw, behis. flities if 
Hour LT ſo Lee oi Tour ah mA 3p por ay 


ſent to prepare The way, that all thoſe mountaſbes 
of pride might be laid | NT hg "g theditches filled 


Chriſt. The 
my nigenC come: Now won avs 
rein Chyi Oe there arc 
- id ſtourneſſe of Heart, 
$29d devices, which 


ines of. pride 


| | w1 
| the anlngprinl reafon of many luſts it 


hiring and preparing, is.nothin id the 
takir away of thar knottie knarline of the beart 
_ £ ee. and 21! ſuch curſed corruptions, thas 


by doore may be ſet (EPEDs: and. tht Deingdeces- 
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bumbled ; I ; for bumiliation ates: away 
ficiencie fromthe ſouledy companion :the Lord'! 
breakesthe heart, and weariesit with ſinwe, andhon / 
the ſoule will beno more drufike,nor looſe,nor ie, 
no more fooliſh, wn mack nor hating 

roma ney pr more fal weights: 375 


—| hich - 15 ready:ro ſhelter ora 
ie ad by Oh RG her thinkes ro get ſome ſuccour” 
and comfortthhis'> vn ſoule. News as fin ſhall fiot ' 
rule inthe heart; (Gthe Lord willmakethe [irigſes 
cir wharſoe) hee Hath anddoth; Ean'neve 


that hi | . 
: EE is = with a: b # ſec 
-aridrefts it ſelfe | 
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family,and forſake his ſinful practiles,and to.angi-! 
fie the Lords day, and take keupnew.courles, hethinks 
they'big bim+o bis laſewon by that time che -Lord 
hath taken away this let , and burthened, the Soule 
marvellous extreamely, am faith, is.ir well that. you 
livein drunkennefle,and incovetouſneſſe,in cheating) 
in !ying,and thelike, then take your. fins and get you.: 
downe ro hell with them thus the Lord is forced to. 
breake the heart: then a pore finger begjos to-ſee. 
where new he is, and now mY Haus, and is ; his-trae, - 
thenTamthe moſt miſergb turecunder beaven,. 
and except I beotherwilc bk ood for me- 
ifI [NT benny this Hoe 54a 
negle @ at Tore, a9: Len 
brethren what Ons 0  doewe have been beenthus and and _w 
bug if, we xeſt here itwillbe our ruin, «ob, - 
ſballwedog. Thus ole, comes tofreſt»: 
eedillike of & Gt 209 I muſt cither be 0-1 
therwiſe;,orel{c;hamburadam 2 Man forevers. i”) 
honyin ſoule.is thus reſoly 
ceſſtie change, & there 15ng.dallying 1 ih.the] 
norwich n vimEls, | chis;heart mauſk, , 
this courſe muſt beamended, When, px. oy 
muſt change, Gs alt ins.t0 improveall.mmcancs.to a 
if he cao poſhbly En y his owne 
his meanes uſing, as if i Xrg09g! =P 
cannat'my wit.compgfle it; a PH 
worke itand ay £4 fafully 
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doth elloufly. 7. ctofſe-and hinder the works T7 
Faith, fox this.isthe narure _ goes ourofit 


—_ air falls ans of Gods m 

meerly goes ae for fuccotr. Now rr 

without, and.itto ſecke for luffici- 

lſEnhels two Gofor fland | 
adother 


wp Thus 

priviledges;and: _ 

that a manmuaſiuſe theſenomeons, buy 

reſtup« din {reoggh tolelp- im- 
felfe withall, 


bold locks 2+1t 
made rhe flonmericn imganother, SD the 


Squle;beipgeute pt fopes fr fin;thanHumiiaei 
it; and makes it be: ingrefting. ines Clif 
'Thus,you rae OY ab{oluceyl neceſſary.” 


-But w! ous HumiPotigp! of heart:> [Ttis thus Whar Humili. 


(earch made; daſpaires #tion is. | 
het [ helpe = it Nel han te dntboordefpairect” 
Gods mercy, but of all help from himſelfeand hb» _ 
mits himſclfe wRalY God, rhe foule-rikes fale- 
bay falls.under the. power; of loſus Gbrifkand.ivcont 
Tocco give ile heſethreep b 
p this Gert rea pars 
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' be harlyit; and gone hes, and he hath 


Balti fnderehar is now-wourded 126d appr 
fofne ſuccor 


henſiveof kisoiynmilcry ariakes ourfo! 
and remedy elſe-where;buthe doth riot 
Secotidby, whenheyſehi'allmeahes 


5toChriſt. 


' he 
ſecthno helpe atall, nay;heurrerly deſpaires' of fire © | 


ſuccour fromhimlſelfe br from the creature. 
:' Then the foule defþairing of all ſuccour inhimſclfe 
# falsdownearthe Throne of fith;ifthe 
Lordwwilt damnehimftie'may,and ifhe will fave him 
he may, whichas rag as ſee, burhe tefolves 
towaite upoi God for heefii its himſelfe 
tothe Lordjaidis conitentt be z his diſpoſing 
- For rbe/firft part hn Son, pert et that'rhe'$0 
ſcekethi for remedy elfe.where;z 
This'isexpreſt here trithe x5,verſe _ ;h 
The Prodigatl would needs have his Purriohand' 
would not everbea flave inhis fathers fam re 


when all was there 'fell a | 
Landzand what did he then? He on hot n 
anymwore as he had done, becauſe Povemtic | 
kim'inthis kindebuthe tures good hiigbai 
 contenttoule any meanes for his maintenafice; and 
| he would make hard ſhift before hewould go s £0 


i * coli Farherandeherofor he jopneshinelrgy Ci 


Thi Protgntl ine eng piſtre of xerypacre di 
This all isa true picture 

ftreſſed Gnneothes hath fires Sie Log a at 
laſt when the venome of ſirie 
pierce his ſoule,and he is famiſhe 


me ſorrow A” at 26 and he 29 Wes. 
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coſcorch and. 
fot want of Gods  - 
favour;and che wrath of God purſues him, and a de- 


20G ; 


x6 husband 
he 


Won bonne ſine any more but it berakes ir ſelfe 
cohgnagees Praying,tnd ro-other duties crdinario 
Cs front Jos theſe ic thinkes tobe ab-- 
ceaured. the beſt ofGods Saims 


theſe Ie muft hetreand 
ED == 
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Wake: Sonnregifiotirys ond ho 


ih d fa, burthels us from 
here k the nature; of| nor 
os Saviour ro himſelde;-he ſerdps fer foie 
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noCaraibeibut theGentiles which did not ſeeke ir 
romettworkes ofthe Law,'they got ittas ifhe had: 
ſaidzwhenthss, ſaw. theirangiiiſh'and trouble then” 
they feliupontb ſs Unties of hearing and praying 
and- faſting, and: they thought rhatwas enovgh in 
conſcience, 2nd:bers'theyroockeopthorfiand:this: 
is to cleave to a man ofthe-Gontiey/ And the fime 
| Rom+,49,9, © AfoRle faith;chey telnp ignorant of the Righteouſ> 
= nefle of God, (Gughtro eablith themſelves intheir 

|  Owne Righteouſneſle,&c:this they wil hoot Fate 
# teyontdreftamiererticy would tic: common, 
experience” wermnaylRefe, #take'a peotefinher that. 

| hath beeneſoundlyawvakendt if the rice of his own. 

vileneſle,: what istheground ofhis hope'> Oh, faith” 


henow the Watlbis well amended with-the, and I 
havaiot bee y yeares, and Thave per- 
2S'if that wou e 

for happineſſe from 7tnans 


| Hoſeas.13, EpbutrguolaertEpbiatw {hw biswound andhis ficke- 
nefle; themwhb went to Aſhurand to King 7aribbe, that 
hedid 
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ſervices, andthinkes'by-his wits — or. ſome' 
ſuch-hke matters £9 ſuecour'it- elſe; 'and it begins'to/ 
ſay my:bearing and my; prayer, &c.-will»nor:theſe 
fave:me > Thus the ſonle.in conclution reſts mntheſe 
duties; Though theſtqhiticsbeall good; honourable 
TUM Ea, ma. 9 2tz!tableofthem- 
ſelvesto faveus,butthey arethe Qrdiniances of :Gad 
thatleadeus toGad, yerthey:cannot give ſalvarionto 
any thatreſts vuporthem-; Iniwche nature of a finful 
hetre-Comaktthe moatiesas meritorioustofalvitiong 
yet miſtake me not,theſeduties muſt behadanduſed, 
bus-till aman muſtinottayghere!:.aman will uſchis | 
bucket;burbeexpetswarct from-the: Well:-theſs | 
meanesare the Buckets, bur all aur: comfort; andalt 


aur lifeand hep yon you may zifyou ſay'your 
you; you. may-ſtarve for-thirt if 


no mepthe wal for water: #0; 
Nie Id of ales 4 anti fete cog 
atidg, your '0 
and nc good Tees Mo oncofabels tringy — 
Chriſt, you ſhall-die: forthisfl;tchorgh joarmorkes 
weredstheworkes of an. AngelLo:: -:- M2 NOCK NOLI 
Butwby doth the ſoule ;ſegke:for-fuecour from t 
{clfe, and will notgoe out te Chuilt 3.15 ; 
- The-firſkreaſotis, becauſethe inner beidigeon- 
ceivednogyraro be in Chrifu.our ofalibpiiteof fi ;. Rfin( id - 
dares yo be ſaproud:zs to thinks thin he ſhatkhuve. | 
any faygurat Gods Hands, fortheſinrier beirg'#sow Y 
overyhelmedwith rt un death; and! ep. ne 
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che pardon of them, and God being angry againſt 
Lin divdeetariekeriaconkdenconolcdiCoier- 
mUlwrathof the Almighty againſt himand befaith; 
becauſe I have deſpiſed yt and abuſed: Mercy, 
how dareiappeare before: Gods Juſtice z forfeare 
' Jaltice conſumeme andrexecure vengeance upon me, 
 andthereforerhe ſouledares notyer venture ro come 
| before God:and hence iris that the {oute ſaith,canT 
nat rate fome courſtofmy-ſelfe and doe iewithour: 
Chriſt? Maſt I oeedes goe and heare > Certainly the: 
word will cohdemne:and muſt T needs gre and con- 
fefſe my finne? What ſhall I; a Revell © obliiiera 
Prince 3 to-come before him; it is the nextiway co be- 
aGecued: and bhaveifonte throwne upon: me, 
As a MalefaRor willdevi #hift rhatbee'may” 
not come before the Judge ; ſowhile the ſoule may 
have ſome ſuccolirfrom hinaſetfeand the fiaffe is in 
ry rs vo Por hewould wit- 
doe anything forh 5 bur for the foule- 
ſalvation our ofhis owne reach, 'and 3d rap 
the affe our of his owne hand and to hang his fa 
tionupon Gods _rna-yry "cots loves andmer- 
o (as yet) hee was never perfwaded of, 
very hard, and the heart "is marvellous ſhie and 
carefull in this; and ﬆ is with the- heart'\in this. 
kihde as A&hſbeadh faidyothepeople of Thrael's 2f you 
ſoy rames 6 nor thit be, whoſe: Hlttsr you have brokew 
downe, &c.| Thus her labored ro-plucke 'away the 
bearrs of this people from truſting inthe Lord : "The 
foule inthis kinde atd ſhrinkes in 
the apprehenſion of bis owns vijencſſe, and{aith is 


= Es have youotfended him And' doe 


Oh' this is-. 
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was very'peeviſh' and keene and yet his he 
werethe Alters of Idols, but the ule th 

it ſelfeand marvellous truly - when aMiniſtet would 
perſvade a mari. to: goe to Heaven for Mercy, 


the fonule beginnes to Cuba thus with ir felfe 
and ford, Chal repaireto God ? Ohthars my crow- 

dic hahenm— 

cic, and patience 1 have abuſed ? and is nor he the 

faint + Ob wi it tr ca Tres 

me 2 Oh, with what face can I 
a 4 pry lh Lag I looke | an 
mercy.from-him,. I have wronged his 


juſtice, and 
can his-juſticepardon me*? I haveabuſed his mercy, / 


andcankis mercie pitie me? what, ſuchawretch as | 
Jam; If I bad never enjoyed the meanes of mercy, I | 


DS areal fome plea formy ſelfe,bur ob, I have / 

and have trampled the bloodof ? 
Chrift andcanF for anymerey? | 
RO, NO, I:ſeethe wrath of che Lord incenſed againſt | 


me, andthass alithar i looke fors the ſoule rather de | 


ſes rhe monncainesro fall wpos him, tharbee may 


gear God whoſe juſtice, and mer- | 


never appeare befare/God, Nay, Thave obſerved : 


this inexperience. Iathehorrour ofhearr, the foule 
dare; ſcarcereade the word of God, and-for feare hee 
ſhould reade his! owne neck-verſe} and-hee dare nor 
pray, for feare his prayers be turned into ſinne,and » 
increaſchis.j thus the fouleoot ofzh 

of finne dare not feeke-om'to che Lord, and 

fore it wiltuſe enythifeww helpein ſelfewichour mY 
ma; God. 
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"ourrq Cheifk for fuccounjristhis.pecauſerhemayſie- 


\-ries oflife and ſalvation through: Chriſtare: not yet 
-madeknownetothe:Soule,theSoule beingyercon- 


ſidered, as barely. brokenand wearied: with:the bur- 
.then'sf finne: Let me fay as the Apoſtle doth, the 
new andiiving way in Chrik,: is not yet revealed to 
the ſoule, and it is not yet ſet openibefore his Eyes, 
though it ſhall be revealed;taking itas inthis preciſe 
conſideration onely prepared for Chriſt; Nay,thoſe 
ſupernaturall Truths, hamely; That the ſouls muſ 
liveby another mans life, and be made holy by ano- 
thers flolineflc, and be fantfied by  anothers _ſpirir, 
| theſc are not yet revealed; theſt Loeexceedeburcore 
,xupt --nature,:. Adams after his fall:could' not. have 
Found out this way, ifthe Lord had nat revealed ir; 
'Hadnotthe Lord Teſus-Chrift that eame fronrahe 


2» Reaſom, | 


knowne, wee had -never hethe acqmintedewith.ir.3 
thereforethe ſoule carinor cometo Chriftupon theſe 


_ termes.Asour Savioar faith, No man hath aſcended up 


10 heaven, but: hee that came downe:from:heawen. Now, 
this pocre.diftrefſed finnerasyergiuiltie.af his ſinne, 
and yet not ſeeing ayway.tevealed; and-notablero af- 
cend into this heavenly: myſteric, becauſe it ſcerh n» 
better-way, any it ſelie-to theſe:duties, that 
may.bedone by. bis owne, ſtrength iwichour ſeeking 
to: Chrift.: 971 GITHD 9G 219% 521 21 27691 70! ,1 ed 4 

Becauſe fora.man to be:able, and-to.have_a power 


and principle of life, to performe dutics of bimſclfe, 
and topleale Gad ot bimlelfe, it was oficepoffible 
inthe time of mans innocency ; Adam hdd it, and hie 
might have procured Gods favour, and bave kept the 


Law, 
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Law,and have bceneblefſedby the Law, becauſethe 
Lord hadgivenhima ftocke in himſclfe, and made 
'himable ta.doe it of: himſelfe; and wee retaine thus 
much of 44»; nature, weeare loath toliveof:ano- 
ther, but we would faine be as able todoe duties as 
Adam was:And it is with every naturall man as it 
is with: Sazzpſon: hee had once Sacramehitall haire, 
and: therefore when any/Temptation came; he- did 

ſhake himſcfe; and:was able to breake ſtrong cords, 
and tro overcome his enemies, and when bis baire was 
gone, he went out as at other times, and thoughtto 
doe ashe hid done; bitrthe Spirit of God was gone 
from him: So;becauſe Adam: bad puwerof himiclfe 
royecld exa& obedience and to pleaſe God, a natu- 
rall man makes an offer of this ſtill,and would bedo- 
ing,and he;goes out and"ſhakes himſelfe, and faith, 
cannot my wit and \— 7 29; and my.g00d mea» 
nings, and my priviledges {ave rhe, and: ſatisfic di- 

vine Juſtice, muſt. rhe guilt. of ſinne (till lie upon 
me. Thus the ſoule would give content to God by 


bis owne ſtrength;as it iswith a man that hath beene-- 


arich Chapman, andhath hada faire ftocke, but is 
now decayed, it is hard to bring downe the pride of 
this mans heart, hee is loath-to bea-Journey-man 2- 
-gaine, he will be trading, th ir is/but for pinnes: 
Sothe Lord put aſtocke into Adams hand, and he 
turned bankrupt yand yet we will betrading; here for 


.a company of poore beggerly-dutics, dea 1; prayers, 
De bearingbante ak this will be ſ6fheient, 
-This is the diſpoſition-of the ſoule naturally ; So,the 
iſſherofthePointis thus much's if the foule through 
thegailrof fine dare nor appeare before God,and it 


knowes 
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"kn>wes not how to comets God, in, and throught a 


Aediator ; and in regard of 4doms innocency, itnce- 


1.7. 


An uſe of in-; 
ſcugion, 


ded not to goe-out toanother, for any poweranid 
\firengrb,hence it is thatthe ſoule wil-invent any way, 
& takeupany courſe rather than come to Chriſt,bur 
allthe former truths are true, and therefore fill this 
turnes the heart to deale with God in this manner. - 
Here you — opinicnof ſom: 
-menprevailes much, and y reftupon 
| ownegood works, becauſcrheir hearts give ſuchen- 
rertainemcntto it: itisold Adars nature; and every 
-man feekes it, bur if ever God:draw you hometo the 
ſecond Adam Chriſt Ieſus,he will draw you fromthe 
firſt Adaw, You wonderto fcea of poore 


ogy arr their comfort upon what they can | 


will patterovera few s, 'it may be 
mga hg too; itis caſte to it. —_— 
cakes a manchugire way to himſelfe in it; and no 
wonder though his bowed is prepared for this way 
when it comes. 
Bur for inftru@ionfor our ſelves. Doth the ſoulc 
ſeeke out: ——_——— it cometotbe Lord 
God 2 and Lord TIcfusChrift > and: will che 
Lord Ieſus fpare,and fuccour a povre fintier when he 
comes ? then heare,and ſte, andadmiteat the good- 
neffe ofthe Lord, that ever the Lord ſhou{d vouch- 
fafetogiveentertainementtoa poore finner when he 


hath made ſo many ours. If he come home never fo - 
late, the Lord receives: him when he comes. Isnct 


"this mercy,that when we have been rov 


ing.heareandthere, andwe have x nos 
that way ; and never thought of Chriſt, nor a8, 


in reremy, Where are thy Gods (ſazth the Lord) that thau 
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The 8onles Humiliation, I7 : 


nor of his blood >'l ſay, is nctthis admirable mercy, 
that the Lord Chriſt, ſhould receive us when wee 
comezyea though we come to him laſt of all > Hee 
may deale withus juſtly, as he didwich the people 


ha't made thee, let them ariſe if they cax belpe thee in the ler.2.az. ) 
time of thy troubls, for according to the number of thy ci= 
ties are thy gods, ob Tudah. The people made Idols and 
ſerved them,and when the time of trouble came, and 
all their gods failedthem,thenthey came for ſuccour 
to the Loxd,and would faine ſhelter thernſelves under 
his wings; Nay, ſaith the Lord,go to your gods that 
you have loved, and letthem helpe you, as if he had 
ſaid unto them,doe you cometo mee in the day of 
your diftrefle, nave you honoured and worſhipped 
your Idols,muſt they have all thehonour,and I have 
all the burthen, get you home to your Idols, and let 
them ſuccour you. Ohthinkeofir and wonder. So 
the Lord may juſtly deale with us ; we that reſted 
hereupon our good , and our ; hearings, and: 
faſtings, and yet whenall theſe prevaile not, butithe 
zilt of ſinne remaines, and wounds the conſcience 
ſtill,and at laſtwe are forced to looke upto the Lord 
Eefus Chriſt,and to ſay,cxcept the Lord Telus Chrifts 
bloud purge theſe filthy hearts of ours weſhall ae; 
ver have helpe, and -good Lord be mercifullto uwus.; 
Did youreft in theſe, becauſe there was no (pd' in 
Iſrael, and no mercy inthe Almightie, that you have 
reſted upon your priviledges 2 Goe then { may:the. 
Lord fay ) doe you come tome tobe-faved and futs' 
coured > goe to your meritorious workes now, {et 
them cheere your heart, and pardon your finnes and 
513 nx. hh comfort 
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The Soules Humiliation, 


© 'comfort you, for I will not ſuccour you at all. It 


were juſtwith the Lord to dea!e thus with us, be- 
cauſe wegive him the leavings,and come laſt to him, 


| But heare is the wonder of mercies, that whenſoever 


we come, hee caſts us nor off, yet if wee would bnr 


- cometohim, and leavetheſe broken reeds, he would 


receive us : Tet returnetome (ſauh the Lord: ) as if the 
Lord had ſaid, you ſay that all that you'can doe will 
not ſuccour you, you have plaid the adulterers with 
many lovers, yetat laſt come home'to mee, and be- 
leeve in me, and ſettle ;your hearts upon my mercy, 
and whatſoever your weakenefſe and rebellions have 


beene,/Ewill fave and ſuccour you. 


The ſecond uſe is for Exhortation, ſecing it is ſo, 
that we are ready to ſeek for ſuccour and reliefe from 
our ſelves,then let this make us watchfull againſt this 
deceit of our hearts. Yer I doe nor diſhonour theſe 
ordinances,bur I curſe all carnall confidence in theſe. 
You cleave totheſe poore erly dutics,and(alas) 
you will periſh for hunger:the devill knowes this ful} 


well andthereforehe will ſinke your hearts for ever. 


Iz4.s didfo,ahd hell is full of' bearers, and diſlem- 
blers, and carnall wretchbes, that neyer had hearts to- 


feeke unto Chriſt intheſe duries,and to ſee the value 


ofa Saviourin them, The devill flides intothe hears 
this way unfuſpetedand unſeene, becauſe he comes 
under @ colour of duties exactly verformed; but now: 
in chatthe devill labours to cheate us of health and 
ſalvation} wee ſhould be ſo-much more watchfull;- 
Fhis'isthe ſtone that thouſands have ſtumbled ar;- 
yea| many that have gone a-great way, in theway of 


kfvand ſalvation, For howſoever, the ſoule that is; 


truly: 


\ ” 
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truly broken cannot be ſatisfied without a Ctrift,yert 
be- ir may be much hindercd from commingte Chriſt : 


im, bur thoſe that are not ſoundly broken and wrought 
Ver upon by the work of contrition,they are dawbedup, 
bne and come to ruine and 'deſtrution for ever. VVhen 
uld the Soule lies underthe hand of God, and under his 
the ſtroke, and a man ſeeth his drunkenneſſe, and his baſe 
4ll contempt of God, and his grace.and all his finnes gre 
th- preſented before him > Oh,then he yoweth and prq- 
)E- miſeth cotakeup a new courſe, andevery man will 
CY mend one, and he begins toapprove himſelfe in the 
ve reformation of the 'evils committed, and then hee 
05% neede doe no more, and now the Soule faith, well 
O, | nowl ſe the juſtice of Godis provoked,and I ſee 
m | now what finne is, and what the danger of it is,I will 
is have no more drunkennefſe, now I will be s fober 
le ' manand now no mote ſoollhig and ſcorning at thoſe 
b that goe to heaze the Word , Twill attend upon the 
Fi good Word of God my ſelfe, and by this time hee 
N thinkes thus.> Vhat can- you ſay againſt me > what 
. can'l doe more > to heaven I muſt; all this is but a 
mans ſelfe. Its true, this isthe way, and theſe are the 


very meanes, butall rheſe cannot procure the pardon 

of one ſinne,if hego no further, We have many ſuch 

trials : I have knowne many that have done 

workes, but neverhad a thought of Chriſt, and never 

expectcd ſalvation from him, and thus they fedupon 

he huskes : and then the deyill faith, you pray,” and 

re, and doe duties ; ſo did 1«44 and many others 
are now in hell,thenthe heart ſeeth his vileneſſe, . 

and he is: driven to a deſperate deſpaire, ſo thar no 

Miniſterunder heaven isableto comfort him, buthe 
aT GC 2 goes. | 
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goes away with rhe huske ofduties, but Chriſt who 


1sthe fubſtance of all,and the pith of a promiſe is for- 
gottenard a Chriſt in hearingand a Chriſt in prayer 
15. not regarded,and therfore he famiſheth for hunger. 
| Now ſ{cerhe ſucceſſethat the Prodigal! found,the 
caſe is cleare, be found no reliefe at all. No man gave 
unto him : his hungry ſtomacke was not belies, 
1d his wants were not relieved;{o that now the ſoule 
ofthe pooreman (ipkes unrecoverably in his miſery, 
And that be doth thus, cerſider two phraſes, firſt 
inthe 16. verſe, zo wan gaveunto him. Not, that no 
man gave him hoskes, for be that fed the ſwine might 
have fed himſelfe, hut the meaning is, noman gave 
him mans meate, if hee might have had mans meate, 
though never ſo poore and meane, he ivould have 
beenecontent, but go man did give him, andiherice 
followes. the phraſe inthe 27 verſe. How many hired 
ſervants inmy faibers bouſe bave bread envugh, and I die 
for hunger, It was not becauſe be had no huskes, but 
becauſe he had no bregd, as if he bad ſaid, perifh I 
ſhall, Iſeeno ſuccour z nay,l looke for none, may 
ſhuffle on here for a while, | but if 1 lay here Iam a 
dead man. This comgytion of the Prod: 
the ſecond paſhge di{cription of Humiljati- 
on; So the Deetrine' Wen bence isthis:! | : 7 
 [Thebroken hearted ſinner finds | na/belpe 5 nay, bee hath 
zo. bope to receive any belpe from bmaſelte in the matter 
of. juſt ficati 0s | Ev 'U48831 
You, ſee the ground of the Point is cleare 5'The 
Citizen relieved him not; but hee gives himſclfe'as 
oft, and faith; Lcannot helpe my felfe,and no man 
wall ſ:ccour me, and therefore I periſh for hunger.” 
L, | | This 


gall,diſcovers 


| — — 


The Foules Humiliation, 


This isthe ;pictur of /a Soyle that is: familthey fot 
want of the femſe-of Gods: favoitr}(though kee-uſe 
meanes; ' and heareth and prayerb, 'and:faſterhs yer 
he finds no: good, andno ſound comfortiinalltheſe: 
notthat amanmuſtnot uſe theſ&:rmeanes,burhe muſt 


_ not reſt tipontheſe':1 a'marmmrſt nor thiake that hid 


bucket canquench his thirſtz but! be fercherhwatet 
from the fountaine- witviro So; theſt duties areas 
the buelac,a mah may fankiftrforal{theſe:duries,un} 
lefſe he &0eto'the' Fountaitie of Grace; amd parion, 
and mercy, and -inthenſe bf alttheſerfcoatieede' of 
Chriſt, and goe to God fora Chriſtbythem3thoſe 
meanes muſt be ufed,burthefe canhotbefaviodis of - 
him, theſe meanes muſtbe. uſed |tor bring timed a 
Chrift, yet they cannot ſave him without, a Cheaft; 


What was ſpoken temporally: co Epby aiin,) it is twue Hoſea 5.124 


of the. Soule ſpititually | 5\YWhen Zpbraine faw:his 
wound and'his {icknefle, be wentto 4b and King 
Tarib; burthey could nor -helpe\ him, -mor-cure\his 
wound: Tris true, this 'Textmainely aitniesata tems 
poralldeliverance, butthismay drawusto conſider: 
the ſaccefle that 2/paoietSoulker findes/inflixduries;: 
refling npontherm WW honaipoore foule'is brokenin 
the ighrof his ſirdneandweatyof it; he fends downe 
to prayer and hearing, ant the1ikez bur. cheſs cannot 
ſuccourim witheun! Chriftzand therefore the Pro 


phet Eſay faith Why lay you out your muney- for ebar;,. .. .: 
which nochread, #6, The Loiddroomtsrhepdities * 


of his fanthfull ſervants gr od labour, iabttimoutd nor 
have them lay it out forxhatwhichiznotibeado-Adb 
the profirs that may-inricb a'man; tundra} theFo- 
nours that may advance a man; nay, llthe privi- 

C 3 ledges. 
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Phil,3.5,6-7. | 


lodgesthara manhath ;.2s VVord, Sacraments, and 
Ordi zandthara i min is baprized, and harh of- 
ren yures.4 Lords Table; theſe come ne farcher 
thanthe very bare huske; if they goeng farther, and 
have notatieyeto thei: Saviour 3 theſcrare no; true 


| breadzthe homorofheartcannor-be quictef, nor his 


finnes:pardoned, barely by theſe duties doing : the 
meate of the ſoule, is or; the bare Word, aor. the 
bare Sactamentgbuta Chriſt in alicheſe ;þhis: is tlie 
propof 'the Soule > al} che bare duties inthe world 
cannot ſuccourus,ifwe reſt uponthem,withour juſti- 
fication t Chriſt. 

The Apoſtle Pasl, a learned Phariſee, and-aman 
ofanunblamcablelits, becauſe hee was zman; of a 
goodlife, ofthe Tribe of Benjamen,: and; a low cir- 
cumciſed the cighthday;z hee thought todoe great 
mitters, and hee t he bad done enough; "hes 
counted theſe his privitedges, gaine; VV har, learned 
Paul > reverend Panl; unblameable Pal ; What, not 
heegoe'to Heaven? hee counted theſe his greateſt 


gon ;as if he would lay down enoughupoiithe naile 


to purchaſe Heaven to bimſelfe:but theſewere ſo far 
Gem faving himf#hat hefound them tobe lofle, Thus 
you ſcethata diſtreſſed - finder finds himſelfe helpe- 
lefſe and hopeleſle,it regard of any ſufficient ſuccour 
inbimſelfe;, or thi-GanttteShegatwo ——_— than 


_ /thovery duty. 


Now tbe ſoule Grids that there is no. Caving ſuc- 
cour tobe had -in theſe duties barely : I ſay, he comes 
to _ by'theſethree meancs, 

frombis owne experience chat forcerh him 
to pon Ne it.. 


| Secondly 


' The: Soules- Humiliation: 


| Secondly, from the examples of others. .!: 

Thirdly, "The ſe of theevill haben upon 
him,makes-him ſee an utter inabilitieto receive any 
good from that which be doth. 

Firſt, From his owne /experience. Though he 
thought to takeupa new courſe,and to. eho- - 
ly dutics,andthought that without all.queſtion theſe 
would. ſave him, yet he findes now thattheſe will-nbr 
doethe deed, he bath no ſaving good-inthefe ; and 
that appeares: by theſe three parricilars. Firft,. 'Hee 
ſeeth that-the guilt of ſinne ſtillremainesg: tcbe Ju: 
{tice of God, being unſatisfied Rilkpurliiest! 
pray, and eare, and performe: many 
ties, as the Lord told the people; when they: 
harking for their owne comfort, and they —_ 

contentby rheir new: courſes. Yet: 


bo tels them, Though 1how waſh thee with Nitye, ant Ter.2.14: 


take thee much ſope, 8nd though thou uſe all meanes of re 
formation, yer thy ſinnes axe ſealedup, axd thy iniquitie is 
marked beforeme, It is with a, poore'finner asthe?P fab 

miſt faith of himſelfe: Wheiher ſhall I goe from thy Spi- x., 
rit, or whither fball 1 flie \from: thy _ if I aſcend 
up intobeer 'enthou art there, if I lie downe in bell thou 
artihers, if;d take the wings of. the morning and dwell in 
the. utnaſt parss of the Sea; even thuber ſhell: thy right 
hand leade XT..: $0 let a poore ſinner goe where he 
willand doewhat he can, the guiltof finwill ever be 
with him, it will lye dowre, and riſe up, andwalke 
with bim inthe way. His fins rewaine unpardoned, 
andthe wrath of God is notappeaſed:and hence it is 
that all his prayers, ate bur as ſo.many inditementsa- 
gaind him, and he-dare not read the Word _— 


0 pea I 39,7: 


—c 


T be S$riles"Runiliatiorn' 


he ſhould read his owne damaation. Nay, at every 
Sermon that. he heares, he ſeeth more vilenefſe in 
himſelfe, and\cvery Sacratnent'that he receives, in- 
creaſeth(not his comfort but)his h6rror; 8 hethinks 
thus with himfel Lord't have take m bane 
this day for [ comeunpreparedly, &the-Lord knows 
| = St ave andumbelceviog heart Lhave. - 
x Trove erg: guilrof ſinne canng&b be'removed 
F. by i his ſo his conſcictice camnotbe a 
by allthathedoth z if his heart be throvghly 
by the -Swordf the Law, ill conſcienevichtls zpiten 
zimjand warrells with him, and takes exceptions a- 
zain( —_ _— _ his duties, = farre they are 
2 yeelding any latisfatis ro G ,orfrom bring- 
_ mans his conſcience ; if heereft upon the 
bar peſonance of them,1 ſpeake of2 brokenhear- 
: \for rhe conſcience is now Eagle ted, it 
was full offilme,and ſcales before;but now it is open 
and Eagleeyed,and can pyal all his weakenefles, and 
. Picke rhatterof diſquiet, &Ve# in the> beſt of all his 
+ 5 adckas aredone.\ + __ ht them > 
fy ment, yet. now the heart is touched, 
bo Radeon fs akon andtecls him'of his barren- 
neſſe.anddeadneſle, androavi x *N 
deth pray, and how inſuffici 
therforehe dares not pray with bt 
ſcience faith tohim, you have formerly/e: 
ptayer : and now you cannot pray « And ati the 
Soule comes into the co Conſcience 
notes him, and when he goes 
nun hot "nar And bow unreve- 
os HR youll mend co the _—_— and how unwil- 
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ling was-your heart to bein ſubjetiontothe Vard, 
thus Conſcience becomes Gods Serjeant, and airh, 
doſt thou thinke that theſe will ſave. thee, 
Nay, they are rather a meanes to condemne thee, ſo 
heartlefle, fo'cold, and ſo dead hearted thou art in 
themzand is this bearing ſufficient to fave-thee: Nay, 
will not the Lord curſe thee for thy weake perfor» 
mance of theſe duties > Now the diſtreſſed Soule 
comes toa ſtand with it felfe; and hee ſeeth ſomuch 
weakenefle in his duties, that healmoſt leaves off all, — 
ſaying: I hadasgood notgoetothe Wand at all;for 
I profit not by it ;and I had as gaod not pray at all, 
as pray thus: deadly, and untowardly:thus the Lord 
drives the Soule out of himſelfe'y and when Conſci- 
encerhus picks quarreles with him, and faiths -will 
prayers - 0 duties ory ery ly per- 

ave:you 2. may not God juſtly con- 
found you for them? Ie ade mens tha? God 
d:d not confound you in hearing,and firiceyou dead 
in praying! and then Conſcience calls himin quiſtis 
on for his old finnes,.and faith; if God may cots 
demnerhee for theſe duties, and for theſe: 3 
Then what may God doeforthy-old | 
abd railing at good men;and good meanes2as the A 
poſtle ſaith, 7f conſcience © 9 x Godis. greater 11ohy 3.20,” 
thin one Conſciences, and” knowttly ail-thixgs 1 10, the > + 1 35 
Soule ſaith, Tknow thus much by my ſelte,but God 


knowes more. # SITY © 3's - 
*Thirdly,as the guilt of finne cannot be removed; 5+ 
not Conſcience quieted, In performance 


of dutics,if the Conſcience berruely inlightenedgfo 
in thelaft phace,the fin that ———_ poſſeſſion id 


the 


» 


= 
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The Soules Humiliation, 
the heart cannot be ſubdued bythe power of any 
performance that he doth.1 ſpeake ſtill of enertbat1s 
noryet ingrafted into'Chriſt : rebell againſt bis ſinne 
Hewill - bur kill it,and fubdue itthar be cannot: and 
hence 1 is, that the Lord lets in uponthe Soule 2 
great many infirmities, andaſwarmeof weakeneſſes 
thatare preſent with the Soule: and ſo he ſecthanut- 
ter inabilitie in himſelfeobelp himſelf againſtthems 
the one of theſe two things befalls him.-If he be a 


man of meane parts,and ſmall gifts, ke ſeeth himſelfe 


fo weake and {o unprofitableunder all meanes, that 
his Soulealmoſt finkes downe /in-deſperate diſcou- 
rapement; and when-he gets notbing by albtheduties 
thar hee doth he falls out: with himſelfe, and-pineth 
almoſt to:dcſperation. And if he bea manof great 
i parts and gifts, and learning,. and hath wiſedome to 
 canceiveofelifips; the Lord ſuffers many corrupti- 
ons tofall upon him:aud when! beicomes to humble 
; gn — faith, Iamable ——_ 
of this, 5 can hearegand T (OD, 
this beart of mine : a tnan hadias good nn. cond 
taine, as move my heart zthis hard beart will not tir, 
nor be bioken under all.and belped againſt theſe as it 


ſhould be. Now the Soule upon theſe termes iseven 


contentto leave offalland it þefalls the beart-inthis 


 \Gco.24.1 5:16 Cafe,as it did Hager; WWhenher bottle of waterwas 


fpeat,the caſt the child under-a tree,and fars far 
becauſe ſhe would not ſee the cilddiy foi ws 
the ſoules VVhen the bottles of theſe Saints,and ſran- 
tie ditties are done; the Sou'e fits downe in difcou- 
| and ſaith, Good Lord, irwilloever be;my 


| Souleftallnevetbe accepted,and my fins will never 


be- 
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The Soules- Hamiliaton. By. 


be pardoned, and the heart begins to reaſon thus 
with himſelſe, and faith, 1 have had as good meanes 
as everany-poore creature had, and many gracious 
friends have counſelled mee, and yet the guilt of my 
{ianes isever before minecies uy ye mms ir 
not yet quieted : Nay, theſe ſinnes, this blind minde, 
and this -hard — not.be ſubdued ; bur the 
Lord lefus Chrift:candge more-than thou, and the 
world too. The 'Lord 'WWſHſ make thee fee that chou 
ay: een othi = ED 
away theguilt of fin, and quiet thy Conſcience 
et] addin jos much he ſceth 
paſlage is this; as his owne experience 
nakes.the- Souls confeſſe rhat there is no hope of 
od in himſelfe;ſo theexampleofothers doth con- 
hrme abroken bearted ſinner inthis;that all thecreas 
tures19a the-world, and all the duties under Heaven 
without-C cannot purchaſe ſalvation ro the 
Soulezbecauſethe Soulenow ſeeth, and conſiders in 


come ſhort of perfetion;Many reprobates have had 
theſe priviledges as well as Gods people; and the 
Soulethinks thus with it ſelfe: If beautie,or honours, 
ortiches, might have purchaſed eternall life, then 
Pharaob, Abſolon, 2nd Nebuchadnezzar, ſhould have 


| beege accepted of Gad : therefore, What have I that 


many thouſands have not hadzand, What doe I that 
reprobates have not done, and yet for ought I know, 
1t never did them good? 1ſaac was circumciſed, and 
{0 was Iſhmaeltoo, Abel offered __ fice, ſodid Caine” 
dn Boxadty - Þ 9 tOOg 
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Eſay 58,2, 3 .. 
Pſal.1.39.3. 


$005 ad the ſtony ground receive the Word with 
' joy; and many there wete that waited upon God in 
the uſe of his Ordinances, as you may ſee inthe Pro- 
phet Eſay. Ahab faſted,and Tudasrepented, and yerhe 
1s adevill now in hell this - — Prophet Da- 


vid ſaith, If the Lord ſhould marke what is done a- 


| miſſe,who'could abide it ? there was enough in Da- 


vis prayers £© cotdemne him 5, and if all theſe tif 
thus, and much more thW@T'candoe ; Then why 
ſhould Ithink to find more helpe in my prayersthen 


| they did : thus the foule ſeeth that Gods people tie- 


. relying on Chrift. 


yer had Juſtification from any privil | 

enjoyed, nor from any dutics N etbey Ad, wither 
Thirdly, the grace of theevill which now the 

Soule fceth,atd thedeſperatemiſery wherein iris, is 


' ſo great,that.now ir finds amuter inabilitic, Thar all 
' the creatures under heaven ſhbufd ever remove the e. 


vill of it. Forthe ſoare that is made, aud thewound 


that isgivenby finneis broaderthanall the ſalve(rhar 


the creatures cat apply)is able:to-cover; The Word; 


Sacraments, Prayer, and duties cannot reach the e 


villthar lies uponthe heatt-in this particuſarz and 


this is conſiderable ; the meanes that:mult-comforg 
and quiet the heart in diftrefle muſt be able to beare 


thewrath of God,and to take away the venomeand 


yſonofthe wrath of the Alnighrie. Now, the 
Soule ſeeth that no creature can doerhis:rio creature 
can beate backe Gods wrath but ir will-fall;and: 


-hence it is that the Lord faith, hee tarh faid {Avation. 


Upon one that is mighty 3; there are mighty corrup- 
tos,and mightic indigaaticn,and mighty puilt,and 


, 


therefore 
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therefore the Lord bark id FT ens upon the 
mightic. Tr muſtbe more than a creahre,that muſt 
beare” or remove' the 'wrath of the Creator; '4s the- 
Text in; There is no ey name under heaven, w eby 
you can be ſaved but onely by Chriſt, Projet ith, there 
isno ſalvation in ferta the Sacramatusand Faſting 
fay, there is ho ſalvation inus ; there is ſalvation -in 
nootherbur in Chriſt. The other are ſublervient 
helps, not abſolute cauſes of ſalvaribn;, as the holy 
Prophet Teremy, moving the peoples defperare CON- ter. 3.23; 
dition and their miſery therein, ſaith, #»vaine is ſal 
vation ya for fromthe mountames,, hee had ſaidbe- 
fore inthe 22 verſe, Returne aparne, uh difobedremt chil- 
dren and I wittheale yourreblliows, and they anſwered, 
Behold wee come Lord, for chog art the Lord owy | God, and. 
invaine is { alyatiowboped for from the miiintaines': By 
apo the $ vegas IS Im>ve theFdols ſetup 
inthe hls, w &PO ewotfhipped,;and 
thought they were able to Ao ape thei, but in) the 
day of trouble Js ſaid, we come Lord, for invaine- 


is ſalvation ; for from the moancaine. goed | 
thou truſt in' ing, and nem or 

work« Fraert op Snekrer ets ep 

can candoethee no  unleffe with the cye of fai 


iſt for acceprance : 2 hui 
10A our p35 pr falvatiqn oy evermoſe: Then ga- 


ther up all : if the $oule ſecthby experience; thatho/ 
good wi will come bythefe, and jfexam cs Thew (o: 
Ef |  greatrelſe of the evillſhew'thatit is 


poſſible fe 
home tothe 


heart concludes this; DD tes br 
D: 3 


any cond Tani or DE wet be > tenthe 
io 
the: 


The Soules. Humiliation. 


V ſei. 


the deed; Teay have-all theſe priviledges, and per- 


Formeall che od yerſalvation isnotintheſe; 
4f1 rruſtio-rhep, there is ao, pardon in them, and no 


hope of redemption from them faich the Soule. The 
Scule doth notdeſpaireof algrogey ChriR,but the 
is compeld ,( a1 may lay with reverence ) to 


' weary.us from this.confidence in our ſelyes,and: from 


- 
{ ® 


eckjng any ſuccour from, our ſelves, that hee may 

makeus geetofhnis. 

- *.This 15-2 word. of Exhortation, You ſee that a 

' poore Soule findsnothing,and he hopes for no ſaving 

ſuccour from any meanes enjoyed, or duties, perfor- 
med, therefore wee ought to have our deſires. quick» 
ned, that ſincewe ſee the way, andthe duty required, 


we muſtnot reſt pon any thing here below, Since | 
'our hearts muſt be br 


ht tothis, and wee muſt not 
reſt upon the bare per ormance of holy duties, 
(though I doe not diſhonour theſe duties, but onely 
ipeake . againſt reſting upon them ) Oh; therefore 
firiveto comeunto this, it will make you ready for 
the riches of Gods mercy and goodneſſe in Chriſt 


by 


| Tefus. Let us have our hearts raiſed ye own, 


+ Spit and let us.plucke downe the foundations 
that we have had in priviledges, or ay ſervice done 
byusatany i IHR is that which above all th ings 
wemuſtdoezall the Sans of God have found this, 
from day to day, after ſcarchmade, then why ſhould 
we ſeeke for ſuccour from theſe ; I ſay, we muſt not 
negle& theſe duties, but we muſt nor reſt upon them, 
Be perlwaded to plucke,off the handle, of hope, from 
ofany thing thatwe doe,or any priviledge that God 
gives us. Let us doe what wemay, but yet gone wy 


heart 


- ————_— 


The Soules Humiliation. 


yond all that we cando.in this caſe;whenyour hearts 
are bankering aſter theſe crazieholds, tay them, and 
dcale by your hearts, as the Lord fometimes did 
with the people of I»des, Intheir diftreſſe, theydid 
not goe-to.the Lord, but ey went to- Egypr, and 

Nilwand therefore the Lord ſaid unto them : What ter.z 18. 
F aft thou 10 doe in the way of Egypt, to drinke downe the 

waters of Nilys? fe." Vbenthey were! thus ranging 
for their owne reliefe.intbe time:oftheirtroubleithe 
Lord:(asit were) calls after them, and faith, youwill 
downeto Egypt, VVhat bave. you to: doe'there > 
Deale fo by;your owne;:Soules, when thou findeft = 
thine beart, hammering helpe finm it felfe,and catch- 
ingit outof the fire, thou ſecſt thy! ſins; and arttrow- 


= bledg and now to quiet all, thou wilt heare;andpray, 


and performe duties, and'thusthou thickeſt 'to forge 


comfort out of thine-owne ſhop zthetefore'callupon 


thine _— and ,- & What _ thou todoets 
reſt up! ebroken ſtaves, uv praying;'and 
lo and profeſſing ;ahels; if-noe ——_—_ 
with faith in Chriſts merits; will lay thee inthe 


heard, and received the' Sacraments toggand yet he'is 
2-devill-in bell rhis day, and-except thou haye more 
than he bad; thou wiltbe no better than he was -and 


thereforethinke thus -withthy ſelfe ; whathave I ro 


doe to ſtand here in theſe duties ? I may be deluded 
by theſe, bur ſaved and comforted by them I'cannor 
be, therefore uſe theſe T will, burreſt-upon them I 
will not. If T cond logke up to beaven, and-ſpeaketo 


. Abraham, and Paul; and David; and'fay,: how 'wore 


you! 


A —— 


Fe Suler Humilianon:" 


; Dveſtion, 


4 aſner. 


f you fared ; they-would all: make anfiver; and yo ob, 


- we had never come here 


| frertwothings? 


. retingu 
' meanes works hen true ly ro diſpaite of all uo 
 courin then. 


wv Hr IE +9; ir ishe that ſaved us,orelfc 
and hewill ſinnyou tov, if 
you flic robimh; Therefore þ brethren) bring! backe 


| your hearts from theſe, atiddrewwe not! tO receivea- 
ny faving ſuccour from what you hav, 


oP whar you 


doe unleſſe yourelieon Chriſt, , 
But, methinkes Iheare ſome- ay 3 Oh; it's mat- 


vellous difficilt,and bard';' wee: bang upou- every 


hedge, and we are ready to thinkethatir is enough; if 


E _ can but rakeup araske in holy dutiesy how! ſhall 


we plucke our hearts fromreſting 


bponthern >- 
- Hor tbeanſwer co this 


ion: '(ufſfer'mee e4- 
(5 > ppt mearies where- 


we.may finde al leſle, and be 
Dy them. ch cs ſhew _—— 


41 Þ 31 
' - Now, tharwe may fnde theſermeatests beſo tO 
us, astheyare inchemſelves; andthat our ſoules rhay 


| beableto fy le is true; rheſe arethe holy' Oxdinati- 


cesoÞ God, but it is'inwaitigto expeRatiyfalvarioh, 


orjuſtification fromthetalone.'I ſay; the meaties 
- aremainely foure and T wilt hardlethem'ſomething 
:largel yzbecauſe,ifTbe not deceived,here is the maine 
 ſert  efaChviftian, and'herein ap 

old Aden; we willnot part wR 
. meanies are foure. 


ares the roote of 
our ſelves # the 


Firſt, conſider ſeriouſly with thy ſelfe,and bez: 
viaiagly: ſertled, andperſwaded, ofxtheunconceive- 
able wretchednefle of thy tzcurall condition. If thou 
canſt bur! ſee this throughly, 'it will make thee ſee 

how 


eſſe 


y thee to performe ſervice. "whatſoever is borne 
flaſh is fleſh: ( ith our Savioan)a and herefore the A- 1oh.z.6. 


Rom.7. 18, 


how 'waine it'is to 
layour to'ſee the depth 


of thine 


to ſuchadeſpzracegulfe of mi all the means 
under heaven will be fhore ro faccour thee, unlefſe 
the Lardl Hal urode $:1 6 is and his in- 
finite pawerge let down,to pluck up thy Soule from 
chat miſery wherein thiowart : there thou lyeſt, and 
there thouart liketo periſh»for ever, if God inmercy 
ſuccqurthee nor. Now; chat Imay put downe the 


pride ofeveryvile wretch, give me leave todiſcover = 


the depth oF our miſery,in theſe foure degrees. 


-—m_ 


of thy ſm;and to'iſee ig org  (eife in- - 


- Fieſt,confſiderthatby nature thou art wholly de- Foure degrees 


prived'ofall thatabilicie, which God:formerly' a 


poſtle Pau/ſaith, [now that in me, chutis, in mycfleſh, 
awels 90 good thing... All-men by nature are fleſh, and 
thereforethinke ehus with thy felfand'Tay, there was 
never good thought in-my heart,. nor good ation 
dane by me,for immedwels noſpiituall goodthing: 
there:rmay bemorall "ae burchough we'are 
nendende —_— yet'we he ſpiritually ; !how- 
ranke up your ſelves, and thinke your 

ſelves Cons ody,.yetthere'is no ſpiritual] good in 
you.;unlefſe God worke uponyourthearts ; / wan 
ever you have theug ke, ordone, is all in vair® | 
Secondly, thou art not onely deprived of all ſpiri- 
tual abilitie, butthouart dead in treſpaſſes and fins. D 
What is that?a man iswholly poſſeſſed with a body 7 
of corruption, and the Spawne of all abomination ** 
bath overſpread che whole I it ſeavensallthe 


whole 


of ourmilery 
by nature. 


” of eur 


HL_—_— 
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7 whole og tre + often read chis 
_ we . 'y, obut: 

- witha body being 

; did quickenir, and enable ir to doethbe warkes 'of a 


v.28 9. 
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The Soules. Humiliation. 


\ pieceof worke zbut-th 


” 


owpercewe it nor $4s$ It is 
prired of the foule (which 


reaſonable man) there comes a kind of ſenſcleſneſle, 
and after that; all noyſome humour breed inthebo- 


. dy;andall filthy vermine come from the body, and 


thcrefore a'man may bury it, but hecannor- quicker 
_ tt any-mote; Juſt ſo it is with the Soule thatas(depri-: 
ved ofthe glorious prtfence of Gods:Spirirandiprace 
which Adambad inthis:innocency : For, looke whar 
the Soule is to the! body,. the fame is thegrace of 
Gods Spirit to the. Soule; YV ben the Soule.1s;depri- 
' vedof Gods Spirit,there followes a ſenſeleſleſtupide 
\'nefſeupon the heart of aman z.and all noyſom 


in it,and arefed there.; and appeare in'# mans courſe 
in this kid. There is nd earrionhin a ditch ſmels more 
loathſomely ini the noſttils of man, than a naturall 
mans workes doe in the; noftrills ofthe Almightie: 
Thereare ſome workes-of 2 dead body, itrots, and 
Kinkes, and conſumes : ſo,/all theworks of anaturalt 
mau zre dead workes: nay,all the prayers of the:withed 
are an «bbomination to the Lord.: It you canburſayo- 
verthe Lords Prayer, you: thinke you doe: pre 
ugh theſeate good inthems 
ſelves, yet becauſe they, come ftom-a:comptheart; 
they are dead, and Joathſome prayersinthe nofttils 
'ofthe Almighty; asthewiſe man ſaith, Heriharituy- 
meth his eare from hearing: the 'Eaw, even bjspiayer: is\abs 
hominable, The prayers of edninkay, obs 
ter, Of ofa blaſphemer,. are an; abhominarion-ro the 
| ; Lord $ 
4 


e luſts þ 
-abound in the Soukandtake poſſeſſion of it;and ruje 


adultres 


i The Sauler Hieemilianonr,\\ 35 
Lords rem grs hr {ach onfavo- 
vegornkingptaer Rane d of heavenab. 
bars them!: -wauld to:f5ed you tycre perſwaded/of 
it.;:l would bave amanzo rrafdntims with himſeſfe; 
and ſay ; This is juſt ny condition: How marygra- 
civus commands! hav I fldighted;-andidefpited ? 
Hay, many precepts havtÞrroddemondermy-teete/, 
NN 5 Saga ny: beſt:prayery arcabhominable ro-. 
the Lord z and {fuiy-prayers.ber ſuch?” chen what is 
.my perſon, and allmy fnfulltofts> Lookewhat we 
doe with 4. dead hody;-meemay-pirty-bim, and bury: 
him, butwexannorgquideen him: Sowe way-pitty” 
2 poore drugkard, and pray for bim;'and/bury him 
with teargs, but we cannot ſaye him'r Nay, all the 
meanes in_the:warld will not fave him, except the 
Lords mightie powtr come/from/heaven to worke: 

upca his heare. - Hit ofton UETOQIOLE YULOT I NNY 

_  Thudly,the ſentence of condemnation is now'al- Three derrecs 
ready paſt uponhim,and;one foor is inthe pit altea. ** nie): 
dy. He that beleeves not, is:condemned already: Heidoth tohs 3.18: - 
not. ſay, he-may be condemned; burtheſentetiee\ is: 

already 'paſt upon) him r:his hard heart was/ never” 

ſoundly broken, and his proud: heart was'never' do0n- 
tent topartwith it (elfe, andall for Chriſt, andthere-' 

fore he goes toendlefſerorments for evermore;Byt- | 
ry naturall man is an unbelecvtrjand therefore ſtands' 
under the ſentence of condemnation: Sorthar,unlefle 
the Lord be pleaſed todpen hiseyes; and to breake 


his heart, and codrajv hie-fronwrhareſtare, heis like | 
to periſh, and goeto hell for &vetJ” ff 117 
| Fourthly, and laſtly, ifthis be'not etiough, hee is The fourch 


'q ;;. dezree of our 
adin miſery, 


not onely deprived of all 1-7 WE: de 
F 2 


finne, 


_ 
po 
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The Soults Hinmiliation. \ 


Woh. 6.70. 


Ioh.1; 27» 


AQi1:4s, 


| Epheſ. 2, 2. 


beforetbe 


finge, and fiands undex the' ſentence ofconflemnaty = 


on, though this weretnough to-lay our hears low 
Lord. You! feeche finaercir} the pir; Bue N ®f 
witLyou {ce him! finking intothe borrome'>"'1 am 


loath-xo ſpeake the worltz Nay, 1 durit not have fl 
thoughtir, had not the Lord Chriſt ſpoken ir in his mr 
Word. Therefore ſcewhat he ſaich, Have gr F chiſer mn 
you whe, and eneof yowiguderill 2 Who was that + i © 


It was 1»d.s. Why, whardid/heeVWhat, adead man, all 
-and a.damncd man, andizdevilieob +; What will be- 

eomefalſuch a forlotne creature? It is ſid of Tu4z7, WM © 
thetthe devul-put irindobidbeart co'berray Chriſt, | 2< 
ut fa. coveraushumountoger money, andthe de- I f* 
vilſemred intd Tudis, Thus thedevill puts it intohis. | 


minde, and ſuggeftediit into his heart, rodeviſeaway 
howto compaſic his end=-nay, thedeviltentred inito 


wi 
n 
Indgs,not by acorporall poſſeſſion ; bueby-a ſpitirus i © 
all idea, which the devill didexercife over b 

v 


 Zudas,thatis,when the devills-counſelL, and adviſe 
'took place with. /vdes tobetray his Maſter:this is'not 


Tadas his cditionalone;but icisthe condition ofalt I ® 
menby-nacwe. Thizt-lbokias itis ſaidofthe Apottie, i *? 
They, were infuiredimith! the ſpirit of God 5 andasit is © 
ſaid of all ſound Chriſtians, Ty are ea by the Spirrs 
of q#{>;So, 00 thorontrary; the wicked areled by, NN | 
adwhbede ſpirit.of che-dewit} Hee this rwles in'the 
bearts of the ch:Adren: of diſebedience:: The devill cafts 
vickad thoughts into theirbeatts, andicarties rhem 
intgthe commiſſion of thoſeev11s; which formerly 


a4 je had ſuggeſted: Thedevill tules-it them: he ſfeaks 


their congues,- and workes/ by their-hands, ard: 
akes, and debires by their mindes, andwalkes by 


their 


—_— 


———_— 
————_ 


es. 


their feete ; The devill ſhall caft ſore of you in priſon,Berclz.10, 
faith S.tobhn. All men ate dy _ the [eh | 
of Sathan, and therefqre Saint Par! was ſert to preach 
the Goſpell, that hee might deliver him from thepowey of A8s +6. 18, 
Sathan to God, You thinke your ſelves bravemen,and 
you candeſpiſe the Word aiid the grace of God;and 
abuſe his Miniſters : Alas, the devill hath power o. 
ver you; av'it 18 witha dead (heepe, all the carrion 
Crowes inthe Countrey cometo prey upon it, and: 
all baſe vermin breed and creepe there:: Soit is with 
every. poore naturall carnall creature underheaven; 
a company'0of devills, like fo many carrion Crowes 


| > by. paty ar 2 poore creature, and all bale 
uſts 


crall, and 'feede, and-are maintained in-fuch a 
wretched heart. Now (brethren) thinke of all theſe, 
and- ſearch ſeriouſly. Iris berterto know this now, 
than toknow-it whenthere - is no-remedy-: F ſay no 
morefor pittie; is it ſo with thee and me,and all of us 
by nature>Then judge the caſe clearely and paſſerhe 
verdi&t, 'Doft thou thinke thar-afew faint prayers, 
and lazywiſhes,and little horror of heart can plucke 
a_dead'man from tbe grave ofhis ſinnes; and a darri» 
ned ſoule-from the pit of hell, and cliange the nature 
ofa devillto beg Saint> No, it isnot poſhible, and' 
know that the work of renovation, is preater thanche 
worke ofthy creation, and rhiere ts-no kieIpe in earth, 
cither goe ro Chriſt, or theres no ſuccour for thee... 
Ve can pitty pqore drunkards,and ſorrow-forthem, . 
but we'are:2s ablero per Par wor = pull _ = 
piecesz as-topull a-poore Souls the pawot the. 
devill. Nay, hee [+ devill and a damned devill; as: 
you have heard :- If this were wel conſidered'; iti 

' E 3. would 


o— 


» 
"Z 


The, "Soutes. Humi 6 iDation," 


The ſecond 
meanes. 


would daſhin pieces, all thoſe carnal conceits ofa 


great many, which make nothing; of Foraing a a devill 


to be a. Saint, 
Secondly, conkder feriou Ye the infirm eo \aoed 


(xbleneſle and tle emptigeſkc of. all meanes that we 


enjoy, andall dutiegtbat we doe: it were argument 
enough, to perfivade a, poggerbraken- ſinner, 
not torelye upon a poore.. broken rced that will-de» 
ceivehim. when he Fath moſt neede'3 therefore fince 
they.cannot ſuccour us, let us Gree ourbearts from 
reſting onthem. This 15a matter of.great weight al- 
ſo; forthe Souls -being thus bro IB or, ys ets a 
t matter of excellency, and 
} 4 rug Nay, people hang all their hope of mal Fj hay 


life upon what they bave, and what the 

Came to a poore broken-bearted «7 

of his ſme that be flandsgailtieof- flarke what his 

reply is I confefle ( faith ) it istrues: have beene 

ſo,and {o,but the world is well amended; 1 meddle 
_notwithmy/i l Ihaveref ofe baſe 


courſes. Nay, the Lard knowes that my eorruptions 
bavecofſt me hot: water, my heart cENE CXCec- 
dingly vexed with them,  T hope, I have had my hell 
Hotf.and! I ſhall havenohell hercafter. Alas, poore 
ch; ;is this the hope that upholds thy heart,and 
is all the ground that thou goeſt uponzit is good 
ov thou doft repent and amend, and reforme thy 
wayes, and bleed b be God, for what hee hath mods 


_ thee abletodoe; but, this I muſt tell thee, If thy re- 


and reformation be all thyhope, and thou 
relyeft upon them, as the ewes did upon their Le- 


gall righteouſneſe: = Soule andallwill finke ever. 
laſtingly , 


tw a WA &Q =, 


ia 0A Hhrik - ow a0 tre £A 


bp 


un 


"The. Sonker adn 


lattingly;ifchou look no furcher for help,foralltheſe 
cannot procure thy acceptance before God in that 


Day of accounts, nor give wa ſatisfaction to- 


Gods Juſtice. Now the weakenefle of all theſe privi- 
ledges and duties, may appeare in-five particulats.. 
Firſt, Thoucanftnot.do that which God requires 


ofthee,inall this that thou ſomuch braggeſt of. 7 how Ram. 14+ 


haft a bard heart and canft not repent: If thou canſt doe 
what God requires of thee; then why doeſt thou not 
break that bard heart of thine. It is a heart that can- 
not repent.The Saints of God find this,though they 
ſee their fins, yet their hearts will notbreake. Thou 
art a$2ble torend the rocks in pieces,as to breake th 


bard heart- The good that I worddidoe ('(aith'S; Paul) Rom.s.s; 


I cannot doe; and Heevill thas T would not doe that I doe, 
The Ohurchicomplaines ofir;/and faith; Why are 
cur hehets hardened from thy feare : Therefore God: 
m3y:j Rly . 100 - (rhee.: 4 | -1 
Secondly;Yhou art'not many times carefull todo: 
what thou.canſtsſomerimes thou letrteſt paſle oppor- 
tunities;and ifrhou takefttheoccaſions,it is marvel- 
dightly, arid boverly-; though God: have pur- 
poweFand-abiliryintorhy heart;'to:performie holy 
duties:; ſo; thar thou ſeeft the accafions, yet'thou: 


{lighteft them over moſt ſhamefully. In many things Tames 3, 25. 


me{inall,Cſaith the Apoſtle S . Faces) and the Prophet: 


faith, There is none'that talleth upon thy-name; noi- Ely D—_ 


ther flirreth ' hee up himſelfe 10 take hold of thee, Ttewas 


thebommen fault of the wiſe Virgins, they all ſlum- "WIL 


biedivhis befallseven thoſe thatarethe moſt beloved' 
p L "* roy og lt of ] : tary * -H ag ; 
''> Thirdly; Do:what thou canſt inthebeſt of all thy: 


ſervices;; 


— 
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Heb.7. z7, 


Gal.5.-17. 


ſerviceszwhcachoucommeſt tothe higheſt 


erV. pitch of 
the holineſle of thy.heart,:and to chemoſtfervemeſt 
ayers thatever thou didſt.make, and-themoſllt bro-' 
Lin heart chat ever thou haddeft, and the moſt exa&- 
eſt way ofgodlineſſe;, I lay.in thevery beſt ofallthy 
duties; there is ſtill ſome ———_— forwhich 
God may in exa@ rigour frowne upon thee : now 
judge thts; can chat ſervice ſave thee in which there 
1s enough to condemne'thee?thars —— the 
beſt of thy duties there: is _ .make! God 
frowne upon thee, Andtherefore the Prie[t that was 
to offer Sacrifice ; Was to offer ſacrifice for the ſinne of 
bis offering ."\Wherewe ſee that even the holieft. fer« 
vice thatever rhe Minter puts up to;God, cadd in 
the beſt carethar ever he expreſt, he hath :neede to of- 
fer Sactifice for his offering : and ſo'itis inall your 
ws why You littlethinkethat — condernne 
yau, for your ;} and Sacraments, ahd Faſtings 
But Iwill make it cleare to you -- for'this: is:a com- 
mon rule, we all beleeve 1m part;we know!:inpart, and 
we love-inpart, ſo that, though our hearts are renew- 
ed,yet they arebiit renewed in. patt,thereis fome ha». 
rred mixed with our love; ſome unbelecfe with our 
fairh,and ſome ignorance with our knowledge: And 
asthe Apoſtle ſaith, The fleſb lufterh ag ainſt the ſpirit, 
andthe ſpirit againſt the fleſh, ſo that theſe; two are coun 


trary the one to the other. There is ſo much corru 


-on in'thee, ſothat when thou wouldeſt doe good, - 
 thoucanſt not doe it with that readinefſe thatthou 


oughteſt ; thou canſt not doe itwith all the whole 
ſtreame of thy heart. The Law requires,'that wee 
ſhould lovethe Lord with all our hearts, andwith all 


"7 met 5 ww = ©”Ty; ts 
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cur firengrh ; So that wehave.no hangings backe in 
—_— a ow mer X and 
readi ere is oppo ' [pirit.and; 
cerruption that croflethithe worke of cy. Are 
weare not able to performeany ſervice, as God doth 
require of us: homage ge to duties, and 
how weary in duties > what wandring thoughts e 
what privie pride? and what fecking of- our ſelves: 
have we inthem > You know nothing, if you know 


voy, endeke likes Ine you, that th . 
mendable to pray, and heare ; yet there is {o.muehſin- 
in your amendment, and repentance, and duties; that 
mnt pap terms nr ary ay 
execute his yau-for the ſame; thert- 
fore theſe cannot fave you, Hee that heretofore hath 
prophaned the wil, now ſanQifies iz;and ſo bethinks 
all is quiet;bur I tell thee thatinallthy ſanRificatiou 
ye nh en errno yon rr oe 
-where it is grarite lerit beſupp0 
( which confeſſe ill ae, nay can fever de )-bue 
imagire it were ſo ; that after God hath opened a 


' manseies,and broken hisheart,he ſhould never come- 


mit the leaſt fininall theworld, and never have any 
failing in holydurics,nor anydifiemper in his Soule; 
thoughthis cannor be ; but imagine it were ſo, that 
heedid never finne after his bs ea O—_ 

MN v7 inne 


ings, and 


a Ma. La a—_ 


———_—_— 
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finne of his nature-which he brought irto the world . 
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with bim,werecnough ro maketheLord take the ad- 
vantage of him for ever, and to'caſt away allthat e- 
ver hedoth: as abominable from his preſence. 'Our 
repentance, 'and ourexateſt/performatice of duties, 
though we could doethem even ts thenttermoſt: ir 
i$adutiethar weare bound -to:doe, and the doing of 
that which we owe ; can'never fatisfie for that which. 
hath beene done amifſe byus-:bur our repenranceof 
{itne,and out reformation, is a'dutie which the Goſ-: 
pell requires; 'and therefore will not fatisfie for rhat 

whichis'done'amiſſe before: our 'converſion, As a 
Tenhant that/isrun behind hand with his Land-lord 

ſomany hundteths,andatilaſt he begins to confider 

with himſelf what he hath done, and he brings the 
retitofthe laſthalfe yearewhen his leaſe is out; wilt 
this'taanithinke that he hath now'fatisfied his Land- 
lord'> If hee ſhould ſay, now Land-lord, I hope you 

are contented, andall is anſwered &1 have fully paid: 
all-tHar"is berweene'you:and mee, you Land=lords 

wodldbe readytoreply'thus, and ſay, This ſatisfies 
me: for the laſt halfe yeare paſt, but who payes for 
the'odde hundreds {ſo ir iswith a poore {oule, be it 
ſo, thatafter thoſe arrerages that thou haſt run upon 
the ſcote with God,afteraltthy .contempr,and pride, 

andalt thy Stubbornefſe of ſpirit, at laſt God opens 
thine eyes,and breakes thy beartand givestheea fight 
oftand forrow: for theſe finnes ; wilt thou come be- 

fors the Lord,/and fay, Lord, 1 haverepented of my 

finnes-paſt;andſo Fhopethy Juſtice is ſatisfied, and: 
all accounts made.even betweene thec and me, the 
Lord would anſwer, it: is truethou doſt repent and 
20:4 % reforme 


j 
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reſortnethy (elfe, the Goſpell requires'it; *buewho 
payes the odde thouſands, and who ſatisfies for thy 
old drunkenneſſe,and for thy thouſands of pride arid 
Stubborneſle, and all chy.ca:e!efnes, and allthy-con- 
tempt of:God and hisgrace;and who fatisfics for atl 
thy blaſphemies, and omiffrohs of'tholy duries; and 
the like, the Lord may juſtlyTtake the forfeit of thy 
Soule, and proceed in Judgement againſtrhee to th 
deftraRtian:fos ever. Ourrepentance andametidment 
is anew dutie which the Lord requires of, us'from 
the Goſpell, butit isnotthe paying of the old deber; 
for if we doe not repent,we ftand guilty bf the breach 
of the Goſpelland ſomuſt fatisfieforthas ſinne,The 
breach of the Law is ſinneg/andthewages/offinds' is 
death, the wages of fin is nor repentance noramends 
ment, but it is death:then repentangewill net fatisfie 
for ſinne zno,. no, the that muſt he laid downe 
for a mans (io, is death.! As thie-Lexd1aid{c rs ghe'day Gen-2,17, 
that thou eateſt of the. forbidden frhity thou \fhal: tie 'the 
death, And therefore the' Apoſile ſaith,” curſe i3 Every Gal,z .to. 
one that, continues not in alk; things written the Law to 
doe them, 'Regentance is onelya worke ofrhe' Goſpel — \ 
to bringour hcarts in frame'againegburchebreach 6f 
ano og ”y Eg for, lo on having ſinned 
infithe Lord, and wronged his Juſtice, we | 
Ce og fqlves or have.ons to die for ws "lid! 
there is. no layigg downe-ofaby fatisf4Qtiohto9 God 
by any thing that we candoe inthiscaſe,but we muſt 
 haverecourſe to our Saviour, whoonely can ſatisfie 
Gods wrath for our {innes... DO! 0: #260 
Fifchly,as a ſinner is utter{[yunable'to bring him: 
ſclfe intoagoad cftate, by _— meanes that _ 
'* 2 ues 
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vſe; ſo be is unable to thaintaine his lot:and co kcepe 
bitaſelfcaforchand in a Chriſtian courſe, when heis 
brought unto it. Therefore as it is neceſſary to have 
2 Sayiour to pardon us : So, it is neceſſary to have a 
Saviour, to: continvethateſtate of grace to us fot 
our gobd. Vhenthe Lordin mercy had givento 4- 
dem1n bis innocency, perfe& holineſſe, and righte- 
ouſneſſe; inſomuch, that hee was able to keepe the 
Law, and to purchaſe favour for himſelfe, Ademrhen 
felland ſpent all that Nocke of grace: and if we had 
our fRrocke in.our own hands, we ſhould alland 
be nuinared For ever, if God did leave us-to our 
ſelves, If 4dewm having/no: finne could: nor keepe 
himkl& inthat happy cate; much leſſe are weable 


that. have much corruption invs , therefore it is not 


only requyed to goto Chrift for grace topardon us 
but we muſt goto Chriſtco maintaine our grace, a 

keepe our hears .in ftamehere.and to bring us toa 
Kingdom for ever hereafter. Vhen -4dam had ſpent 
all the ſtacke of grace; and proved a bankrupt, the 
Lord wauld raiſe himup againe ;- but he would not 
putthe-ſtgcke into bis apaine , «but be puts it 
ito the handsof Chriſt.” As a man that gives his 
child ſo porch, and he fpends it all ; now his father 
will raife him agai 


Dutwill not-pue it into His own 


hands, þut into the/hands'of ſome-fiiened, and wilt. 


have bis ſornegoetothatiman for bisallowance eve- 
ry day, and for « very meale : So, it is with the Lord 


our heavenly Father, becauſe we have miſ-pent all 
that wiſcdome and holinefſe, and* righreouſneſſe, 


which God'gave Adam, ard in him toalFof us; 


thereforethe Lord would nor put the ſtock of grace 


into 


be 
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into-our ownhands again,but he hath pur it into the 
hands of Chriſt, and will have us depend upon Chrift 
for every crum of grace ; yea, even for the willtodo 
any good; we muſt goe to him, that he may preſerve 
and maintaine the worke of mw in us; atd wonder-. 
full happy are we that it is fo. For, ſhould the Lord: 
ſer the devill and us together, all weregone. The- 
Lord lefus gives grace, and continues it, and helpes 
us to perſevere in grace; and ſo makes us come tothe- 
end of out hopes, even the ſalvation of our Soules. 
Oh therefore, looke up tothe Lord Teſus Chriſt, 
and ſay, Oh it is a bleſſed mercy, that when my 
heart is proud, vaine,looſe, and fooliſh ; that then T 
may goe tothe Fountaine of grace, for humilitie, and 
for grace. Weare kepr(ſaith Saint Peter) By the powey * Pet. 2.5. 
of God through faith uno ſalvation: As if hee had ſaid, 
all the powers of hell and darkeneſfe are cotneabour. 
ns, and-aworktofwickednefle befers us, and all the 
powers of the world, and the corraptions of our own 
hearts allure us. Now, wecannot ſtand by our owne 
ae > we have need of a Clift; thatwe 
may be keprby his power, and be able to tuffer, and: 
to doany thing for his Narnes fake, and that hemay. 
preſerve us inthatgreat day of accounts. And the A- 
poſtle tobn fanth,Livle Children you areof” God,and hace 1 John 4-44. | 
overcome the worls, for greater is be that #5 in you, thas 
be chat 13.tm the world, Hee doth norfay, greatet are 
you, than herhat is in che world, but greater is-hte- 
that is in yob, &c. He doth not ſay, greater is your 
humilitie than your pride ; greater is your patience, 
than vor impatience , and greater 1s your Jove, than 
your hatred ;bur tie faith. I Iclus is greater 
' 3, a 


%- 
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;inus,to ſuecourand to helpe us, then all the tempra- 
tions of the devill, and the corruptionof our bearts 
'thatcanpreſſe inupon us, to doe us any hurt, 'er.to 
hinderus in a Chriſtian courſe, Doſt thou thinke 
thy owne hearing, and praying, and duties will ſerve 
the turne and ſave thy Soule > No, no,” thon art an 
undone man, if thou reſt upon thy owne crazie bot- 
romes ; Amend thou mayſt,and pray thou oughteſt; 
bur theſe will not ſave thee , theſe will not cauſe the 
acceptation of thy perſon with God; nor juſtifie thy 
Soule before his Tribunall. All theſe are poore, 
weake, and crazie meanes. For ifthou canſt not doe 
what God requires; and if thou doſt not whar thou 
art avle, and if inthe beſt of thy ſervices; there-is 
pride,and ſtubbornnefle enough to condemne thee, 
and whenthouriſeſt up from prayer,thou hadſt need 
pray againe forpardon ofthy prayer: Nay,” couldit 
rhoudoeallthat rhon ſhouldeſt after converſion; in 
the moſt ftrit andexaReſt manner z yet that doth 
not fatisfie for the ſin,that thou hads committed be= 
fore converſion zand if chou canſt not maintaine thy 
owne grace, thenthere is anabſglute neceffitic of go« 
ing to Chriſt for all. Nay, aske your owne hearts; 


_ and ſervices ; and ſay thus :- Prayer, wilt not thou 
_  faveme? and Hearing, wilt not. thou ſave me > they 


willall profeſſe plainely, and fay ; ſalvation is not in 
me (ſaith Prayer) and ſalvation is not'immee (faith 
Hearing)and falvation-is not inme(ſaith x A 
and amendment:)Indeed,we have heardof a Chriſt 
that he hath died and ſarisfied.and {uffered;and riſen; 
and delivered his poore ſervants ; andpluckr poore 
Soules from hell ; and we neceda Saviourtopardon 
c] e 1 us 
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5, alas, wee cannot ſave our ſelves. All thy duties 
will ſay to thee, as the King ſaid tothe woman,when 
the famine was great in. Samaria: And as the X Ing was 


going upon the wall, theretried a woman to him, ſaying, , King,6.26; 


Helpe, oh King. And the King made this anſwer, If the 27. 
Lord God ſuccour wot, how can I helpe? So,me thinkes 
the foule aith.z, when it is beſieged with the wrath 
of God ?-Oh helpe prayer,and hearing, and Sacra- 
ments,andthe like: Me thinkes I heare them replyin- 
this matter ; Alas, how can wee helpe,.you have 
prayed ſiafully; and, heard the Word untowardly ; 
and received the Sacraments unworthily 3 Oh, let us: 
all gae to heaven for a Mediator good Lord,pardon 
the ſinne of theſe [4s on theſe hearings, and the 
unworthineſſe oftheſe Sacraments ; and all this fro- - 
thinefſe, and deadnefie in bearing: Thus they will all 
ſend youto' heaven fora Chriſt ; and fay, alas;I cane: 
not ſave you 3 how many commands have I diſobey- 
ed > how many duties have I {leighted, and therefore 
ſend to'/Chiiſt for pardon ; weare weake and feeble, 


- and onely come tothe eare,] and tothe eye, butthe 
| Lord Teſus muſt corhe downe from heaven, and be 


powerfull, every way todoe good toyour Soules. 

You muſt goe to a Chriſt; to batter the proud-fleſhy, - 
andto pardonall that I8amiſle, and to performe all 
duties that you would havedone. When Eſha tooke 


up thecloake of El:ah, be'{aid, there is the Gad of E= 2 King 2.184. 


liab > he did not fay, Where is the cloake, butwtere 
is the Godof El/ahs Allthe ordinances of God, are 
bijt as the barke of thetree's but Chriſtand: the Pro4 
miſe are the pith. The heart, and life, and: power of 
all is. in Chriſt onely: therefore: looke og the 
[gy * theſe, 
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The third 


neancs, 


theſe, for they doe all proclaimey that there is no . 
ſuccour bur in Chriſt. | ; 

The third meanes to'drive our hearts ffomreſting 
upon ourduties is this. Ve muſt conſider theun. 
conceivcable hazzard, and danger, and the inconve- 
nience that will come ifwe pur any athance inany of 
choſe priviledges that we have, or any duties that we 
performe. The very conſideration hereof is' able to 
withdrav our hearts from refting upon them. The 
danger appeares in two particulars. | 

Firſt, the carnall confidence in what wee have, 
and doe; ſhuta man out from having any part. in 
Chrifg. He that is guiltie ofthis ſinne, withdrawes 
marry mam ery _ of the L ord: omrmntkeer 
comes k of that mercy & good whi 
bath revealed ; and Chriſt hath Ee for poare. 
diftreſſed finners. Forthis is all thatthe Lord lookes 
for at our hands,that we ſhould deny our ſelves, and 
wholly caſt our ſelves upon his goodnes and mercy : 
cay,that man which relies upon what he doth, puts 
bimſelf withour the reach of all that mercy and 
falvation that is in Ieſus Chriſt. Chriſt camenorto 
call the righteous to repentance, nor them that truſt 
1a themſelvesz nor them that thinke they can ſave 
themſelves bur hecare to call finners ro repantanee, 
andrhoſe that ſee an utter inſufficiency inthemih 

to ſave or ſuccour themſelves in the day of tro 
there is great — Ci 2, plenteous 
demption rc 1 7: heare If BY 
this.and it Fall wad be this I ddwli_in all chat 
Chrift hath done and deſerved, ſhall never doe yaw 
good,if you reſt upon your ſelves. You doe thinks 


( 


_ceive any power from thedeath of Chriſt :the blood: 
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that it is ſuch a great ſinne,as indeed ir is,ſometimes 
you make conſcience ofdrunkennefſſe and other ſins, 
it you make conſcience of any thing, then know thar 
this is the greateſt ſinne in the world.Sec how the A» Gal.s.:. 
poſtle ſets: himſelfe againſt this carnall confidence, 
where ſpeaking tothe Galathiansrhat truſted in their - 

owne circumciſion, that anſwers to our Baptiſine : 
Behold (faich he) I? awl, fay, I not a bare man, but I 


Paul, inſpired with rhe [Spirit in; a +extraor 


manger, and I, an Apoftle that doe not, nay,rhat can- 
noterre, [ that have received acommiſhon- from the. 
Lord;I faythat if you: be circumciſed, that is, if you 
cyſt in your Circumfition, Chriſt ſhall profit you : 
nothing: nay, (ſaith hee) Zefi Chriſt £55 made of none'y. cc, 
effe# to you, if you;ſeeker0be juſtified by the workes of the 
Law. pond in themerit of your prayer, Chriſt is 

none effe:to - a Oe: ſhall never-rez\ 


of Chriſt will never purge thoſe filehy hearts 'of 
yours, and his reſurre&ion ſhall never quicken you. 
Wherfocver your eaſcand conditionis, or'canbe, if 
your ſins were'never ſo haynous for greatneſle,conti- 
nuanceand for number,ify auwill butrenounceyaur 
ſelyvesandga to Chriſt;nothing ſhall'condenmineyou: 
but if your-fins were reformed,; if yourtruſt in them, - 
all your > teformation, nay;\:Chrift\Himſelfe thall 
never doe you good, It is with theSonlcof a poare 
finner,as.it.is with the body ofaman Ifirhid ſome 
ſlightiediſeaſe or ficknes, and ay ly jo A re 
cured, but if his chroatebegin! to ſwell; and the vitall 
paſlages be topped up that he can receive nomeate, 
ior phyſicke, every neighbour will lay, mO__ 
ea 
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dead man, ail themeanes and men intheworld can- 
doe him nogood, he can receive nothing dowre : So 
itis with the Squle ; it is annoyed with many baſe- 
corruptions, acid -fintull 'diftempers z' and- if it be- 
wounded with: many rebellions ; there is meanes ec» 
nough'in Chriſt tocure alleIfrhau be a filthy beſot- 
red drunkatd, oran adulterer, the blocdof Chriſt can 
purge thy':drunken'adu]terous. heart, 'one/ touch of 
Chriſt -can (cure:ati thy. bloady iſſue; If thop i wert' 
dead intreſpaſſes and/{innes,' the. Lord Teſus could: 
—_—_ thee, andraifethee from:death to life but if 
thy proud heart {well withthy owne ſufficiencieand' 
thou wiltieſt upontliy/ſelte,;all:the merits and grace: 


.in-Chriſt can doe thee-no good.''This 15 the maine: 


conclufion, into which all the. veſt" isreſolved; row 
will or come 10ne ( ſaith our Saviour). uber beexpight be 
ſaved; He doth notiayy yowbeve:many fins;and fhatt' 


notbeifated; bit; you will notcome tome, 8c.that 


is, youw1ll not goe out from yourſelves tothe: Lord: 
Chriſtzand therefore cannot receive mercy and grace 
fromhis'Majeftics hands: though thon-art:nevet fo' 
baſeand vile; if thou couldeſt goeto the LordTeſus; 
and reſt uponhis mercy, nothing ſhould ſtand be-' 
tweene thee and litaven;butifthou ſtickeſt inthy ſelf; 
all the grace in. Chriſt, candoe thee nogoods! | i! 
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heaven, and allthe-ſhowers inthe world fall upon'it ; 
and though the:Sunne ſhine nexer.ſ9 hotly;it willne- 
ver grow truitfull, it will never yeeld any fruit of in- 
creale, but it. is uofruitfull ſtil}; "Such a Souls thon 
wilthe;thouthatreftethupon thy 6wne ſervices,and 
fayeſt ; becauſethou heareſt; and+prayeſt, and doeſt 
ſanRifiethe Lords Day z therefore thou muſt needs 
goe to heaveny I fay;thau ſhale never ſeego6d by all 
the means of grace;tfthou makeſtthern independanr 
cauſes of ſalvation z all —_—_— inthe Goſpel 
ſhall never eftabliſh thee;-and all 'the judgements in 
the, world will never tenifie thee thou ſhalt never 
in thee by cthef/ſFhe 
eruth is,he thar hath altndcades/and hath norzChrift 
ingll; he ſhall never feegood byall, Thereforethou 
that reſteſt upon thy parts;andpfifts; arid'/uipon' th 
dugies,z chow. wilt haveca heart (6 befotted{'F 
gracewill neyer comeiints'thy heart! 'arid God will 
never qQuiet- thy conſcience. It —_ a pbore drm» 
kard is converted and humbled ; but thou' Nandeft 
Rill;! and canſt ger-no':good by all: the meanes in 
the world; Therefore fay.thustothyſelfe: doth this 
carnall confidence'cut me of from all the'grace and 
mercythat is in Chriſt;and without mercy, and par- 
don frota Chriſt Iam undone forever; and withour 
ace I amia poore defiled wretch here,” and ſhall*be 
amned foreyer after, if reſt here, I may bid adve 
to all mercy : Nay, altthemeanesthat I have,will ne- 
verdo megodd. Is this the fruit of my carnall confi. 
dence? Oh Lord withdraw.my hexrtfrom it, © 


.n; Lally, when all-the meanes ©f grace, will not The fourch 


placke-aay the 'Soule from refting npon it*felfe, weancs,. | 
G 2 when 
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whenreaſon will not rule him, nor meanes will not 
prevaile with a, poore. ſinner, as commonly a great 
while they will. not, then the Lord tires' a pour 
Soule with his ,owne diſtermpers. ' And the Lord 
deales with the-Soule, as 'anienemic deales with 4 
Caſtle that hee hath. beſieged , when the Citizens. 
will not yeeld up the Caſtle, he famiſheth rhetm,and- 
cuts offall proyiſionand makes them confume with- 
io, and {oat laſt = are forced roreſigne it upupoh 
any tcrmes. So, whenthe Lordhath laid fiegetoa 
carnall heatt,and hath ſhewed him his wofull condi- 
tion,and.yet the heart willinot off, nor will not'take 


| = peace of peaceiue Nil he will ſhift for him- 


e: Now, what doth the Lord doe'? he takes away 

the comfort ofall the meanes thar he hath, till-hee is 
famiſhed with the want of Gods favour ; andthen-he 
is content to.yeeld up all totlic'God of heaven-and 


earth. Itwas juſt fo with:this Prodipallz all the world” | 


could not perſwade hin bur hee might live better of 
bis portion,and ſoaway he goes z, and when hee had 
OR amends. and could get noſuccour, atlaſt hee 
confeſt,it was better to-bearta fathers finding, & now 
be ſaw that a fathers houſe was admirablygaod, and 
that = Rm _—_ in their _ houſe 
are happy ; for they; have bread'cenough, and enough. 
againeand to ſpare too:and fo he is forted to 4 
So, it 1s with 'many' poore diſtrefſed ſoules : all the 
arguments under heayen ;cannot-quiet them, and all 
rhe meanes 1n the world -cantiot plucke them from 
themſelves; and wee tellthem daily, that they muſt 
nat ex pect grace, 8or power, nor pardon from them- 


ſelves; I is meFey 81d peace( faith the Apoltle; ) You 


would 
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would have peace of conſciefice,and pardon of fire, 


and aſſurance of Gods love; and whence would you 
have it, you would have it from your duties 7 it js not 
prayer and peace, nor hearing, ace; bur ir is 
mercy and peace ;-and therefore away'to the Lord 
Teſus,that you may receive a (cs na him:Yet we 
cannot get poore creztures from thernſelves,but they 
would faine ſhuffle for themſelves, and have a lirtle 
comfort oftheir owne, and they ſay,Lord,cannot my 
Prayers, my care and CY WO ſalvation > Now, 
whar doth God then > he ſaith to ſuch a Soule, 

trythen, 'put to the beſt of thy ſtrength, and'aſe all 
the meanes that thou canſt, and ſee what thou - canſt 


doe ; See ifthoucanſt cure thy conſcience, atid- Heale 


thoſe wounds of thine; and ſudduethe corruprions 
ofthy heart,with thy prayers and abilities : bit wheh 
the Soule bath made triall, and weltred;' and weati- 
ed it felfe, at laſt, he firids rhat 211 rhe meanes he'tah 
aſe cantot quiet him,nor comfort his conſcience.and 
the poore finner is pinched and wearied, #84 'the 
Lord will not anſiver his praye#s, 'nor ſivecren the 
defires of his Soule, and the Eord wilt not bleffe the 
Wordto him for his comfort, agdat laſt, the Soule 
fairh : Such a poore Chriſttari (even a tnah of teane 
rs, and weike gifts) how-is'hee eofaforted; and 
uch # prophanie drunkard is puld home, 8 hath gt- 
teti the/affiiranice of Gods love'z the Lord hath puld 
downethe proud hearts of fuch and ſach ;: and they 
live comfortably. and ſweetly; and have tiG peace- 
nor- aſſurance of Godslove. You miay-thanke your 
ſelves for it-; they ſaw nothing; and they 190ked ſor 
nothine frotti themſelves ;\ and therefore they went? 
5th, G 3: home: 
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The firſt Ca- 
vill. 


bometocbegate of mercytotheLord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and they, have bread. enough, if. you world. come 


home-to Chrift,; you might have beene comforted 
alſo.Now therefbrego to the Lord Jeſus Chriftand 
as certainly as God is in heavenzrefreſhing and com- 
fort will come into your hearts, and mercy ( which 
is better than marrow) ſhall ſatisfie thoſe feeble fain- 
ting ſpirits of yours.» You ſee what the way, is, and 


what the helps be to placke. off aur hearts from reſt- 


ing upon theſe duties,and therefore thinke thus with 
thy ſclfe, and'ſay, is my, miſery ſo great? are my du- 
ties ſo weake? and is my carnall confdence;ſq dange- 
rous ; that I may be troubledfor ever 2 forany-thing: 
har I'can doefor my ſelfe; and is-comfort nowhere 
elſe to be had, but in the Lord Ieſus Chri&>Oh then 


Lord, work my heart to this dutie. Stick notin your 


ſelyes todoe all this, but goe beyond all chap you can 
doe, andlabour fo to approve your hearts to:God, 
that you may ſee greater mercy in God, thanall that 
you can doe. | 

Now there are:two, Cavils, which carnall- perſons 
{lander this truth of God with all;and theſe muſt be 
anſwered before I cancomertothe trials. 

The firſ&- cavill with, which wretches are contenc 
upon this truth, it isthis. Oh ſay they VVhar, is it 
ſo, that all our prayers, and hearings, allour care,and 
deſires, and all our improvement of -meanes are' no- 
ching worth? will gt alltheſe juſtific us 2.Dor. make 
us exceptable to God?thea let us caſt care away, let 
us-{weare,and ryot, and drinke;and liveas we lift,we 


 hearethatall thedutics that we can doe, will not ſave 
us,the Miniſter tells us fo, Thus a company of cars © 
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nall wretches runne;headlong downe'to eternall'dezoO-| ” 
ſtru&ion, one ſweares, and another caſts all the com- 
A _——_ o God gs bckeo-© 0701011572 
- Tothis I anſwer. the Miniſter ſay ſoz nay.: | 
the Word, the Scripture, the Spirit of God faith ls r*njner. 
and the Lord Iefus.himſelfe ſpeakes it, In themeane: 
time wilt thou —__ that which the Lord Chrift 
hath. ſpoken? Doth not the Apoſtle ſay. You are ſa 
ws no: of worker, Andinanother place, 7t is not inkom.g.16; 
bim that wills, wor in hw that runs, but in the Lord that 
ſhoves mercy.-IrisrheSpirit of God that faith it, and: 
doſtthou and to-out-face the Lord Jefus Chriſt in 
it: BurNaya while, and:take a'full anſwer with thee, 
and know theſe three thingsy hou that doſtabule this 
doQriaciof Gods free favour: | Firſt, bowſoever thy 
| workes are not'ſufficient to ſavethee,yet thy e-- 
vill workes are enough to:damne'thee, As rhe Apes! 
file/faich; hr al rhey might-be Hamned 'whith beloved s Theſ 1.12. 
not the wrath but had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſſe,” You 
that take pleaſure in'your.drunkenneſſe;and prophar- 
nefſe, and itv your gibing and jefting ar themeanesof 
grice, there.isreome criouplin hell for you'all ore 
all you: might be damned; Yea;thou that-Jelighteft 
= hy deutLeanelie abou maift drinkedowy thy af 


-—» 


| Ca” 


21d thy damnationtoo, and thouthatblaſphenieſta- 
gainſt the rruth of Chrift,take heed thar'God power! - 
not:downe his wrath gponthee:lt is true;though thy 
zocdworkes arenot perfettly good and cannot” fave. 
thee, yet 'thy,bad workes: are /perfely naught! and: 
will condemne thee:nay; thy prayers are'an abomi-* 
ration tothe Lord, and-will the Lord ſave thee for: 
that which ' is abominable to him 2- thou _ 
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Rom,2.445. 


| bell is broke looſe, becauſe mercy is come inco the 
' world,this thy wickednefſe will condemne thee for 


evermore. Secondly; they that rhus ſtand it our a- 
gainſt Gods free grace in Teſus Chriſt :(che Lord in 
mercy, open their-eyes, my Soule mournes forthem' 
and for that ſtrange puniſhment that ſhal befal them, 
exceptthe Lord break therr heattsintime) asany ſin 
is. enough to condemne them, ſo rheir:{inis of anun- 
conceiveable hainouſnefle, and their judgement will 
be anſwerable, Their ſinne is become out of meaſure 
ſinfull, becauſe mercy is revealed,and rhey have made' 
a mocke of ie. The very beighrofall,chat wraththat 
is19/God (hall betheir portion: Good Lord,is:it-poſ- 
ſible chat ever any man Gould: dare: to: defpiſe the 
mercy of God, and to trample the blood of :Chiiſt 
under his feete, and not onely to: commit 'wanton- 
neſſe, but to turge:the grace of God/into wantoti- 
neſſe.and to makethe Lord Chriſt the Patronoftheir 
filthinefſe > How will the Lord Teſus take it at their 
hands : that, whereas the Lord Ieſus came into the 
world todeſtroy the works of the devill,they ſhobld 
make Chriſt a meanes to-uphold the workes of the 
devill. Oh,: that ever any man ſhould dare to: fine, 
becauſe mercy abounds / and-becauſe they heare thar 
Chriſt will opc:day ſavethem, therefore they in the 


meane timewilldoallthey can againſthim thatmuſt 


fave them.'See what'S. Paul ſaith againſt ſuch, Deſpr- 
feſt hou the riches of bis goodneſſe, long ſufferance: and 
forbearance, not knowing that the goodneſſe of God. lea- 
doth to! repentance, but after thy banda heart; thou 
rreaſureſt up to thy ſelfe wrath again e a of wrath. 
Thouthat liveſt in the boſome ofthe Churchwhere 
the Angels come downe from heaven, and rejoyce in 
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in this free gra grace of God in Chriſt, ond taſkthou the : 
offer of this mercy,and doeſt thou deſj iſe irythen thy 
drunkennefle is not bare drunkennefle, but there'is a 


treaſure of vengeance init, And thou fyeſt, thou 


wilt be drunke, . and prophane, becauſe thy ic 


and the good workes cannot ſaverhee;'I tell thee, it 
is nor bare (corning, and bare pro ——— nnefſe,batthere 
isamaſſeof inalle And when thou 
ſhalt ſand before the judgement ſeateof Chriftand 
fhall þe indiced for a drunkard, ;and a ſcorner;” and 2 
propbane perſon, and ſuch a oneashaſt toſled the 
people of God: with ſcorners uw Sor tog vr 
when the Lawharh thus gw ves &- 

will merciecome in againſt thee, * GEO = 
cute v opondins for me, and forme, ſaith's- 
nother, tor I have bin diſhonoured,and becauſe mer- 
ciedid: abound,he would have his finne abound all. 


againſt that 
ewretch thatknew no other;"but 


ance in thoſe fins; and you herd ir, goe 


your nab fa mourne, and the Lord give us 
hearts to mourne for you. Youthat know what this 


. ſinneis, when yougoe tothe Lord in Prayer, put up 


one petition forthemand ſay good take aw 
that treaſure of vengeance. Ohb,pray tharif ir be 
Ep a” 
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perſons muſt know! thav ir is carnall confidence,” in 
the meanes that withdtawes a bleiſing from them in 
the uſe of the meanes. what things were gaine t0'me. 
(faith Saint Pavl) 7 accoumed lſſe for Chri#; that is, 
when he purany.canfidence inthem, he loft the'be« 
nefic of rhe mcanes. j; 0g 47 
Secondly, Somewill ſay, you doe nothing butre. 
prove us for dutics,and labor to pluck us fromthem: 
then why ſhould wepray, and heare, and what goon 
ſhall we bave by all-that we do, ifwecantot be ſaved 
byitheſe meanes; then, what ule is there of them > - 
Tothis I anſwere, Yes, there is greatuſe of 
and mychgood- to be had by them: As the Apoſtle 
faith, Ler 1 alſo learne ro maintarne good workerfor ne- 
ceflary uſes: when be had ſpoken of free Juſtification 
through his gracez chen the Text faith, reach a man 
to maintaine good workes for n=ceſlaryuſes::and in 
| and 5, verſes, he ſaichs Afiercharche. kindneſſe, 
wid loveof: God our Saviour towards: man, appeared not 
by workes of rightequſneſſe which we dhame done, but at - 
cording 10 his mercie be:ſaved m by:abiel 


ration. Now, leaſt atty man ouk > 3 'God-doe 
not ſave aman for. his workeshenwhy'ſhall we doe 
good workes and the like? Seewhar he adJes; Let 


us learne to maintaine good workes, $&c. There are 
many n:ceſffary uſes of the meanes;though they be 
not met itorious, & of abſolute fufficiency, Were not 
hea mad man that ſhould fay;wbatſhall I doe with 


my money if [ cannot eateite- And what ſhall Idoe 


with my boate if Lmayinotdwell in it? A man may 
buy meatewith his moncy, androw with his boate. 
$0,you muſt uſe all nieanes, and-improve all impor. 


tunities: 
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tunities, and if ever pray and faſt, pray and faſt now 
in thefedaies of trouble but think not to be ſaved,nor 
juſtified by the worth and merit of 'themn: yer uſe 


them for ſomeneceſſary uſes,andthe uſes arethree, i x//+, x, 


Firſt, We muſt uſe all the meanesthat God gives Ofttc meanes. 


us as guides,to leadeus bythe band tothe Lord: jeſus 
Chrilt, andas-lights to ſhew us where life is:to/bee 
had. Job» Baptiſt profeſſed plainely, that be wasnot 
the Meſliaty, buthe pointed at him, and fayd, Behol# 
the Lambe of God that takes away the ſinnes of the world, 
So,I fay,all the ordinancesof Godwhich are honou- 
rable; and commendable;and comfortable; they all 
profeſſe, that they are-norour Saviours:'onely they 
point us toa Saviour,eventhe Lord Jefus Chriſt;the 
Word reveales Chriſt and Prayer goes to a Chriſt, 
and the Sacrament prelſents:Chriſtco us; and there-= 
fore theyal ſay with oneaccord;Jevusgoro the Lord 
Teſus, and logke up to him. ' When your hearts are 
troubled and -diſquizted, all your duties knocke at 
your hearts, and ay, would you nor have mercie;iand 
power-againſt cortuprion,' and ome evidence'of, 
Gods favour? Oh (fay you) it isthat whichwe want; 
and it is all that we defire in this world; Comethen 


(faich Prayerand the Word) we will goeto Chriſt 


with you, there isall falnefſe in him ::chis:isthe end 
of all rhe holy'ordinancesof God,not to maketheny 
Saviours, bur ro lead ustoa Saviour. | 


| Secondly as they areguidesto leade vs toa Chriſt, Ye. 2. 


ſo they are meanes to convey grace;merepandcom= of; 00 


fort from Chriſt to ur foules.' Thouphthey are not” 
meat, yet they'ate as diſhes that bring the meat. They 


led 
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led,and'is conveyed to you. There is a fountaine of 
grace in Chriſt,but the Word,and Prayer,and Sacra» 
ments, and Faſting, theſeare the conduits ta.canvey 
this'water of life; and-to communicate this grace to 
us. You doenor uſe todrinke the conduit, but the 
water that the conduit brings. Aske, that your: joy 


maybe: full, (faith our. Saviour) and ſo:the Lord 


ſpeakes by the Prophet E ſay, Incline your earejand come 
W116 me, ra your ſonkes ſhall lrue. As if he had 
ſayd,waite upon God-in bis VWord and Ordinances, 


and your foules ſhall live, Though the meanes arc - 
not lift ir. ſelfe;yetlife.is conveyed by then. 7» Chrit 


avebid all: the treaſures of  wiſedome and knowledge. I 


 youwould haveany grace and holineſle, the treaſure 


of itis in Chriſt, The VWord is as the Indenture os 


great Willof God whereby the trealure of Gods fa- 


vour is: made knowne to:ygur Soules, . The bond or: 
wiltis nortche treaſure, but conveyes the treaſureto 
us,and makesus have a right,and titleto it; our Sa- 
viour ſaith, 24 peace 1. leave with: you, wy peace: 1 
gruexmre you, and all the. promiſes: in; Chriſt are, 
yea,and:Afmen: yea,that is truth. it ſelfe; and, Amen, 
that is confirmed now, you muſt receive the. tenure 
ofallthefe.in Chriſt. And the boly Sacraments, arc 
as the broad ſeales whereby the Covenant of grace is 
confirmed, made authenttcall-and ratified to; your: 
Soules. Vhenaman hath much 'goods and lands 
and would make another his heire, he paſleth- his 
lahdsor goods overto him by will;and if the will is: 


 notonely drawnebut alſo ſealed, then,-t this 


Will isnot the treaſure it- (clfe, - yetatis 'a ſpecial 
meanes £0 convey this treaſure totheheire my 
2L %, Sc | Ve 


+ Hrs VM 


| =. +» & =. at 3 ww . ec cc. . 4 .u. 


ww 


2: 1s mr, tw os 


_ v cw WY wW-.v YT ry 


——_— — 


RL 


The Soales Humiliation. 


have it.So;rhe. VWotd'is thewill of God; and the Sa- 
cramentsare the Sealcs of it, and-all- that mercy and 
-goodnefſe in Chriftis made knowne'to you by. the 
VWordjand made ſure to you by the Sacratnentsg the 
Word and Sacraments are not this treaſure; but they 
are bleſſed meanesto convey this treaſure to your 
Soukes. Therefore,when your hearts aredead, weake, 
and heavie, and'you beginto breathfor ſome canſa- 
lation, ſaying, who will tell-me how-I may!have my 
dead heart quickned;and my heavy heart refreſhed as 
David once breathed for the water of Bethlemz then me 
thinkes the Word and Prayer, and Sacraments doe 
all ſay, we will goe to-rhe- Lord Jeſus Chriſt for all 
theſe for you,andthen Chriſt will ſanQifie youin:his 
Word, and if yon have firong divels Hanging npun 
'you, faſting and prayer, will fetch power and. grace 
from Chriſt; and caft all theſedevills our: So then 
you ſee their good uſe of all theſes''1 i; 4) 


Provement of our times and:meanes, we may-gloritie 
the God of grace that hath given usall theſe meanes, 


- and that we may waite upon him with feare and re- 


verence, and honour God in his VVord, and come to 
his Tableand there partake ofthe dainticsof life and 
ſalvation;and expreflerhe vertues of him: that! bath 
called ustothis marvellous light, that we may lec 
Gods grace in prayer, and in profeſſing, and dehght- _ 
inthe duties ofhis worſhip. Theſe are all very good 
uſes; ſo then, the concluſion is this, : you muſt; not 


thinke that yourduties can pardon one fine, yetthey: 
muſt be ufed,and bleſſe God lor them, and {if ever) 


H.3. now- 
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Thirdly, the laſtuſe of the meanes is this, that by ſe, 3, 
the exerciſe of 'our elves in them, and by. the im- Ofche meanes... | 
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now 1s a'time. to improve all theſe, for they are a 
mecanes tolcadeus to Chriſt,and to I and 
life rom/Chriſt anto our ſaules,and y we may 

-glorifiethe God of grace that hath beene-ſo' merci- 

,.. tall rous.The ſecond thing thatl mentioned is this. 

bo urkpehery When ſhallwe know that our hearts are brought to 

belpe inthe this paſle,that the meanesof grace doe work ſokind- 
meancy/ __{ythatourheatts may be-brought-to-this haly de- 
ſpaire? I would not have you gone away, and {ay, the 

Miniſter ſaith, we muſt-delpaire. Its true, you muſt 

| deſfaireof allfaving ſuccourin your felies, but you 

I muſt notdefpaire of allmeroy.m. Chriſt .;: | - 

| Anſner, © Fortheanſwere to this-queſtion: you muſt. kntw 
3 that there- are three particular-ttialls of our owne 

hearts, whereby we ſhall know when the Lord is 
pleaſed rodeale fo kindlyand fweetely with us,as to 
—_ driveus comourſelves to Chrifi./.-|  Fe1C 
Theft criall, Firſt, the Soule of a poore ſinner that feeth all 
+ + meanes helpelefſe and hopeleſle.in theroſelyes, will 
: freely confeſſe and acknowledge (and that openly) 
that the worke of ſalvation.is of an unconceiveable 
difficuitie and kheſeeth an utter inſuſhciencieand inm- 


tobe ſavedof himſelf He fecth that it is beyond his 

werandthe taffe is out of his owne hand,and the 
Soulealmoſt {inkes under it,and conceires it almoſt 
impoſſible tocomeour of it, inregard of that which 
it apprehends. He feeth now that ail thoſe broken 
gee rotten propsand all that boldnefſe where- 
by the hearr did Lin apit ſelfe, rhey are all'broken 
inpieccs,and all thoſe Caſtles whichhe hath-builtin 
thz ayre, wherein hee comforted himſelfe with 

dreames 


poſlibilicie in himſelfand-in any, means inthe world . 
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dreames of conſolation, they are all throwne downe 
rotheground, and battered'about his cates, and now 
the Soule wotiders how he was ſo deluded, ro truſt 
roſuch lyingvanities, and to ſuch” deceitfull-'ſha- 
dowes. This isthe differencethatthe ſoulewill finde 
init ſelfe before this worke of converſion, arid after 
it is wrought. Before, a man thinkes it an eafietnat. 
ter to.cometo heaven,and judgethit a fooliſhneſſe/in 
peopleto be caſt down and diſcouraged in. the hard- 
neſſe and difficulrie of the worke of falvationzand he 
conceives it to be a fooliſh conceite in the franticke 
braine of ſomepreciſe Miniſters? Oh{(faith he) God 
blefle us,ifnone be ſaved; but'fueh as theſe, 'whatfo- 
ever he faith; a-man may/goe to heaven;, and" repent; 
and get the pardon ofhis ſtns,/ it is nothing but ton- 
feſſing his finnes before God, and craving mercy for 
the pardon of them, and is this ſuch- 2Hard matter! 
this maninthe dayes of his vanitie, thinkes Ke bath- 
heaven in a Ming, and mercy at 'command, *2tidHe 


can come to heaven;and breake his heart'ar-halfe ah 


boures warning : but take this man when the Lord 
hath awakened his conſcience,and pathia to the tri-' 
ally when he ſeeth that after al] his prayer and teares, 
yet his conſcience isnot quieted,-and his finnes are 
not pardoned, and the guilt till remaines, now he js 
of another mind,now be wonders at himſeife thathe 


was ſo deluded, and now he faith,” where is.the'de-' 


luded hearc,thatdid thinke it,and the mouth thar did 
ke it* Nay,he thinkesit a great metcie of God, 
it he isnot inhell long agoey and; he: ſtands. and 


wonders that everaniy man cone $to heaven, -and he. 


faich, cettainely their heart$are not like mine; _ 
er 
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The Soules Huitiltation. 
their finnes arenot ſo great as mine,good Lord, who. 
canever be ſaved inc divell to tempt, -and- ſuch a 
world to allure, and ſuch corruptions boyling with- 
in. He wonders how Abraham got to heaven beyond 
the .Starres, and Afoſes, but above all 4{ansſſes, . yet 
he faith, bleſſed be God that everhe did-this for 
them, but for my ſelfe( all things conſidered)Ithink 
ita matter impoſſible, how I, nay, how.can Iever be 
wroughtupon? ſhall ever any mercie! comfort. me? 
and ſhall ever any meanes doe.me gaod?' VVhy. have 
notall thoſe meanes that I have had done/me gaod, 
I (hall never have power to pray, better-than I have 
done, and I ſhall never be, able. towreſte ryith: God 
more earneſtly than baye.dones and:yeriLice all 
meanes profit not; thereforeT am butagone man. I. 
am but loſt, and I know not which way-my foule: 
ſhould be ſaved. VV hen our Saviour Chriſt was dif; 
covering the difficultie of theway to Salvations His i 
Diſciples ſayd, Good Lord, nho then ſhall Mſaved 20 
the pooxe ſoule faith, Ohthe means that I have had; 


A Prone 


and the wy ers that 1 have: made; ſo that I have: 
e heavens dideven ſhake againe, [and yet! 


thought the he; 
ln heart did never ſtirreatall.and thergs: 
fore how can I be. ſaved £ And as the Prophet Jeremy: 


faith, Shame hath eaten up the labours of or faibers, and: . 
we bye downe in our ſpame,&c. They had the means; | 
of grace, and the Ordinances of God,and ſhame hath- * 


ave 


catenupall, andayhere are their Temples, and Pris: | 
= nowzShawe bach on them to'noe" 

_ thing, So iglgwith 2 poore feeble fainting Soule;: * 

| heſaih, Lame bath caten up all my labours;:I haves. 
 laboured inprayer, inhearing, andin faſting, yet I - 
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have nopardonſealed;nor no mercygranted,lanvas 


much troubled as ever; I ſee as much evill as ever. 


did; hell is gaping for me, and ſo ſoone as life 'is 
gone from my body; the devill will have my {oule, 
This is the nature of deſpaire,to put an impoſlibility 
inthe thing thatit deſpaires of : and to ſay,can it be? 
and will it be? and will itever be? Nay, itis im- 
poſlible,for ought I know. Where is the mannow, 
thatthought iran cafie matrterto goe to heaven, he is 
inanother mind, and hisheart is of another frame; 
nowhe hath found /by wofull experience,that there 
isno hope, nor helpe in himſelfenor in the creature. 


Secondly, this followes from the formerdiſpoſi- Tic cond 
tionof ſpirit; the Soule is reſtlefſe, and remaines Trial! 


unſatisfied'iin what he hath,and what he doth. The 
heartcannot be ſupported, and therefore it growes 
to be marvellouſly troubled, and itis nor able to 


ſay itſelfe. There is nothing - that can ſatisfie the 


Soule of a man, but it miiſt'be ſome good. Noman 
is ſatisfied with evill, but rather more troubled with 
it. [tmuſt be ſome good, either in hand, and inpre- 
ſent poſſeſſion, orelfe in expeRation of ſome good 


that he may have, and he faith, it may be,and it will | 
be. Bur, when he ſceth the emprineſſc of all his pri-+- 


viledges, and the weakenefle of all his duties; when 
theſe faite; this heart and all muſt:needesſinke; be- 


cauſe he ſeeth no dther o006;burthc; for the while./ / | 


As itis with the building ofa boufe, if the botrome 
and foundation bebrittle, and rotten, and begin' to 
ſhake,all the whole building muſt needs ſhake: So, 
the ſoule thar ſought for-comforr, mercy, and fſal- 


vation: from' bis outward priviledges and duties; 
| | I 


when 
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when all theſe beginne to ſhake under him, and to 
breakein ſunder, and he ſceth no helpe thereby, and 
that it canreccivenocaſe therein, hence it js,thatthe 
Soule (thus troubled and deſpairing) is in ſuch an 
eſtate, that if all the Miniſters under heaven ſhould 
came to flatter him, and daube him up with un- 
rempered mortar, and perſwade himof Gods mercy 
towards him; Take this man. upon his death-bed, 
when all the Miniſters, come to give: him com- 
fort upon any termes, and they ſay unto him, your 
courſe hath beene good and commendable, andyou 
have lived thus, and thus; and take much paines in. 
praying, and hearing,and faſting;therefore undoub. 
redly you cannor but receive mercy from the Lord. 
See what the poore Soule will reply-lIt is true(ſaith 
he)I have done,and may doe all theſe, but I have not 
done them ina right manner, I have not hadaneye 
to Chrifts mercy: but have accounted theſe dutics, 
asSſatisfaRory to Gods juſtice, ſo that they ſavour 
not ſo much of dutic, as arrogancie; whileſt preſu- 
ming upon their worth : I have not depentads upon 

ods mercy; but even challenged his juſtice inthe 
reward. of my labours. Thus the Soule argueth 
with it ſelfe, I have depended too lo n theſe- 
outward workes,and thought to purcha venby 
them, but now | finde it neceſſary, that I get them 
dyed, and ſanQified in the blood of Chriſt. Thus 
it was with Saint Pa#l when he _ 3 1 know ne. hing 
by my ſelife - Whatmight ſome ſay, Paul, Youare a 
reyerend learned man, and have had a great name in- 
the Church, and who can ſay,blacke is your eye. It 


" what: 
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istrue, (ſaith he) I know. nothing by my ſelfe: but. 
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what then, yer Iam not thereby juſtified. Nay, it 
is the difference that he makes betweene himſelfe a 
Phariſce,and himſclfa poore contri:e finner. When 
he wasa Pharifce he counted his priviledges gaine , 
tohimz but now he thought them loſſe in regard of Phil. 3. 7- 
Chrift, They are mercies, where God gives 
them in regard of themſelves, but in the way of In- 
ſification, and Salvation, they are as dung and 
droſlcin reſpeot any merit in them. This is one 
difference betweene a dead hypocrite, and a _ 
Chriſtian, A dead hypocrite will be content wit 
dead hearing, and dead praying, and with the bare 
ſhell ofduries, but, alivivg Chriſtian thatſeeth his 
owneevill, and finne; cannot bc fild nor contented 
withcut a Chriſt. That which will majntaine 2 
—_— ce ts a man; for a CO will 
we upon the ayre;but, put a Man intothe | re 
chat el i will tatys him, if hee have no cher 
food. So, if thoucaaſt feed upon theayre of hea- 
rings and the pifnre, and ſhadow of praying; it is 
2 fignethouarta dead man, whereas if thoubee a 
true man in Chriſt Teſus, thou muſt haye bread, or 
clſcall the world cannot content thee, Bread for 
the Lords ſake, {aiththe hunger. ſtarved man: there- 
foreletme give thee an Item this ways goethy 
way home,and take notice of thine heart, thou that 
canſt licke rby S, ole, and cure all thy finnes 
with a few prayers,and teares, and faſtings, and in 
meane time ſegſt thou” not a neceſfſirie of a Saviour, 
know that iti$ anotorious figne ofacunning 
crite, asthereare many intheſe dayes. Ir is withan 
 hypocritg asit is with ſome men written-of in Sto- 
| | I 2 ries, 
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rics, they have ſuch an antidoce, and preſervative, 
tharchey can care poyſon, and it ſhall never hurc 
them; So iris with {ome hypocrites, that have their 
reſervations of ſome fins, and they retaine ſomebaſe 
pn and they will tipplein a corner, and lye 
in ſome ſecret finnes, and yerthey truſt ſo muchro 
their antidote, and to their duties, that it will cure 
all; andit is bur praying, and faſting ſo much the 
more often. The God of heaven opea the eyes, and 
awaken the conſciencics of all ſuch, iftherebe any 
ſach here this day. If itbe ſo that thou canſt pray, 
and keepea cloſe hollow heart, and thoucanſ licke 
thy ſelfe whole, and then finne, anda little prayer 
will ſerveagaine; and then goe, and be unjuſt, and 
unclean, and keepe falſe ballance ſtill, know then, ir 
i5 certaine thou never had(t a partin Chriſt,nor cver 
didſt ſee a need of Chriſt, And as ir was with the 
Prodigall: it he had beenea Hog, the huskes might 
have ya burke mm —_— and therefore 
muſt have bread. Thereforethoyhypoacrice ro thy 
Stye, if theſe huskes will ſavathee, and ſerve hy 
turae, and if the mill of a prayer will ſerve, (I doe 
not diſcommend theſe duties: No, curſed be hee 
that doth, i) butif rhow*gontent thy ſelfe with a 
mill of praying,and yet there is. as much power of 
'Chriſt, and ſap.of gracein-thy/heart, asina chip, 
 then(1ſay)thouarta Hogamdne Man, whom thoſe + 


huskes will contents» | EE 

| Thydly herhapteerh imjetfehelplesand hope- 
lefſe in the means, he-will conſtantly labour to goe 
beyond all the meanes., Becauſe he is in neede and 
fkindsno helpe here, he wil leckitelſe where i 
| - ' 
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beartmaybe refreſhed; when;therLord:hath! awak- 
ned the heart, and ſhewed him the emprineſſe of all 
meads.,it makesthe ſoule goefartherthan the means; 
this isthe heavenly skill. it is with! the Soulc in this 
caſc as it is with a; Marriner; though his hand 'bee 
upon the oare,' yet he ever lookes homeward to 
the haven wherehe would be. And ir is.in profefling 
as itis intrading. You know when a man ſers up for 
himſclfe and would.live of his calling, he will buy 
and ſell, þut hiseycisever vpon the gaine, thats ic 
which muſt keepe the Carton wheeles, or elſe hee 
may diea beggerand ſhall never beabletokeep him 
and hiszit is not enough totrade,and to. buy and fel}, 
but hee goes beyond alltheſe, and: labonrs ro get 
ſomething. Iuſtſo it is in profefling;. it is like' thy 
rrading, thou heareſt,and prayeſt,and proteſleft,bur 
the gaine isto have .Chriſt made to thee in life'and 
death gaine;\ ſo that, all-the (gaine a man ow 
Chriſt. Thou art a profefſfour, and haſt beene bapti. 
zedand haſt received the Sacrament, bur, 'whar 

thou gotten by all thy praying, and preaching;-and = 
other ſervices? unleflethou haſt gotten Chriſt rhiou 
haſt gotten juſt nothing atall. It1s with:thee -asiris 
with a man that bath agreat ſhop, and much wares, 
and quickereturne,and yer he is notable ro/ pay: his 


debts: ſo thouperformeſt many: faire duties; and 


haſt many rich priviledges, and yet thou artnor a- 
ble to fatisfie Gods Tuſtice; nor to recompence the 
Church forthe wrong daneto it, and when thouart 
going the way ofall leſh,but eſpecially-inchedayof 
judgement, then ſhall people ſay ofthee, fuch a man 
was buying and felling, and profcfling all his _ 
8 L 3 | 
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—  andyetgot nothing and when a'poore Soule is 
| breeching out-his laſt, then comes juſtice, and ſaith, 
give me my own, thou haſt finned, 8 thereforethou 
muſt die for itz Lord (faith he) take ſome prayers, em; 
and readings, and faſtings, in of payment, and 

if theſe will not ſerve, he is blanke, and juſtice 
carries him downeto the place of execurion, and he 
ſhall not comethence till he have payd the utmoſt 
farthing. And thenthe. Soulefaith, ſome comfort, 
ſome mercy and conſolation forme; oh faith he, T 
have received the Sacrament, & prayed, and faſted, 
,and profeſſed,canſt thou not feed on theſe? oh no! 
'(faith the Soule)thelſe arc huskes, bread for me : as 
[the world thinkes of a man that hath got nothi 
| by his cradings, ſuch a man that made wonderfull 
ſhew iathe world to day, ſo many hundreds, and 
thouſands worſe than nothing, this is lamenrable., 
Iuſt ſoit will be with thee, if chou haſt not gotten 
Chriſt, Ifa mt re Chriſt in his hearing, 
and praying;zhe will anſwereall cafily;and whent 
'Devill comesin, and ſaith Thouhaft many ſinnes, 
who ſhall atisfie Gods luſtice forthem*: The ſoule 
| makesthisanſwere; Chriſt hath payd all. Oh, bur 
'thou haſt broken the Law of (faiththe devill,) 
Oh (faiththe Soule) Chriſt hath fulfilled all righ- 
'tcouſneſſe for me. You have many corruprtions 
(Caith the devill; ) but Cbriſt hath purged me (ſaith 
the Soule.) Oh, but you ſhall be damned (ſaith the 
devilltohim ; ) Nay,-(ſaith the Soule) there is no 
comdemnationto thenvthatare in Chriſt, butI am 

2 in Chriſt, and therefore ſhall not be damned. Thus 

the Devill ſhall goe away aſhamed, and ſay, That 

man 
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man is out ef: my reach, I-ſhall never get bimdowne 
co hell, he hath gotten Chriſt. 
Burt here this queſtion muſt be asked, how may a 2*eF. 
man goc beyond himſelfe inall his duties ? "ap 
Becauſe this.is a $kill above all skills, therefore 4ſwer. 
for the aoſwere hereof take theſe three direRions, 
Firſt, Labour to ſeeanabſolute neceſſity ofa Chriſt Fi fri Di- 
in aldedoſagelaliadges that thou haſt, and inall the" 


—_——. 


dutics and. ſervices thatthou performeſt. Firſt, in 
allthy privi zScca necd of Chriſt to makeall 
theſe po to thy Soule. Hearing, and reading, 


and faſting, will doe thee no good,except thou have | 
a Chriſt togoe with all theſe. As a Ship-rthat bath /- 
faire Sailes,& trong Maſts, except there be a winde 
it cannever goe. So, the Soulc is like the Ship; and 
the precious ordinances of God are faire Sailes and - 
Tag, an9good alig; bu hearing, and good rea- 


ing, and good faſting, but except the Spiritblow 
with theſe, thou no good'by them : the- 
Spirit bloweth where it liſteth, and exceptrhe Lord: - 
_ Chriſt, 1 hes ny goe on | 
uponthy hearing, Preaching, and upon all. 
heculmcc urermlttbreca mat heacks 
Lord was tocome into his Garden, which: wasthe | 
Church; The Spices are the graces of Gods Spiric.// 
The Spices could not | any becauſe the Spirit 
would not blow upon , and therefore the 
Spouſe ſaith, 4riſe h North, and come (oh South) © © 
and blow on my Garden, that the Spices thereof may- 
flow out, As if he had ſayd, Lord, blow this. 
= and that way,and givea tothe means, 
ghen comfort will come indeed. Py" = 
9 neede. 
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need of Chriſttobleſlcall meanes,fo ſecondlyrhere 


isneed of Chriſt to make all thy ſervicesacceptable 


to Godthe Father. Oh ſend to heaven for Chriſt, 
- that he may hideallchy wickedneſſes,and preſental 
© thy dutiesro God his Father, in his merits and righ- 
teouſeſſe. They that broughra Sacrifice in the time 
' of the Law, were to offer 1rupon-the golden Altar, 
.and no Sacrifice was accepted withoutit:. So, if 


thou wilt have thy hearing; and praying; 'andfaſt- 


ingacceptable to God, laythem- upon the golden 
[Abe the Lord leſus Chriſt. And khow that thou 


weakeneſſesin'thyduties. 1 |! (1 202» 2) 
Secondly, inall the beautyiandexcellencie of 
Gods ordinances that thou ſeeſt' and prizeft. Sec a 


haſt'-neede of: Chriſt tocoverall the failings and 
Jy”? ® 


greaterbeauty and excellencie- inithe Lore: Ieſts 
'Chriſt,thaninallcheſecSeewhar:comfort isit that 


thou mr wary aaa whar + is/ itthatthou 
wouldeſt'ger from hearing, and: reading, praying 
and profeſſing: goe beyond all this, and ay, if the 


beames be ſoſweere,whar isthe Sunneir ſelte,and jf 
the ordinances of God be fo ſweet and comfortable, 
,what is the Lord" Teſus. Chriſbthen? You come <0 


heare, andit'is'well that -you will: come 5 What 
would youhavye irrhearing? You would haveiſome 


life rqquicken you, and fome- wiſedome>in your 


minds to direQ you,. and ſome: grace imo pour 


| | /Soulestopurgeyouziapdi then me thinkes | heare 
youtfay; -Bleſſc | »- this:day} found my - 
hemr ſomerh tmy'(oule forme- 
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ſo good, and is a little grace in the Sacrament 6. 
ſweere, Ohthen away, away higher, if theſe bee ſo 
{weete, what is the Lord Jeſus the God'of all wiſe- 
dome, i grace, and power. If the Word doe ſo much 
quicken thy Soule, what would the Lord Jeſus doe, 
if thou couldtgerthy heart poſſeſſed of him. Let 
all thoſe drops of life and mercy draw up thy heart 
toheaven. VWhea the S uſein in the Canticles had 
ſoughtafterher beloved, fee how ſhe deſcribes him, 


— 


He i white and ruddie, and fo forth; and in the 16;Ca* $20.x6, 


verſc ſhe ſaith, bis month is mo # ſweete,yea, he is alt 
ther lovely. The originall hath it, heis alt fe 
pleaſant, yea, pleaſantneſſe it ſelfe. You have fome 
comfort, and ſome' diſcomfort with ir, -you have 
ſomewiſedome, and ſome folly, ſome power, and 
ſome weakeneſle with ic, but the Lord Jeſus is all 
comfort, and nodiſcomfort Re 4 ON 20000 and NO 
weakenetit; bei all life; 2260 deadndllc; therefore 

inall-the ordinances of God, carry your hearts a 
pre z and looke upon that fuſnefle that js in 


Thirdly, let us labour inthe uſe of all meanies, 2$ Moni 


toſee thebeauty of2' Chriſt ſur a1Fmeanes 3 
ſo lerus be led by alt meanes into a' neerer *union 
wichthe Lord Chriſt. As « wife 'deales' with the 


letrers of her husband that of ke lol and i Fi 
findes many ſweet inklingsof his love; and ſhew 
read theſe letters ofteri, and dayly:s ſhe would ralke 


with ber husband a farte off, _ re him _ lets 


ters, Oh (faith ſhe) - rhus and thus he 
he writtheſelines, and then ſhe thinkes ke 5 to 


Soappſnogs reades theſe lerters onely,berauſe ſhe 
K wauld 
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would be mb her bacoand aliens, and _— alittle 
ley with him in his pen, though not in-his- pre- 
519-6 ſotheſe ordinances are- bur the Lords.love- 
letters, and we are the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt; and 
though weare poore fottith ignorant rmen, yet wee: 
bring mervailous good newes that Chriſt can faveall 
poorebroken hearted finners inthe world: . 
' You doewell tocome and heare, burit is all that 
oumayichat and  parley a little with: Chriſt. ' Our 


Kdiath,24-23. Saviour ſaith, where the carkaſſe or: the dead body ts, 


therewill the Eagles be. This is the nature of an Eagle, 
ſhe will not goe to-catch: flies, (that's the-nature of 
the hedge Sparrow,) bur ſhe will prey upon the 
carkaſſe. .So,rhis is a go0J heart that willnot prey 
upon dead daties,but upon the Lord Chriſt, who is 
the life of the Soule. If thou art of a right brood, 
thou wilt;nor fill and. glut thy ſoule with a few 
os We mpg pero ih ike ee 00G 
I doe,nat difprailc theſe dutics, but Ythey arc 
ing inthe way of juſtification:if ich ln Chriſts 
not joyned with them. Therefore if thou 


merits 


:. baſtadungill heart of thine owne, thou mayeſt goe 


Homer thy r{elfe with profeſſion, and with a 
ew.cold dead duties, but if thou art an Eagle, and 
a ſound hearted Chriſtian,” and one, that God hath 

ecnc pleaſed todoe good unto: thou wilt never be 
but where the Lord: Jeſus is, and where his grace and 

Eercy is, As we doeata Feaſts the diſh is-greater 
\the meate, yet wereachthe diſh (not for the 
hes ſakc)butthat we may ut ſome meate:Sogthe 


Jeſus Chriſt is diſhed; our to us. 'Some- 
| | times: 


of Gud, are as ſomany diſhes, 'wherein - 
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times Chriſt in his merits, is diſhed out inthe Sacra- 
ment to all the ſenſes, and ſometimes hee is dithed 
out. inthe Word; therefore as you take the diſh ro 
cut ſome meate, So, rake the Word, that Com- 
municates Chriſt tothe eare; and prayer Commu. 
nicateswith Chriſt, and the Sacrament Communt» 
cates Chriſttoallthe ſenſes; cutthe meate, and ler 
nat the-Lord Chriſt goe whole from the: Table,and 
no man looke after him, fill your hungry. Soules 
with Chriſt, VWhena poore travelling man .comes 
rothe Ferry, he cries to the other ſide, Have over, 
baveover; his meaning 1s, be would goeto the other 
ſide by a Boat; heonely deſires the: uſe of the Ferry 
man toconvey him over. So, Chrift is in heaven, 
butweare here on carth (as it were) -on' the: other 
fide of the River: the ordinances of God are but as 

ſo many Boats to carryus, and to landusat [Heaven 
where/our hopes are; 'and our hearts ſhould bee. 
Therefore you would be:landed : Have over, 'have 
over ({aiththe Soule.) -The Soule -deſires-toibee 
landedat the Staires of Mercy, and Taith, Oh, bri 

me to ſpeake with my Saviour. 4fary cametor thi 
res. = ynar vr nary age —_— oo 
the Angel ſayd to her, womas #thout: the ,,, 
made this ankeeds Ob, they bave Ch——_ my Lord, I 
So it js with you, if you be not hypocrites. Is there 

ever a Mary here? is there (ever a man or woman 

that prizeth a Chriſt, and ſeeth need of a Chriſt, and 

that comes weeping and mourningtothe holy ordi- 

gances of 'God? whom feekeſt: thou (faith the | 

Word, and:Prayer;ahd the Sactanzenve: Oh (faith = 34 

the broken heartedfinner) they TS >" Fo 

Or 
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The Soules Humiliation, 


"Lord Chriſt? Oh this-finnetull heart of mine, oh 


theſe curſed corruptions of mine it it had not beene 
for theſe, Chriſt would have comforted my conſci- 
ence and pardoned my inn; if thou feeftmy Chriſt 
and my- Saviour; reveale htm to my Soule, that [ 
may receive comfort and conſolation by him. This 
isthe frame ofa Chriſtian Soulc: . when the Ferry. 
man hath carried the traveller over, he ſtayes 'not 
there, butgoes torhe houſe of [his friend, and faith, 
is ſucha man within, he deſires to ſpeakewith him, 
and toreceive fome good from him. VVe heare, and. 
pray, and reade till we are: weary, we-doc not crys 
Have over :- let me come to enjoy a neerer- Com- 
munion with my Saviour, that I may dwell with 
him, and: have a neerer cut to the Lord Chriſt, 1 
would have way, that I may receive grace and'mer- 
cy from Chriftaccording tomy -necefficies. Vehen 


- amanhath' gotten ſo many hundred pounds, he not 


onely tels tharhe hath met with the Ferry-man, but 
he ſhewes :the ws 7g rn you 
come to Chirch, and goe from Church, and you 
have your hearing, for your hearinpz and your pro- 
fefling-for your profefſing, and the likey but you. 
Gould labour to ſay, I bave gotten the pardon of 


_ allmyfinnes, andthe afſinenceof Gods.love tomy 
Soule I have beene with my Saviour, and thus gra-. 


ciouſly, 'and mercifully hee hath dealt with mee. 
AY tharFhave ſayd, is but a ſpeech of little time, 
bur it is 2 taske forall a-mans life.: Oh thinke of it, 
and fay; what have Tgortenby all: rhat Thave done# 


andſay what would Iget when T Prayer>IwouJd 
haze'a Chriſt and. mercy from him. : This is not-in- 
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our minds; Ltellthee what thou: muſt aime at, and 


habour'for, hare, and pray fora Saviour, See a neede 
o6-_briſtanall, and. ſee greater | beautie-io- Chriſt 
then inall; and-be :1ed-neerer to -Chrift by. all, or 
elſe you get nothing by all that you doe. If there 
were nogold inthe Weſt-Indies the King of Speime 


would not care for his Shippes, nor for that, place. 


S$choole-boyescarenor for the:Cartier, bur)tar let- | 


ters from a Father. So, 'now raiſe up your hearts 


higher towards heaven: All holy duries are, but as. | 


ſhips, and Carriers, but the golden Mincs of Mer 

areall.in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, It wasa ſweet ſpeech 
ofa man (whetherhe was good of bad I know:nor) 
thata man ſhould- loſe the creatures in God. So, [ 
would have youdoe, loſe your: ſelves and all ordi- 
Nances, and creatures, lthat you have, and.do, 


aithe Lord Chit, Howis that? Letall-be fwale 


lowedup, and letnothing be ſeene bur a Chriſt, and 
letithy-heart - beſet upon nothing buta Chriſt. Ag 
#438 with rhe Moone-and Starres, when the 'Suone 
comes; they looſe all their light, though they are 
therein the heavens ftill, and as it is-with Rivers, 

all'poe into the ſea, and are all ſwallowed vp 
ofthe Sea : and yer there is nothing ſeene bur the 
Sea.” $6, all rhe ordinances, and: creatures, are 
as ſo-many Rivers' fromthat Ocean of mercy-'and 
g50dneffe in Chriſt, and they all returne thicker; 
therefore onely ſcea Fountaine of grace, goodnefſle, 
wiſedome, and power in Chriſt: When: a man is. 
| uponthe Sea; he: can ſee no freſhwater, ae is.all {wa]- 
lowedup : So let it be with thy Soule,” when thou 
woulde ſt finde mercy and grace.. The ordinancey of 
Ma” = K 3 | 


| 
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Godare in themſelves, yet loſe them all ia 
Chriſt. That wiſedome-in- Chriſt isable to dire, 
andthat grace and mercy in Chriſt ,isable to ſave, 
when all other helpesfaile;and that power of Chriſt 


"muſt ſupport 'the Soule in time of trouble. There 


is ſome comfort and ſweete, and ſome refreſhing in 
the Vord, and in the Sacrament;and inthe'compa- 
ny of Gods people; bur:looſeatbxhefe in-the Lord 
Chriſt. And ſee that mercy, and compaſſion;and har 
boundlefſe gaodnefſſe that is in the Lord Jefus,' and 
that mercy that will pardon all finnes, and forgive 
allſorts of ſinners, if'they be bunabled before:him. 
There is no pardon in grace;nor in:meanes,in VV ord, 
norin Sacramefits, there is notie but in Chriſt, ſee 
none bur thatz' and when thou art there, hold: thy 
heattto ir; drench and dr6wye thy.Soule there, and 
fling thy Soule into the Sea'of that! plenteous/ Re- 
demption in Chriſt, and though:thy prayers and 
all file, et that mercy in Chriſt: will never faile, 
Away withtheſe Rivers, theſeare- all freſh-water. 
comforts-that will failez: bait that\Sea of mercy-in 
Chriſt will hold / for ever, See aSca of miſery and 
confuſionin thy ſoule, and a-Sea of mercy in Chriſt 
and fay,none but that Lords Heere fit, and here fall, 
and for ever eſtabliſtrthyſoule, that it maypoewell 
with thee for ever, : Thus you ought to goe beyond 
all meanes; and he that doth thus doth truely. de- 
ſpaire of all faving/ſuccour inthem. Therefore goe 
home, and fay thus, the Lordhath given mee ſome 
comfort, and ſome grace, and a hcartenlarged-ro 
walke with God, and to: performe duty,to hich;bur 
I eruſtnot inthis comfort,nor in my enlargemicat all 

1-. my 
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my comfort is in Chriſt, that Sea of mercy is:ill. 


full, and1 reſt there; goe fromalltheſeto that, and 

reſt there,! and let that content-thee for ever, -.. 
Thus you ſee how farre the Prodigall hath gone. 

What dothhe now?> he comes to himſclfe and ſaith, 


I wil ariſe and goe jo my Father, and ſay 10 bim, Facber, 


I bave ſinned geinſ heaven and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy Sonne, make me as one of 


thy byred Servams. Now his ſtout ſtomacke is come: 


dowhe, and he comes home by, weeping,}croſle, and 
hethat had formerly ſlighted-the: kindnefle of a fas 
ther, and ſayd, He would not- alwayes bee holden 
within his Eihers houſe, he would have his portion, 


and he hath it, and is gone, and, at laſt when bis heart [ 


and all failes him,he comes tv him/elfand fayd;here 
I. may ftarve and dye too,the hogs fare better than 
doe, therefore home I will goe to my father,&c. 


- This is the third, paſſage that I-rold. you of inthe. 
deſcription of this worke of humiliation. '.{-5: 070 
In theſe words there are theſe two things cleare. _ | 


Firſt, he ſubmits himſelfe to bis father, 


Secondly, he is content to be at his.fathers- diſpo- 
ſing;; he doth not. ſeeke to be his owne caryer,, ahd. 


fay, if I may bemy fathers ſteward, and have ſome 
eminent place in the houſe,then t will goe home; no, 


buc he faith, father, I am not worthy to be a.Sonne,. 


make meas a hired ſervant,, if I can but get into my 
fathers houſe againe; hs {4p rather than goe away 
any.more; he is content tobe any thing, ſo his father 


- willbut receive him into his family, though it were 
orolge inthe kitchen, heres a heart worth-- 
Ylet all the weight lye upon me, b_ 
; cae 


buttobe a 


gold, ob/. 


Text, 
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The voules Humiliation, 


care re-norwhar [be, only let  metea fvane;: So othen 
from theformer of theſe ewo, the Doarine is this. 


The d:ſtreſſed ſinner that deſpaires of all ſupply and ſuc- 
conr in FA brs i driven to ſubmis himſelfe to > ih Lord 
God for ſuccour and releefe. 


It-isno thankes to the Prodigall that he comes 
home now, neither is it an _— toa poore ſinrer - 
thathe returnes after all away from 
God, yet better Jate Fee "For opening of 
this point Iwill ſhew twothings. 

Firſt, What is the behaviour of the heart in this 


' workeof ſubmiſſion, and the manner of it. 


Secondly, the reaſons why the Lord drives the 
hearrts this ſtand, and' makes it fall downe at the 
foorſtoole of mercy. 

' The firſt, how the Soule behaves it ſelfe in this - 


ſubje&ion. The ſinner havinga ſight of his owne fin ' 


troubled and overwhelmed with the un- 
le ſorrow that-attends/therevpon, and yet 
he is notableto get power over his 'ſinne;” nor afly- 
rance of pardon from the Lord; fot you muſt con- 
ceive the finner Oden the worke of preparation, 
and yet hecongetved God tb be-an'enemie againſt 


kim, thoughheis in way toimercy, yet God 
comes as Con cofd bins.” F Wer takes 


andbei 
ſuppo 


what curſe can;and ſecices far and wide, and im- - 
| ns all meanes gtdirakesup 


all duties, that (if it 
be might bays his wounded: Soule; 


wete poſſible) 
and nd ocean: tons, but the eruth 
gon no ſu | nes ro nocomfort in 
whathe hath,norin doth, and therefore be-! 
+ ng deſpairing condition; he ſceth he cannor 


woyd 
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avoyd Gods anger, neither! canhe beare ir, there- = 


fore he is forced(though loath)to.make tryall of the 
the poo be appunteads Godtobe: Jſlandrobe 
the tobe juſt;and tobe 
Loney againſt him, andthough he hath no experi- 
ence of Gods favour for the while, and no certaintie 
how he ſhallſpeed if hecome to God, yet becauſe 
he ſees thathe cannot be worſe than be is, but hee 
may be better if God pleaſe,and this he knowes that 
none but God can helpe him:therefore he fals at the 
foot-ſtoole of mercy; and lies grovelling at the gate 
of grace, and ſubmits. himſelfe to God that he may 
do whathe wil with him, VVhen 7onob had denoun- 
ced that heavie judgement, and(as it were) throwne 
wuildyfire about the {treetes, ſay ing, w-th:» forry dayes 
Ninevehſhall bedeRroged, See whatthey refolve up- 


on, they faſted; and prayed, and put on fack-cloth 


and aſhes; the Lord in mercy grantthat we may take 


the like courſes, who can tell ( ſayd they) but God Tonah.3.9. 


may turne and repent him of bis fierce wrath that wee pe- 
riſh not, As if they had ſayd,we know not what God 
will doe, but this we know that we cannot oppole 
Gods judgements, nor prevent them, nor ſuccour 
ourſelves : yer who can tell bur the Lord may bee 
gracious and bountifull, and yet continue peace and 

oodneſſe tous inthis kind, thuis it is-wich'a finner 

eſpairing of all ſuccour in himſelfe, when he ſeeth 


hel DOS 14s OY 15 9 Se ſuac- 
t 


cour himſelfe, then he ſaich; this I know, that all the 
meaneSin theworld cannot fave nie; yet who can 
tell but the Lord mayihave mercy upon nice, and: 


I II 


=_ | The Soules Humiliation. 
wounds | that finne hath made in'my Soule: when 


al 

Paxl went breathing out threatnings againſt the 
Church'of God, al tne la RG nd les a 

ters from the high Prieſts, with all his trickes and in } 
plements to perſecute the Saints, the Lord met him |} 

ahd there was a fingle combat fought between them he 
thegloryof the Lord amazed him, and threw him || th 

flat onthe pround,- and when Pu«/ ſaw the- Lord Ar 
_—_ the advanrage againſt -him, hee yeelded Þ ch 

AR.96. hitmſelfe andſayd, Lord, whatwite thou have me to doe? ct 
This is the -_ i&ure of the 'Soule in this caſe; al 

this ſubjetiondifcovers It ſelfe in foure particulars. it 

S "Firſt, rake the Toule deſpairing of mercy and ſuc- A 
*  eourinhimſelfe, heeſeerh and; confeſſerh that te - | «7 
Lord may, and(for oughtheknowes) will proceet to 

it juſtice againſthim, and execute upon him thofe | an 
 plaguesthat God hath threatned,andhis fndeſer- | co 
ved; and he ſeeth that Juſtice is nor yet ſatisfied, and | fro 
«:-** allthoſe.teckonings betweene God and him arenot | ha 
| made up,;and therefore he cannot appretiend but that | tio 
God tray, and willtake ve ceof him; he ſeech | ne» 

that when hehath done all tharhecany he-is unpro- As 
'fitable, and Juſtice remaineswnſatisfied, arid faith, | car 

thou haſt firmed, and Tam wronged, and therefore | wat 
 thourhale die. 'See wharthe Textfaith, tay men be. | bel 

1ob 24,2,3- ProfirablewrheLord?! as hethatiswiſemaybe-pro- | foll 

fitablex0 thirnſelfe, is it any pleaſure to the Almigh- | wi, 

ſetharrhou art are; 
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and therefore Juſtice may proceedeagai | me:there- 

an — —_— that the Lord may and will : 
ay, why ſhould he not come in vengeance, and 

Judgemene againſt him?! ot 

. Secoridly, he conecivesthat what God will doe, 


he can doe, and: he cannot avoydit, The anger of 


the Lax cannor be reſiſted; Ifthe Lord will come 
and require the-glory' of his  Juftice/ againſt' him, 


” thcreisnoway toavoyd it,nortobeare it, and-this 


ctufheth the heart,and makes the ſouls to be beyong 
a[lſhifts, and evaſions,and all thoſettickes;whereby 
it may ſeemeto avoydthedint of 'the Lords blow. 


As Þb ſaith, He ts one 'mind, and who cam mernghim,.1ob 23, 13,143 


and what his ſoule deſireth, that doth he; Iris admirable ****: 


to confider it: for this is it that makes the heart mer 


and come; under 5 VV hen the Soule faith, If God 


come who can turne him,” he wilt-have his honour 
from this \wretched' prond heart of mine, he-will 
have his glory from'me, either here im my humilia« 
tion, orelfe hercafter irr my*damnation. And inthe 
next-verſe, /ob ſaith, Many 'ſrcb things. are with him? 
As if he had fayd; he hath many wayes to 'cruſha' 
carnall coafident heart, and tqmake it 1lye low, hee 
wants not mcanes to pul downe event the moſt re- 
belkqusſinticrunder heaven, Andnow marke what 
followes, He canvrufh theni'all; VVharbecathe of. 
Nimrod, Cain; Pharaoh, and Nebuchadnezzar; They 
are all brought downe;' therefore (faith he) -I'anr 
0 ld hipreſene, when I'confider'1t;-T' am 
afraid; for God paketh/iny lieatt ſofr, and the Al- 
mighty'troubleth me. ent at fe, 2 «if Er ; 
'Thudly;as NI AR that'God = 
awry 2 Oc 
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The Soules Humiliation... 


a Sam. 15. 
35, 26. 


—Jocwhat he will and he cannor-refiſt him: So the- 
ſou'e flings away all ſhifts and tricks that he had and | 


he reſignes upthe power of all his priviledges that 
he hath to defend imſelfewirhall;he caſts | nh his 
weapons, _ falls our wy cos the eo Te- 
fignes himſelfe into the Soveraigne power and com-- 
at of God. This was in the Spirit of the Pre- 
poet David; When the Lord had caſt him out of 
his Kingdome, he fayd to Zadock, carry backe the 


Arke of God into the Citte, if I ſhall finde favour in the + 


: q- of the Lord, be will bring me backe againe, and 


"a King. 10.3, 


3» 4, 


ſhew me both it, and bis habit ation. But if he thus ſy 


-r0-me; I have no delight in thee, Behold, here 1 am, 


- bime doe with me 4s ſeemeth good in his eyes, Or as it 


wa$with thoſe people, 2 Kings 1o. 2, 3,4. Where 
when che ſent this meflags 

faying, Nowaſſoone as this letter commeth 10 you, 'ſee= 
ing your Mafters ſonnes are with you, and there. are 


with you chariots, and armour, vnd a fenced Citie, boke- 
out eventhe” beſt and fitteſt of your Maſters ſonnes, and- 


fer him onhis Fathers throne, and firht for your fathers: 
bouſe. Bur the Text ſaith, they were all exceedingly a. 


frat, ndukerefore they ſont word to Teh; and fayd, 


two Kings coulnot fla1d out againſt thee, and then how 
can weftand? we are thy ſervants, and willdie all that 
thou ſhalt b;4 us, we will make no King, doe thou that: 


_which#s good inthine eyes. This is the frameof a poore 
 Soule:When apoore finner will ftand upon his own- 
priviledpes, rhe Lotd faith, be re my Juſtice, and-. 
defendthy felfe by all thatthou haſt, ' if thou canis; 
and the Soule faith, I am thy ſervant ( Lord)” doe: 
' what is good ifthine eyes, Icatmot ſuccour my (elf: 
5: Ab _ there 


meſſage to the people of 1ſrael 
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therefore: the: heart gives up' it ſe]fe ro. bee ar the 
command of God: | 7765S 
Fourthly,' The. Soule thus yeelding up the wea- 
pons, and comming in,as:toanenemie, and as con- 
quered, (then inithelaſt. place the  Soule freely ac- 
knowledpeth, it is in Gods power to doe. with 
him, and to diſpoſe of him as he will, and therefore 
he lyesand lickes the duſt, and cryes mercy, mercy, 
Lord. He doth notthinke to purchaſe mercy at the 
Lords hands, but onely ſaith it is 'onely in Gods 
ood pleaſure-te doe with him as he will, but hee 
ookes at his favour,and cryes, mercy (Lord) tothis 
rediflireſſed ſoule of mine. And when the:Lord 
a ſinner come from wandring up and downe 
in hispriviledges, the Lord os 1 ps the Soule in 
had chengterhy henng; andpurying. apd. faking 
thoughtthy hearing in l 
would _ monies thee to eaten without all ha- 
zard, therefore gird upthy loynes, and make thy 
ferventeſt prayers, and let them meete my. Juſtice,& 
ſee if they can beare my wrath and purchaſe mercy; 
Nay (fith.the ſinner) I know it. by lamentable ex- 
perience, 1 bave that all my prayers and' 
performances, will never procure peace to.my ſoule, 
nor giveany ſatisfaction to thy Juſtice, I onely pray 
for mercy, and Idefire onely to heare ſome newes 
of mercy, to releeve rhis miſerable and wretched 


foule of mine, it. 1s onely mercy that muſt helpe meg. 


Oh mercy, if it maybe poflible 2: the: iflue is thus 
much; The- ſinner ſceth that all he bath, and/can 
doecannever ſiccour him,and therefore he throwes: 
away his carnall —— and hee ſubmits him- 
| EL 3 


ſelf>. 
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felferothd Lord; -andyow> be ſeerhitharthe Lord 

may juſtly comeagainft him, and 'that his Juſtice 4s 
not fatisfied; and:that ke:cannot” beate Cods wrath, 
nor avoyd it, and hecaſtsaway:albhis ſhifts,and lies 
downreat thegatc of 'merey. Avvit'is with debrot 
that-ftands boand- for fome faire greater/ſummes, 
than everhe is able to' pay, ito darisfie of himſelfe 
be cannor;and his friends will not 2 and he knowes 

thit the bondsare ſtill in forceygand his creditoriwill 
ſite him; avoythefuuthe qannor;;andeo; bearerde, 
he is not oor ag therefore: he comes in freely, and 
offers: thimſelfe, and his perſon, and gives up hims/ 
ſetfeInts his creditors hands} Snchy he beleecherh! 
hint remitthat whickhe car'hever pay; Juſt ſoit! 
is:with-the Sonle of | a:poore fitmer. The foule' is 

th&Debror: and Divine Juices [the Creditor, 
When the poore finmer hath;nſedall-rocanesto fave! 
and faccour!bim ſelfe,andromalepayment;and hee” 
hath (asirwere) made gaiheringof prayers all the fc 


— 
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Countrey over, and:yerheſeeth; tharrhere is a conh- h 
troverſicberveepe God and him; :and:yer his finfie* b 
isnotpardoned':7abd God 4s Jaftand:wilfthavehis! u 


honoerzgndbgds notable foroyd thefſuite nor to! { 
beare it;and)the Squ'e-faivh, ias> David did;i whichey: u 


Plal.139 7,8, fhall Tg foomuby's ig ant rbither ſhalt flhe from n 
Syprrony WiDAſrrntl wintliaceh, thou art here! ir 

- 64/8atheSoult fairbj God witthavehis.payment' t] 

/ f$omx{lish6rtblood of minezifi;gointo'the Eaſt, W 

. the/LoadWilfoltow'tnec;/and:bid his: Serjeane | fi 
ery Conlelende:toarreft me: and T (all lyeahdror fi n 


th&Prifondf bal for-erer. i! Nowthe Soule offs ©: 
himſetf6 befotc the Lord; and Haith,''Faher, 7 bats 
$2 : ET ſinned 


© =} ? 
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ſinned again heaven; and beforethee : Oh ſhew.mer- 
cy (if it be poſſible} tothis poore diſtreſſed Soule 
of mine: thus the;: prodigall did, Anothet;; ſimili» 
Fe ge 60 _ ramen 
ml epers,may fitlyrelemblethis-poore finner; = 
Wheoche famine was great in'Samariaz There-were , 
foure Lprous wen. ſue in the gate of 'thz Citie; and: : they g xc. hX 
fſayd, why: fit ne here untill we: dye ? Tf. wee; enter: into 

the Citie, thef amines there, and: if we ſit here we' dye 

alſo, «Now lotus therrfore fall oe the Bands of or! ene- 

mes, if they ſave walive we ſhall l:we, aud if 1heyted! 

ws weſhall bnrakb \They had but:one cos. 

cour themſelves withall ; arid that 'was te-goelints 

the Campe of their enemies, come (ſaydrhey)we 

will put itto the venture, and {orhey-did, andi'were - 
releeved: This is the lively-piQure of a poore finher ..>,.5, ; 
inthis defpairing condition. VVlien the Scule-of a 

poore Leprous {inner is famiſhed for want of come 

fort, and he fecth the.wrath of God: purſuing':of 

him, and the Lord befets himion-every {ide :ar-laf 

he teſolves thus with/himſelfe, 1 ſay, when he hath 

uſed all meanes; and findesfuccourin none he re- 

ſolves thus with-himſetfe and faith, if -I gocand reft 


upon my priviledges, there' is nothing burt-cmpti- 


neſſeand weakeneſle, if I truft'm thems] mg if] tek 
in my-naturall condition, Ipefiſhthere alſo.Letime 
therefore fall intothe hands of rhe. Lord of Hoſts; 
who (I confefſe) hath beene-provoked by me, . and 
for oughr'T ſee is mine'enemies Ilamnowa'damned 
man,and ifthe Lord caſt me cnt of. his ' preſence, T 


can butbe damacd that way, and then he 'comes*to 


the Lord,and falls downe before the footſtonleof a 


confu- 


y 
——— 


A 
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1. Reaſon, 


Exod. 9.27. 


conſuming God, and faith as 1ob did, What ſhall 7 


ſay uno thee, O thou preſerver of men? I have no rea» 


{onto plead for my ſelf withall, and I have ropow- 
er to ſuccour my fſelte, my accufations are my beſt 
excuſe, all the priviledges inthe world cannor juſti- 
fie me,and all my duries cannorfave me, if there be 
ay mercy left, Oh fuccour a poorediſtreſſed finner 
in the very gall of bicterneſſe. This'isthe behaviour 
ofthe Soule in this worke of fubjeRion. 

The reaſon why the- Lord deales thus with the 
Soule, and why he pluckes a ſinner upon his knees, 
there 15 great rcafon why he ſhould doe it. Therea, 
ſon is ewo-fuld.Firſt, That the Lord may herein ex- 


pteſſeand glorific the greatnefle of his power. And 
ſecondly, oro hnticho glory of his mercy. 

Firſt, the glory of his-power is marvellouſly mag 
pified, in that the Lord ſheives: that hee is able 'to 
pull downe the proudeſt heart, and to ly low the 
hautieſt ſpirits under heaven, -and' thoſe that have 
out-braved the:God of heaven, and beene oppoſite 
to him, and deſpiſed. the glory of -his Name. For 
herein is theglory of his Name greatly exalted,that 
he makes a poore wretchto come, and 'creepe, and 
crawle before him, and beg for mercy at his bands, 
and to beat his diſpoſe. + _ now brig 

It is a fine paſſage. You know how Pharaob would 
out- face the Lord, ſaying, Who # the Lord char 1 ſhould 


obey him > Andas the Maſter fomctime faith'to his 


ſervant, You ſhall, And you ſhalldoe ris; ſaith the 

husbandtq Kis wife. This is the ſturdy fierceneſſe of 

a company of wretches, Well, the Lord let him a- 

lope forthe while, bur in the 2 7, verſe, —_—_— 
| of 


the power of the Almighty,magnified, that he hath 
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Lord had freed and delivered his ſervants, and had 
plagued the Egyptians with the haile, then Pharaoh 
fayd, Now I know that the Lord is greater than all Godly, 
and that be is righteow, but I and my people ore wicked. 
Vhere is Pharaoh and Nimrod, and all the reft of 
thoſe mightie ones of the world ? they are all 
downe to hell, and God hath defiroyed them, for, 
ia the thing wherein dealt phLA, hee was 
above 2 Herein.is the glory of Gods power. 
Soit is here. As we uſe to ſay, Doe you know ſuch 
aman? Yes. VVhat was he? A profeſt- wake 
and ade deſpiſerof God and, UL EN 499 
onethat did hatethe yery face ofan honeſt man. Oh, 
the Lord 'bath broughe him upon his <ihecay Oh, 
admiable(faithhe) what is he humbled, and is his 
heart broken? Oh yes, the Lord bath dejeted him 
inthatwherein be was. proud... Asit : among ney: 
Iftwomen be in controverlie, and th e One enters ig- 
to ſuit withthe other, and before a man will 
aad yeeld himſclfe, hewill dye, noun a Lag 
that be baththeoto. mnt tsveale 1h 
that tongue deny what ithath ſpoken. ee 
his excellencie: So-it is with aur God. Thong 


brought downthoſe great if rg and all thoſe 
Nemede and great Kings, which 56 | Who is the 
Lorde he ——_ Ns helen, $0-cameE ing 
and toſubmitunto him. ; . 


Secondly, by this canes the Lord doth mate Theſes The ſecond 


vellouſly . promate the -praiſe of his mercy. 7 
Mn hed 


heedamegtls; Fef i battbe] 
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On 


a poore finner at adead lift, and when all prayers, 


and hearings prevailed not, and whenall priviledges | 


were not able to purchaſe mercy and favour, then 


the Lord ſhewes mercy. Doth'not .this argue the 


excecllencie of that Balme? that will cure when' all 
other mcanes cannot doe the deede, that the Lord 
ſhouldthen (I fay) looke upon #poore finner, and 
reftefh him with one drop of mercy: Oh; this-isun> 
ſpeakabte mercy ! As the Prophet David ſaith, 
my bones can ſay, Lord who is ike unto thee F'as if hee 


had fayd,This eyethat hathwept for my finnes, this. 


tongue thar hath confeſt my finnes, and this hearr 
Char hath grieved' for ſinne, all theſe bave beenere- 
Feſhby thee. 'This prayeris not like to thee, this 


Eifting and thefe priviledges are not like torhee, for | 


theſe could not fuccour me; but thou” art'the Lord 
That didft deliver and faccour thy poore”ſervant.. 
Andecondly, herein is alſo admirable freenefſe' of 
mercy; that when the Lords mercy was but lightly 
looked after, that thenthe Lord ſhould give mercy, 
anf{ tharto anenemic. For, rhe Soulecan fay, ifany 
thing in the world would have ſaved me; I: ſhowld 
not have gone tothe Lord for mercyz and yet when 
af would nordoe, and whenT'Qid not thinke of any 
fiich DAN: nb Lord ſaved me: This is free 
mercy. The hope of Iſrael is notlike others, and the 


Godof 7atob tsnot hike other Gods: You diftrefled 
Soules, did not you know the time when God ter- 
. tz ified you, and then offered mercy and you would 
none, but you would ſcramble for merey, and: ſhift 
for your owne- comfort; ' and yetthe Lord: brought 
downethofe proud hearts of yours, and when'you 


Were 
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wereat adcad lift,and could finde comfort nowhere 


elſe, rhen did the Lord ſhew mercy-to your Soules.: 
Was not this free mercy? woader at it, and give 
Godglory for it,even forever. { , {4 | 
This being ſo, that the ſoule that !is5 throughly 7/7, 1 
humbled,ycelds to.ſubmit.itſelfetothe Lord Then, 
this is like a Bill of inditement againſt all the ſtout 
ones.of rhe world. This ſhewes how unwor: by they 
are of any mercy; Nay, how unfit they are for mer- 
cy, Theyare ſo farre from partaking of Gods mer- 
cy,that they will not be humbled, and -therefore 
they cannot be exalted: Nay, they have a baſe c- 
ſteeme of it, and ſo they hatetheir everlaſting ſalya- 
tion, For, looke how farre they are from ſubmiſſion, 
ſo farre they.are from the comfort and happineſle 
of the Lord. He that will enter inat the ſtraite gate 
of ſubje&tion, is ſo farre from ever going in theway 
to lifezthat he never ſet one foote (yet) in thisway: 
Let me ſpeake, as once the Prophet did; Heare wil 
tremble all you ſtout ones of the earth, you that account 
it 4 matter of credit to caſt off the Commandemems of 
God, and that you canlift up yoar ſelves againſt the. Al- 
mightie, Good Lord,is it poſſible? you kgow what 
I ſay; there is many a.one here, and if they be not 
here, (as commonly they arenot) let them-heare of 
it, How is.it that men ſlight all correRtions; and 
ſnap all Gods C6mandements in funder, as\Samſov 
did the cords; and they ſay, their tongues aretheir 
owne, and their luſts are - the commands that carry 
them: Nay, is it come tothis. paſſe now adayes 
{ for the Lords ſake thinke of, it) that men/account 
it a matter.of baſeneſle of ſpirit to be ſuch childiſh 
on 3h, Bt M 2 babes, 
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The Soules Humiliation. 

babes, arid to be ſo womannuth, as to | a every. 
cominand. Oh, you muſt nor be drunke, (faith ove) 
it isa hot argument, and are you ſuch a child asto 
eeldtoit. No, ktus follow our owne wayes; is 
itnot thus ? Iappeale to your owne Soules : there 
are too niany guilty in this place : Doe you thinke 
to out-brave the Alraighty in this manner 2 Doe 
you provoke the Lord to: wrath, and doe you not 
ovoke your ſoules'to your owne confufion £ 
oeſtthou thinke t9 goe ro heaven thus bolt up- 


right, the Lord carinot indure thee here, and will 


He ſuffef thee to dwell with himſelfe for ever in 
heavens? VWWhat,thouto heaven upontheſe termes? 
Nay,thou muſt not thinke to out-brave the Lord in 


' this manner, atid togH to heaven too? How did the 


Lord deate with Lucifer, and all thoſe glorious ſpi- 
rits? He ſent rhe all downe to hell for their pride. 
Let all ſuch ſpirits heare, and know their miſerie. T 
doe not trouble my ſelfe with any matter of indip- 
nation, it is notrouble tome, but onely becauſe of 
your finnes, for you arethe greateſt objeAs of pitty 
under heaven. You that know ſuch, and/have fuch 
husbands : oh mourne for them exceedingly. The 
Lord doth deteſt their perſons. As the Wiſe man 
faithy The froward in heart are an abhominatian to the 
Lord, The Lord doth abhorre that heartof thine : 
An, fhall God abhominate that proud heart of 
thine,and yetblefſe ir, and fave it, and will he dwell 
with ſucha heart in heaven? No, he hath ſome body 
elſe rogive heaven to. Secondly, thy eſtate is de-. © 
fperate here, and'marvellous unrecoverable. As the 
ſame Wiſeman faith, He that being often reprooved,, 


| irbepoſible, 


The Soules Humiliation. 


bardentth bis necke, and will nor ftoope rs any counſels, 


nor reproofes, bur ſaith : Who meddles with you, and 
Iknow what I have to doe, 'and ler every Tub ſtand 
upon his 0yne bottome. How many cf yon here 
have beene reprooved for your ſwearing, but you 
leave it not? How many of you have beene reproo- 
ved for your prophaning of the Lords Day ? doe 
you withdraw your ſelves from it> Oh no ſuch mat= 


ter { Goe your wayes thenand mourne' over thoſe 


hard hearts of yours; and in private ſay thus, "This 
is my ſentence right. The Lord be mercifullcomy 
Father (ſaith the childe) and the Lord bee mercifull 
tomy husband, (fairh the wife)- and tomy 
wite,(1aith the husband,) are not we they that have 


j beeneoften reprooved? have not wee bad ſuch ex.. 


hortations as have made the Church to ſhake; the 
devils would have gotten more good if they had 
had them, and yet we have caſt 6f all;and we would: 
not eomein, we doe not yet pray'in our Families,. 
but we-throw away all, the Lord bath ſayd it, hee 
that being often reprooved bardneth his necke, and 
willnot comein, ſhall periſh : he is gone then; and: 
therefore thoumayſt fay, Oh my husband is but a: 
dead man, and my child is adead child, hee ſhall 
periſh : but there s no remedie, {may ſome ſay) 
Neo, the Text faith ſo, he ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroy- 
ed, and thatwirchout refnedie. The trutliis,, 1 neede: 
ſay no more, bur that you know your owne hearts; 
bewailethoſe hard hearts ot yours,that(as thewater 
by continuall cropping, atlaſt melts the flint) ſoif: 
| proud hearts-of 'yours-may-bee- 
brought downeaTf adrunkard, or an adulterer- will! 
ma: M3; fubmit: 


The Soules Humiliation. : 


ſubmit to the Word, there is remedy for them; but. 
there is no remedie for bim, that will nor yeeld to 
the Spirit of God. The Lord be mercifull to the 
Soules of them, Will:you ſee your ſturdic hearted 
husbands and children. periſh 2 the: Lord-in mercy 
ſet this, home to your - hearts at; Jaſt, and prevaile 
with them. VWilkyau periſh, and that ſuddenly ? 
Oh let us pitty them | will. you not yeeld now, bur 
will you ſtand ir outtothe laſt man? + | 497 
.: The Lord,, comes out; jin battell array againſt a; 
proud perſon, and ſingles him'out” from all the reſt, 
and wbeatbe Vialls of his wrath are ; powred out 
_ Upon.all wicked gnes,(me thinkes)-the | Lord faith, 
Let that .drunkard and: that |{weareralone awhile, 
but.let me defiroy that proud. 'heart for- ever.: You 
ſhall ſubmit in ſpight of your teeth, when the great. 
God of heavenandearth ſhall cometo execute.yen- 
geance, and'doe not thinke to ſcarre God:withyour . 
mocks,you that will ſweare:a man'out of your com»; 
pany. Conſider that place in 7ob,- and ſee: how;the' 
Lord comes withall his full might; againſt a'proud 
man. Itis. good toread this place often, . that: God 
may pull downe our proud hearts,- Foy. he: ftretcheth 
ont his hands againſt the Almighty (faith the text) 4d 
ſtrengthaeth himſelfe againſt, God, and -he faith; 1 wit 
doe it though my lifelye at the take for'it,he ſtrengthens 
himſclfe and, will doe it, Surely God ig afraid - of 
him, he comes ſo well mann'd; the Eord muſt deale 
ſome AY with him to overthrow him, Marke what 
thetext ſaith, The Lord runnes upon himeven on his 
necke,,, upon theehigke boſſes of bis; backlers, becauſe: he 
covereth his fac wh his, ſaunefſe,) png makich; eptiope. 
; 1 1: 
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of fat upon bis flankes; the Lord comes-upon” hin 
not'at the advantage, but in the or of his pride, \ 
r % 


and in therage of his malice the Lord: will come 
upon him, aridrinate him forever: Thoſethat now 
ſtand it out} and *caft” off all, 'careleſly-throwing 
away the Commandements of God; I would have 
them atthe day of their death to out-Rand'the curſe 
of God. The Lord God'/conimands:to ſanQific his 
Sabbiths, and to love his trartvarid his children;yer, 
youwill not, but you will firive againſt all; I would 
have you to out-ſtand the curſe of God in the day 
of Judgement, and when the Lord Jeſus ſhall ſay, 
' Dopare from m6; ye curſed, into tverlaſting fire,” ſtand. it 
out now, andfay, Iill not goe to hell (Lord)Lwill 
not bedamned; No,no; you broke the cords here, 
but the Lord will bind youin chaines of *darkenefle 


forever, remove'th6le Ebaines if' you-can. /No,'#be gc. z. 17. 


hanghtieft of wiew ſhall bebrought low, and -the loftine(se 
of menſhal be abaſed, andthe Lord ſhall onely be exalted 
in that day. LOTS "4 


o 


- The ſecond Uſeisfor inflution,ts ſhew unco us 74, 2. 
 thatanhumble Soule is marvellous teachable 'and 


rraQable, and igwilling to/yeeld' unto, and\!co bee 
guided by any (truth; it ſubmirs,” ahd there-is-no 
quarrelling againſt the: Commandements of God, 
-oneword of Gods mouth iseriought If the Lord 
reproovs,, it takes the ſame hometo inſelfe;/ ifithe 


Lord promiſeth, it beleeves; andif theLord rhrea- 


2it tremblcs. It igexfie to be convinced of what» 


 foerer® is informed,” iF'it have/ho-gogd''reaſon to 


ineAy it; It js notof rhatwayward and petrifh 
difpoktion, thatitwillactbe ſarisfied*though: - 


=y 
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Tas reaſons be anſwered, and all objections taken 


away. It isnot led by his owne humours, as many 
a manis, though his conceits be againſt reaſon,. and 
oppoſiteagainſt God and his grace, Nay, it 1s con- 
rent to'yeeld tothe aurhoritic of the truth, and to 
take the impreſſion of every truth; it heares, and 
yeelds, and obeyes, and frames it ſelte anſweralfly. 
As Py ſaith, 7has which 1 know not teach thou-me, and 
if 1 bave done any iniquizie, I will doe ſo no mare, The 


"humble Soule 15-coment toconfeſle, his ignorance, 


and to ſubmit to any th, chat may- apy him, 
and it is contert to receive that 
that is offered, by.what.meanes - 5486s an Gon 


beſt. to Communicate it. Mb. the bearr that is | 


that 1t-ſhou'd rakeand 
Lojd. Take oak xa ſinner, that 
tack 6 him,. and hee is 


I drherrooth by 


ont; _ _ = ads Fer obe. Miniſter. of God 


come;ſindiinſvere all hisarguments, and fatigfieall 
: telsthat be can make, and ſet hinion acleare 
{l-bim-that the worke of gract is cleare, 


Den Fe bim,: Now-marke how 


© ZE © | 


be thenelewog that "ſullepueſle and untoward 
peeviſh- 
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hevniaele pag, pride of. Spuit,: be calts.away the = 
mercy,and yeelds not to: the comfort offered,though 
he is contentto yeeld Rage dues coaune and io 
be bicelfe pf that merey; and comer. 
hae ft z andthus whey all:is:ddne time after 
time, the Soule faith, 1 fe it not, and; 1 perceiveit 
not:. and all the world ſþall nor petfwade me of-it, 
Why £. what, are, you, wiler all: 4he.;warkd? 
what 2 pride of: beart is thise. Oh a bene 
man may hecozcned and'deceived; bur 1 
one heart better then any 'Miniſter doth. But you 
tell-che. Miniſter. what your: conditions ' not , ſo, 
$1 you know! hee knowes, atd: hoe: hath more 
t.toenforme you,: then;yol:kaveof your 
{cl c.; Then faith the Miniſter, -2}{ your cavils and 
be PeGiogs, ay anfvered, and renjoorads yu al 
tht WITTE grace: _ — hath; 
i kaowne and prrs 
malegrody y the Ward pf Godp ods ern Eallabaſe 
CL nfwered, and if g/l: the reaſors. and ovi- 
denccs of rhe we Tnkoget Cone pong _ 7 rex oa 
au cangot., deny (3. May Nat: 
= coinfort £ Downe with: t proud: heart of 
poptbyeeil not; beleats whe mhicſeevc the [Minit 
ſter Ob thre. height banghtinoſſe 
dad ha Cloak L — _— cond 
mercv 4s impropriaceds, davenectriththoſt 
aud ſpirits Lfay. Ir pres heonſopmertbenine : 
becai pol BO, on Pe EE eng bervrfe Eſa.61.3, 
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Gr anfiveable, hee prepares a conn as fea as 


. may be,and yet the Soulewill not put it on, nor bee 


warmed and refreſhed with it; aSir iswith ſome 

wardand wtitoward child, who whetrhis father 

vc eparedaſauireof cloathes ficting for him; be- 

cauſe he bath not ſuch and ſacha lace, he will not 

putiton, bur throwes it away. 'Oh/ it i$ marvel- 

_ ide of ſpirit ! arod; arod,”Evenfo;when the 

RR thegarmeat of pladneſfe, you will 

= pure it 0n, nor receivethe comforr that 1s offered, 
and ſo welt your owne hearts.” ' 

: Now I cometo this laſt paſſage in this wotke of 
'"Humiliavion, andithis is the dead "lift of all. "The 
Prodigalt doth novſtand irout with his Father and 
ſay, Llamnow come againe, if I may have halfe the 
rule inthe Family, I amicontent to live with you. 
My, thougs heewould' not ſtay there) before, *yer 
nowheicannot bekepr out; heis content ro bee any 
thing: Oh +Flairh he) I.confeſfe Tdoe defervethe- 

bur if any man will once helpe mee in, =_ 
buv chrow IPOng —_— 4s I ma 
ren Fins 0h o&any dru bon 
ma_ thaclT Leould tee PAs if 
he 
you had ithe birerneſſe of HMiQion as thave 
done, youweuldbe gladoof' any thing'ire a fathers 


a mwng's Compal _ nd _—_ 
your needes away oa ce? 
BILE its I have 


 rellyon, if you were co bites: and troub 
ra 6k woald fay, At is pood bei in a fa- 
ear nr TR Ar lr rorhe Lo:dup- 


_ ternaes.s: av-it-18 —_ this: -Prodigall-+ $61 4 


+45 


3” 
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that thinke nothing ſufficient, if 


The Sonles Hunileation: 


is withevery ſoule that is xrvely humbled, with the 

ſenſe afhis owne xilenclle, When, the png 
t no duties will quiet His conſcience, norget t 

pardonof his finne, he comes hame ang 18 CONter 


not.onelyt9 the. profeſſion of the, Goſpe 
upon ROSS FEEOP nah the CT , and _ lay, oy” 


I may have honours;and RO atdeale,. and. 


liberty, and the like, rhen Lam. conteng. to, fallow, is 
Nay, peooule faith, let mebea miſerable. [ 
impriſoned, let mebe a ſcrvant, and be;broughtito 


| thehcavieſt hazzards,l care notwhat Ibeifthe Lord 


will but receive meto-mercy. Lord (faith he). ſhey. 


content t to ſufferany. 
thit : <-—ap nd Jamoomene robe, and 9 Te 


4 Soule thas is truly bambled, 1s coment to be diſpoſed 4: 
of by the Almighty, 46 4t 7 plesfe him. '1 3 ; DoSrine, 


The maine pitch of this point; lyes,in. the word, 

| Ls ne bigher as a 
| and this is phaine by this. cxam-: 
whohath ulcd. all owanes toa- 


9m Hs he cetbchay A 
i, and: x bears it; hee is not 
ay.,isfo, hr rs Nats 
em icors Teas where: 7 is: 
DRE = 
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Lords Sham), iS eothiming'to ſerve a Subyina ol 
him; ad it is not able roavoyd'ir, nor to: it 
when he comes, cory wed ere felfe and 


faith, Lord, whicher' fall oy her ev en 
and voydable; gr ruth 


the Soule yes his band aponhis mouth, a 
away contented 'arid well fatisficd; and it hath way 
thing ro ſky y agtinſt the Lord; This is the nature of 


re 


the D6&rine thhand',” and for thedetter opening _ = 


ir, "JereweUilcover three things.” 
Fe "Firſt What is the behaviour ofthe Soble, in this 
workeysf cortentedneſfe. Brethren, theſe-are paſſe 


gevof great weight, fiat} would: have-every man th 


rake notice of: 
>, "Secondly, What is the behaviour of rhe Lord, 
».\-of, what is the difpofiti ition wherewith the Soule 
mibe cdtitented.” ; M4 
3. -*Ehirdly. The reaſonwhy the Loi wal have the 
hearr' ar ſi fubhan der aid ro be ir his command # 
For, how ſoevet the OL one borne other 
jew a es ever: catnd 
«pero Bacher -Cbtift; 'muft 
Cl ego them, and it is impoſſible that 


the Soule his ke bee 
I ks rey for le" water: 


2m know when his Soilte”) '36-thus. 

kt a8s/otpalſage g. (br; 
Wi jeninelis 7 ds ef reg ren you beſore: 
contre ntceanc 16 


__ wie hte 26, is poweY, bn pleafure, wy, 'hee 


Sep anccy:? Now the Soule: —— 
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is frattie of hrartdiſcorers #ſelſe in 
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fed,” (though he ſeeke- mercy) yer he ſeeth fo much 
corruption, and unworthinefle in bimſelfe, that hee 
acknowledgeth himſfeHe unfit for mercy. He cannoc 
avoydthe wrath of God, 'neicher can he beare ir, 
therefore he faith, Oh mercy, micrcy -Lord'} Whar 
(faithche Lord) 1 had thought your ownedurics, 
and prayers, would have catried you our againſt my: 
Juſtice; and have purchaſed mercy?: Oh no (fair 
the-Soule) it is' onely mercy chat muſt relieve and: 
ſucconr me, bur ſuch is my vileneſſe, rhat I am nor 
fit for the leaſt mercy and favour; and ſuch is the 
wickedneſſe of this wretched heart of mine, that 
wharſocver are the greateſt plagues, I am worthy of 
them all, though never ſo inſupportable: and all rhe' 


ha 1s that God hath threatned, and prepared 
for the\dvilt and his angels, they areall due rothis 
wretche&t Soule of mine,” for lIamadevillt intruthy; 
onelyhere is the diffettnce, I am not yet in hel and- 
oh (faith the Soult) had the devi's the like hopes, 
and meines, and patience that I have enjoyed, for 
oughy know,” they would have beene better than I 
711,'Ir is that Which ſhatnes the Soule in al} his ſoe-: 
1Owes,and makes him fay, had they the like mercy*” 
Oh thoſe ſweere comforts, and thoſe precious 7o= 
miſ.'$that T have had,and that rhe Lord - Jefus harb 
mideto' tnee, and hath come ſo/matiy he.ivie 'ovit- 
ncyesto knockeatmy heart, and ſayd;Cone to mee 
ye rebellious children, rurne- ye, ture yees way 
will-ye- dye; Oh that me cy; that hath fol | 


me from'my houſe romy-watke, ard there meroys: | 7 


huh conferred with me, and from thenee to my! 
cloſer; andthere mercy bach woed ce + and ip.tny 


3 ” night | 


— 
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night thoughts when | awaked, there mercy kneeled 
downe betore me, and beſought me to _renounc 
my baſe courſes, yet I refuſed mercy, and would rf 
. needes have my owne willy bad the Devills but ſuch G 
bopes, and ſuch offers ot mercy, ;thry that now. | b 
tremble for wait of mercy; they; would have given Cc 
entertainement to it; for ought Fknow : And what, h: 
doe I ſeeke for mercy ſhall I talke of mercy?. Alas, hi 
ſhall I feeke for mercy, when.in' the meane time, I fc 
have thus ſlighted and deſpiſed it : what, I mercy e mu 
the leaſt of Gods mercies are too. good for me, and th 
the heavieſt of Gods plagues are too little for mee, 
Nay, the ſoule findes noend inpleading, .and there- 
fore he reaſons thus with himſelfe, and, ſaih, that; 
God cannot doe moreagainſthim:than hee hath de- 
ſerved; but be ſure, be thinkes that God will not lay 
moreupon him than: hee is.worthy of. Nay, it is 
ſure the.Soule canncx beare ngr ſufter ſo muchas he, 
| hathdeſerved and pluckt upon himſclfe, if God, 
ſhou}d preceode in rigourwith him,, For: the finger. 
thatwilldeale plainely, and, diſcerqes bis evill ex-, 
adtly ; iris caſie for himto.mumber up all- bis abho- 
minations,' andthe ſoule thus: reaſons with it ſelfe, 
and ſaith, I onely deſerve, ercxnail condemnation:; 
for. thewages of all.ſinne is dearth, beingoommij th 
againſt an infinite Majeſtic, and aggip(t a Divine, Jus, | w 
Rice, and then-what doe all theſe my finnes deſerve, 26 
' committed,and continued in, and maintained againſt {ou 
the light.of Gads VVord againſt all-coreions, and. #6; 
all. checkes, of :conſcience, andall. che;Commande- ha 
ment»of God, hell isto0 good, and 'ten thouſand: 
hells is too. little cotorment ſucha wretchas I am, In 
- : truth, 
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cruth, T begged "mercy, | but what, I mercys T'am 
pres A. toexpet je od with what- heart Ll b 
this mercy which [have troden under my feete £ 
Shall thar blood of Chriſt purge my hearr, thar 
bloud that I have trampled under my feete, and ac- 
counted ir as anunholy thing > and when the-Lord 
hath wooed me, and his wounds were bleeding, and 
his ſides godred, and his hideous cries comming in- 
co mitie cates, Hy God,'my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
me, yetthis Chriſt have I flighted, and made no- 
thing of his bloud, and can the bloud of Chriſt doe 
meany ſervice © indeed Idoe crave grace, bur how 
doeIthinketo receive any. All the pillars of the 
Church canteſtifie, how often grace, and m 
have beene offered to me, bur I have refuſed ir;there- 
fore how can T begge any grace? Andas the Text 
faith, They ſhall ſee their finne and ackwonledge their 
w#yes, and judge themſelves worthy to be condemned. 


So the Souke confeſſeth, that it is worthy of nothing 


thar is good, it is not worthy of Gods love, nor of 


Gdods preſervation, or any other privitedge, -onely _ 


he confeſſeth rhar he doth loath himſelfe, and ith: 
Oh this ſtubbornnefſe; and villanie, and this wretch- 
edneſſe of mine : what, I'megry® ho, T am-not wor: 
thy of any, it is' more'than'I expe, Tam onely 
wotthytobe caſt outfor eve. Asthe-Propher' Z- 


zechiel ſaith; 'That thow- maye# remember, and bee con- Excchs 26 64, 


founded, and never open thy mouth more beraufe of 1y 
ſhame; that is,thiey ſhall remember theevillthat they 
have committed, atid'the Lords kindheſſt and: mer= 
ciethatrheyhave oppoſed, and they ſhall becon- 
ſaunded;jandnot open their'mourhes any more. So; 
L | | NOW: 


, TT 


v6: 


Lament. z. 22. 


_ andallurings tothis ſinneand my delight init: then 
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now his tongue cleaves tothe roofe of his mcuth; ; 


andbe ſaith, 1 remember my, evill, andam aſhamed 
toexpee any mercy, I { for mercy before, bur 
now. I ſee Iam unworthy of any, and worthy, of all 
the judgements that God can powre yponme. T he 
Soule confeſſcth, clearely,.that hee bath deſerved 
more- than God will lay upon him, for. if. God 
ſhould powre all his wrath upon him, hemuſtmake 


- him infinite to beare his infinire wrath, and therefore 
| the Lord onely layes {omuch upon him. as he is ca- 


le of. l iff ' 

of PEE Soule acknowledgeth rhe equalnes 
fGods dealings be they never ſoþarſh inthis kind, 
confeſſerh that he is as clay inthe bands: of the 
Potter, and the.Lord may deale withhimas he will. 
Yex; the. Soule is driven to.2an amazement. at the 
Lords -patience, that he.hath | beene pleaſed to re+ 
prive him ſo lang, and thar God hath not caſt him 
our of his preſeace,and ſent him downe to hell long 
agoe. Itisthe frame of Spirit that che poore lamen- 
ting Church had: #8 1he. Tardemerep Pig Wwe. are mor 
confounded, becauſe bis, rompaſians faile! not.” \N hen 2 
poore drunkard ſeeth how hee hath roared in the 
Alchouſe againſt, God, and; his truth,, and; how. hee 
hath, plotted agaioſt rhe. Saints, he wonders. that 
ever-God could beaare with-ſuch.a wretch, and-that 


| +, : theeanth bath nor. (wallowed bimup+quickes. And 
when the Lord hath humbled the heart of..an. adul- 


terer, ar; adultgeſls, he begins ro;thigke thus with 
himſelfe, the Lord ſawall the. eyils rhat [have com- 
mitred; and allmy plottings, and all myy.inveiglings 


the 
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the Soule admires that ever Gods Iuſtice.was able 
10 beare with ſuch a monſter, and that God did not 
confound him- in his burning luſts, and-caſt him 
downeto hell. Oh (faith he) it is becauſe bis mer- 
cies faile not, that my life” and all hath-fot. failed 
long agoe. Nay, the Soule concludes ,thatthe Lord 


then art juit in all thats brought upon xs,for thinhaſt 
done right, but we have done wickedly; asif hee! had 


ſayd, Iris righteous thatevery manſhould lyc under. 


his owne load, andtherefore thou mayf juſtly con 
demne us. Nay, the Soule faith, TharGod cannot 
but plague him foroughtthat be perceivesinluſtice; 


_— _ — x 


ſhould not ſave him. As Nehemiah ſaith, Hombeit, Neten,y 33. 


as Dance! ſaith, Therefore hath the Lord watched upon Dan, g. 14. 


the evill, and brought it upon ws, for the Lord our God 
& righteoms in all bis workes which he doth, becauſe we 
abejed not bis vojce: Heeſyeakes there of the"70. 
cares captivitie. So the Soule ſaith, Becauſe the 
ordis jaſt, and righteous, and doth notonely pu- 


nifh, bur he cannor bur puniſh, and'therefore- he -ju- 


ſifies the Lord in all the plagues thatevercan bee 
indicted upon him. And hence itis thatthe Soule 
will not maintaine any kinde of mu or heart 
rifing againſt the Lords dealing, much lefledoth he 
hide ir 1athe Lord. Bur, though nature and.corrup- 
tion will be ſtirring, and ſometimesthe heart will be 

rudging againſt the Lord and ſay, Why doththe 

ord thus,and why are not my prayers anſwered, 
ſuch a Soule is.humbled,-and ſuch a Soule is com- 


forted, andwhy nor las well as he, yet _— | 


ſuch matter ariſeth inthe heart, he ftifles, 
and chokes theſe as” Ponds and _— | 
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abaſeirſelfe before the Lord, ſaying, What if God 
will uot(asthe Apoltle ſaith)ſpeaking of the rejei- 
on of ſome, 8 the receiving ot others: fothe Soule 
ſaith, What if God will not heare my prayers? and 
what if God will not pacifie my confcience? nor 
fhew any mercy to mee, I have my-owne, and 
doththe Lord doe me any wrong, vile hell-hound 
that I am, I have my finne and my ſhame, wrath is 
my portion, and hell is my place, may goethither 
en I will, itis mercythat God deales thus with 
me. Now the Soule comes tocleare God inall his 
providence,and faith, It is juſt with God that all the 
rayers which come fromthis filthy heart of mine, 

i ſhould be abhorred, and that aH my:labours in' hol] 
duties ſhould neverbe blefled, for I have hadtheſe 


ends,-and by-reſpeds inall my duties; iris I that 


have ſinned againſt checks of conſcience, & againſt 
knowledge;anditherfore it is juſt that H{hould carry 
this horrour ofheart with me to my-graves iris L 
| EE abuſed mercy, and therefore it.is juſt and: 

righteous with God, that I ſhould goe with a tor- 
wenting conſcience downe to hell Ohchart (ifI be 
inbell)1 might bave a Spiritto glorific and juſtifie 
thy Name there, and ſay, Now Iamcome downe: 


to-hell amongſt you damned creatures, but the Lord: 


is righteous and blefled: forever inall his dealings, 
and I am juſtly condemned. 
' Thirdly, Henee the Soule comes to be quiet and 
framable under the heavy hand of Gedinthat help- 
' eſſe condition wherein he is; ſothat the Soule ha-' 
ving beene thus framed aforehand, it comestothis, 
| thatit takes the blow and lics under the: burthen: 


! 
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and goes away quietly and patiently, heis quiet and 
ſaithnota word more:oh!thisis a heart worth gold 
Heaccounts Gods dealing and Gods way to be the: 
fitteſt and moſt ſeaſonable of all.O n(Gaich he)itis fic 

that God ſhould glecils himſelfe though T bedam- 

ned forever, for I defervethe worſt; whatſoever I 
have it is the reward of my owne workes, and the 
 endof my owne way; it Ibe damned, I may thank 
my pride,my ſtubbornnefle, my pecviſhneflc of ſpi- 

rit, and all my baſe corruptions, W hat ſhall I repine 

againſt the Lord, becauſe his wrath and his diſplea- 

ſure lies heavie upon me? let me repine againſt my 

fin that made him to do ir; Let me grudg againſt my 

baſe heart that bathnouriſbed theſe adders in my 
beſome,ſhallI beunquict and murmure againſt the 
Lord,becauſethis horrour of heart doth yexe me? | 
oh, no, let meblefle the Lord and notſpeake one '  __ ..;; 
word againſt him, butlet me repine againſt my fin; m 
as the Foty Prophet David faith, 1 held my tongue Pha. 39.9. 
and ſpake nothing, becauſe thou Lord hadde#t done 

it. So the (oule faith, when the ſentence of condem- 

nation is eyen ſeazing upon him,and God ſcemesto 

caſt him out of his favour, then he ſaith, I confeſſe 

God is juſt,8 therefore I bleſſe his Name,andyeild 

to him- but fin is the worker of all this miſery that 
hath befallen me. The holy Prophet leremie plea- 
ding of the great extremitie that had befallen the 
people of God,ſaith,woe is me for my hurt, mywonnd (er. to. iy, 
is grievows, bat } ſayd, trucly this is my griefe and 
muft beare it, This is the frame of a/heart thatis true- 
ly humbledjit is content to take al toit ſelfand ſoto 
be quiet, ſaying, this is my wound and I muſt beare 
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it, this.is my ſorrow 2nd I will fufferitz thus you ſce 
- whatthe behaviour ofthe heartisinthis contented. 
nes. Hold theſe well for they are of marvellous dif. 
ficulty and greatufe. But, whatis the dealing of the 
Lordtharthe ſoule muſt be contented with? 

The behaviour of the Lord towards the Soule in 
this kind diſcovery, it ſelfe in twothings. Firſt, In. 
what he will doe to the Soule. Secondly, in the 
manner of his dealing, how he will deale with the 
Soule, and the heart muſt be comented with both 
theſe. Sometimesa man will beare a thing, but nor 
the manner _—_— _—_— z but ne will make 
a anger waite im for mercy. apaine, 
and againe, and be content with the hartrtn of his 
dealings, and glad he may haye it fotoo. 


The firſt thing - The firſt thing that God wildoe to the Soulce,and- 


"1. Which the Soule muſt be conten:ed with; isthat fal- 
vation, and happincs, and the acceptation ofa mans. 

. perſon now, muſt be no moreina mansowne hands, 
por in bis owne abilitie, the Lord hath" raken the: 
iafſe out of bis hand; and Salyatien muſt bee no. 
mare put io his owne power. Hereis2 wonderfull: 
_—_— ride expreſt before the Soble will yeeld 
' tothis. When Adam was created in his innocencie, 
the Lord put a faire ftocke into his. hand, and hee 
might bave traded for himſelfe; and he had'Iiberty 
of will, and power of grace, forhat he mighr have 
ontenthe favour of God, by that which hee could 
if he would have done that, he mighthave lived: 
Buewhen 4dewhad berrayed that traſt whichGod 
committed to-himinthefſtare of Paradiſe, becauſe 
he had forfeited this truſt, the Lord tooke —_ | 
, Om: 
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from him, and nothing ſhall be in him, or from him 


any more in the point of luſtification, - oracceprati- - 


on a$.1ny way meritorious. Ade in his innocen- 
cy might have required merey by vertue of a Coye- 


_ nant from.God, biit-44a5 ſhall now have nc 


in his owne power atty niore, but he ſhall haye his 
Tuſtification and accepration (not in himſclfe ) bue 
inanother, evenTeſus. Chriſt. So that- the reaſon 
why any:Soule is juſtified and accepred wich the 
Lord, itis y inanother, not im himſelfe.' !t 
is a great matterto bring the heart tothis: for rhe 
Soule to ſee nothing in himſelfe, but all in and 
through Chriſtz Obthis is a difficule worke:' The 
Lord will nottraſt him with afarthing token. There' 
are rwo es marvellous ufcfullrhis way, and 
therein you ſhall ſee the exceeding pride of a mans 
hearr, and it is very common. One is inthe 
Romans bs ——_ when faith, - fn 
Gentile fought for righteouſweſſe, that is, : 
might Fart ae. pai eonſneſſe in the Foy 
of God. The lew ſoughtthis by the workes of the 
Law,that is,by himſelte, by his ſacrifices,and wath- 
ings;and the like, and he he theſe woold have 
acquitted him inthe fight of God, Butthe TFexr 
ſaith, Iſrael which followed after the Law of rightrouſ- 
nefſe, hath not attained it, thar is,they have not arta- 
ned it, becauſe they ſought ir nor by faith,and from 
Chriſt,but,in and of themſclves,and therefore they 
never came toattaineit, Bu” moſt pregnant is thiac 
other place,where the Apoſtle ſgith, /bearet bem re- 
cord that they have the weale of Gods; but nor according 
ts hwowledge, forthey being ignorantof Gods righ- 
| ©- 3. x teoulneſle,. 
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© tcouſneſſe, and going abour to eſtabliſhtheir owne 
righteouſneſſe, have not ſubmitted themſelves to 


Gods rightcouſneſſe : the cauſe-why aftty man is ac- 
quitted of God; itis not becauſe of any:thing thac 
he hath or doth, bur it is from: anthers righteouſ- 
nefle, But what a great matteristhis: The Text 
ſaith, that going abowt to eſtabliſh thelr owne righteouſ- 
ne(]e they Boe not ſubmintea, &e, here in this place 


there is this remarkeable. Theythought to eſtabliſh - 


their owne righteonſneſle thatis their ownedutics, 


and ſcrvices, their owne parts and abilities, and be- 


cauſethey thought to find acceptance for what they 
did, they did not ſubmit. Submiffionarguesa poiat 
of ſubjeRion, and the want of this, horrible; pride. 
This ismarycllousdevilliſh pride,thata man ſhould 
ſet up the luſts of his owne righteouſnefle, and dit: 
ties, and thinke to fande acceptance,and reconcilia. 


tion with, and pardon from the. Lord becauſe of 


theſe.  Sothat now the 'Soule is nothing, and the 
Lord ſaith onto him,thou ſhalt goe in ragges all.chy 
dayes, that Chriſt may be thyrighteouſneſſe. Thou 
ſhalt bea foolethat 'Chriſt maybe thy wiſedome; 
and thou ſhalt be weake, that Chriſt-may: be all thy 
ſtrength; and I will make thee ſubmir to that righ- 
teouſneſſe of Chriſt. Nay,the Lord ſaich further, if 
you think to find acceptance,andro purchaſe mers 
cy by what you candoe,then come.your way, and 
bring all thoſe prayers, and duties, and: ſec if they 
can all anſwere my exact Law ofrighteouſneſſe,and 
ſatisfie my Iuſtice. Thus the Lord is faine toempti 


a man of himſelfe, this is an admirable work of the 


Spirit, when the heart isthus contentto be at Gods 
; carving, 
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carvingand to havenothibg of its owne, to be ig- 


norant;weake, and meane, and to have all from a 
Chriſt. This is confiderable,cvery man would faine 
bring ſomething with him, even where God hath 
—_ grace,and whenwe arcall deadintheneſt, 
and all amort whenwe find it not, and we arc ready 

ro fayyif E hadtheſe, and'theſe enlargements, then 
God would accept me, but becauſe { have not, the: 


Lord wilk-rejze& me, What is that bur:to'fet up the! 


metits of a mans-parts and duties-therefore it is that. 
the Lord will briog the Soule tothis, tobe content. 
tobee juſtified, (not for what hee hath, ) but for 
ſomething in another, befides what he can doe to 
entitle himſelfro heaven and happineſſe. Therefore 


the Apoſtle ſaith, T# bimtba worketh not, but beles- Rom, y, 


veth (onhim that juſtifieth the ungodly) 7s faith ac- 
counted for righteonſneſſe. This is our nature 5 We 
would faine be Ioynt- purchaſers with Chriſt, and 
have ſomething of our owne of merit ( ro make us 
findacceptance with God) as well as icſus: Chriſt 
tn the point of Iuftification.But the Lord will bring 
the hearttothis,it ſhal come as anungodly 'wwretch- 
cedtraitor, that the Lord may Iuſtifie him in Chrilt.. 
Why dare nota poore -finner ſometimes cometo 
Chriſt, and looke to. him for mercy; Oh, he is not 
worthy. Bur, artthou nor content to-ſee thy un- 
worthineſſe? Yes (ith he) bur I ſee ſuch pride, 
ſuch litherneſſe in holy duties, and fuch corruption 
that I dare not goe to Chriſt for mercy. I this bee 
a burthen to thee, and if thouart content to be rid 
of this, then Chriſt hath prepared merey for thee, 


and thou may take it; the Lord will make thee 
: know. 
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know thatthou art not accepted, becauſe thou art 
worthy, but through. Chriſt. ' The Lord juſtifies 
the ungodly. | 
The (ſecond part of the Lords diſpoſe, that hee 

brings rhe Soule unto, -it isthis, Asthe Soule muſt 
looke for what it hath from another : ſo in the ſe- 
cond place, it muſt be contentto take, what mercy, 
and whar another will give. Not, what the Soule 
thinkes fieting; but, what mercy accounts the beſt 
forhim. Now, ſee this. bleſſed frame of beart in 
theſe three partigulars. | 

. Firſt, the Soule is content rhatmery ſhall deny 
what it will to the Soule;'and the: Soule is contenr, 
and calmed. with whatſocvermerty denyes: If che 
Lord will not heare his prayers, and if the: Lort 
will caft him away, becauſe he hath caſt away the 
Lords kindnefle, and if the Lord: will leave himin 
that miſerable and damanable: condition,- which..he 
 hathbrought himſclfe into, by the ſtubborneſſe of 
his heart, the Soule is quiet. Though I confeſle, ir 
is harſb and tedious, and long it is care the Soule be 
thus framed, yet the heart trucly abaſed, is content 
tobeare = rr wa —_— - becauſe Fo he - _ 
broughtrthis miſery and damnation upon- himſelfe, 
Ina word,the Soule ſeeth, thatiedeſcrves nothing 
at Gods hands; and therefore heiscontent,. if God 
deny himany and it befalls the Soule in this 
caſcaSitdid Davia: Sec how willingly hee takes, 
whatſoever the Lord ſhall allow him. Where hee 
| faithz Carrybacketber.Arkeof God into the Citie,if I 
ſhall finde favenr inthe eyes of the Lord, he will bring 
me againe, and fhew me both it and hi babitation; bur 
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if hee ſhall ſay, I have nodclight in David, Behold, 
here I amylet bim doe whatſcever is good in his eyes AS © 
it was with David for a Temporall Kingdomez So 

it is with the Soule for a Spirituall Mercy. The 
- Soule ſaith, if there be ary mercy fora poore rebel- 

lious creature, the Lord may looke graciouſly 

me; but if the Lord ſhall ſay, thou haſt brogghr 
damnationto thy ſelfe,therefore I will leave thee in 

it, Behold, herc I am, letthe Lord doe with mee 

what he will. objett 

Bur, ſome may here objeR and ſay, Muſt the : 

Soule, canthe Soule, or ought it tobethus content, 
to be lefr in this damnable condition * 

For the anſwere hereof; Know, that this conten- Anſwer. 
tednefle implics two things, and it may be takenin © - 
a Coubleſenſe, 

Firſt, Contentedneſle ſometimes implies nothing 
elſe, but acarnall ſecuritic; and a regardleſnefſe of 
a mans «ſtate, he regards not his owne ſoule, what 
heis, nor what he hath, nor what ſhall become of 
him. Thisis a moſt curſed finne,and this contented- 
neſſe isnothing elſe, but a marvellous negli , 
either of Gods glory or his owne good; and itisa 
ſinne to give way to its andit is a fore-runner of . 
damnation ro that man which cntertaines it. The 
Sonle thatis truely humbled and abaſed,cannot(nay 
itdare not) ſay ſo incold bloud,ſetting aſide paſſi- 
ons, and temptations.) Nay, this contentedneſſe 
argues damnation for ever. This is not meant in 
this place, neither -is it Lwfull to give way to 
it-, and it is certaine, upon theſc termes the 
Foule ſhall neyer bee ſaved; God will make him 

_ prize 
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worthy ofany favour;andthe humble ſoule rea ons 


prize mercy, and care for irtoo before he have it, $ 


But thenz Secondly, ic implies a calmeneſle of 


Soule not murmuring againſt the Lords diſpenfari. 
on towards him, and this contentednſle is eyer ac- 


companicd withthe ſight of a mans ſinne, and the. 


following of God for mercy.Theſoule tharis thus 
eontemed to be at Gods diſpofing, itis ever impro- 
ving all meanes,and helpes that may bring him nee- 
rerto God, but if mercy ſhall deny it,the ſoule is (a- 
tisficd and reſts well apaid; this every ſoule that is 
truly humbled may have,and hath in ſome meaſure, 
Yet you mult notthrow all atſixe and ſeavens, no, it 
is a curſed diſtrmper of ſpirit that yorlſMnuſt hate as 
hell i ſelf. Butthis contentednefle is oppoſed againſt 
quarrelling with the Almighty,and this every hum- 
bled ſoule doth attaine unto, though it be'not ſo 
plainely ſeene.As it is with ſome theefe that is taken 
fora robbery, and the ſegrence of death hath paſt a- 
Sainſt him: ke ſhould not negleRthe uſing of means 
tor to ſave his life and toget a pardon; and yet if he 
cannot get a pardon, he:muſt nor murmure againſt 
the tudge for condemning'of him becauſe he hath 
done nothing but Law. Thistheefe ſhould ufe means 
fora pardon;bur ifhe cannot get one; he ſhould be 
conrented though the ſentence paſſe againſt him+So 
we:hould not be careleſſe in uſing all' meanes for 
our good;but till ſceke to God for mercie; yet thus 


we muſt be,and thus we ought tobe contented with 


whatſoever mercy ſhall deny; becauſe weeare nor 


thus withit ſelfe;and ſaith, my ownefinne, and 
abhominations have brought: me intothis dait 
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ble conditionwhereinl am, & I have negleRed that 
mercy which might have brought me from it,there« 
fore why ſhould | murmure againſt mercy, though 
it deny me mercic? and if mercy leave mee in that 
miſerable eſtate; which I have brought my ſclte in- 
to, 1 have butthe reward of my own workes, Make 
this well, He that is not willing to acknowledge the 
freenefle of the courſe of mercy, is not worthy,nay, 
be is notfit to receive any mercy- but that Soule 
which.is not content that mercy deny him what it 
will; he doth not give way to the freeneſle of the 
Lords grace and mercy, and therefore that Soule is 
not fit for mercy . I conclude all thus, Indge with 
your ſelves whether this be not a marycllous hide- 
ous pride of heart,or no? that the {inner doth mur- 
mure becauſe the Lord will not diſpence of mercy 
as he will himſelfe, either the fianer chinkesthathe 
hath deſerved mercy,and therefore he is angrywith 
God becauſe he gives it not, or elſe hethinkes him. 
ſelfe wiſer to diſpoſe of mercy thanGod; -both 
which are moſt devilliſh pride of heart, and argu- 
ments of a haughty heart that isnot yet fit for mer- 
cy, may, if this be inthe heart, andit the heart al- 
low of this,and continue in this diſtemper, the foule 


cannot receive mercy. 


Big of 


A Sillogiſme, 


But ſome may objeR. Can a manfeele this frame gz;,7, z. 


of heatt,to becontent, that mercy ihould have him 


in. hell > doethe Saints of God findethis 2 and can 
any man know this in his heart ? 


Tothis I anſwer, Many of Gods ſeryants have 4-ſner. 


beene driven to this,and haveattained toit,and have 


CON- + 


layd open the fimplicitie or their ſoules, inbcing 
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content with this. Bur the ſecrer paſſage ofthe Soule 
is moſt ſubtle here, and hard ir js to finde this, and 
clearcly to gifcerne this frame of ſpirit this way - 
bur the beſt way togueſle ir, and to-be abletodiſ- 
cerne it, isthis. For this end, you-muſt know theſe 
three things. 

Firſt, that the Soule out of the nature of ir, and 
io nature cannot but Ueſire preſervation of it 
ſelfe, and it isa rule that God hath ſtamped in the 
creature, and therefore we muſt not thinke that na- 
ture muſt or ſhould, or can goe further thennature, 
ard it is not the fault of nature, thatit is carried in 
this kind. | 

But Secondly, the Soule being humbled, cannot 


| butycelditſelfe, ro be diſpoſed of by the Lordas 


he will, yca,if the Lord will bring deſtruQion up- 
on it. 

Thirdly, though the Soule ſometimes finde a ſe- 
erect rebelling againſt God, and agrudging againſt 
the Lords dealings, & the finner begins to ſay, theſe 
are my corruptions, and ftill my finnes prevaile 
_ mee, and I ſhall one day periſh, and the 

ord ſeemes not to looke at me, and with that the 
Soule ſometimes grudgeth, and repines at the pro. 
vidence of God,yet the heartthatis truly humbled, 
grudgerh at himfelfe, becauſe he hath ſuch a quar- 
relling heart againft the Lords dealing with him in 
this kind. Nay, I have known many inthe anguiſh 
of heart, when they have thus quarrclled with the 
Almighty, they have falneinto adeſperate Excre- 


mity, nd thought they had commitred chatfinne. 
apainft the holy Ghoſt;Infomuch,thart it hath made 
tNem: 
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themto walke more humbly before God zll their 
dayes, but (I ſay) when the Soule findes theſe di- 
ſtempers, it labours to undermine them, and it dares 
not quarrel! againſt God, ir dare not but yeeld, and. 
this is an argument thatthe Soule is content. 

. Secondly, the Soule that is contented comes to 
be well apayd withthis, that mercy fhallcake away 
from him what it will,triends,and meanes,and caſe, 
and libertic, and credit,and whatſoeverit is that the 
heart hath loved moſt. It is content that God ſhould 
trip him naked ofall: And hence itis, that we ſhall 
obſerve it in experience, and inpractice. A broken 
battered Soule, that hath beene long overwhelmed 
with the weight of his corrup- ions, the Lord brings 
him toa marvellous deſperate low ebbe: You may 
ſce a man ſometime inthe corment of Conſcience, 
that nature and naturall parts begintodecay;hisun- 
derſtandinggrowes weake, and bis memorie failes 
him, and he growesto be marvelouſly diſtracted, 
and beſides himſclfe; ſothatthe party which.was 
(before) a man of great,rich, and uf able parts, and 
was admircd,and wondred at for his wiſedome,and 
government; heis now accounted a filly ſot, anda 
mad man, in regard of the horor of heart that hath 

poſſciſed him,in ſo much that the husband ſaith, Oh 
wy wife is undone, and the-father faith, my childe 


"is undone; he was a fine witty child before, but now 


heisa very ſort. Yea, the mercy of God will not 
lexvea man before he be content to bee a deſpiſcd 
man, that he may finde mercy and be ſaved, and 
mercy will plucke away all thoſe parts and gifts 
from-him, and make him glad ro have ſalvation, _ | 
Pz = 
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all in another: And in conclufton, when God cheer s 
up his heart againe, he is more wile than ever, and 
moreable thanever, both for temporall, and ſpiri- 
toh.5.44. tuall affaires, How can you beleeve (faith our Savi- 
our) that ſeeke honour one of another, Without 
this dealing of God, no man would ever come to 
caven, though the Lord ſometimes abates ſome 
meaſure of it. It may be before this worke, the 
Soule ſaith if I may have honours and eaſe, and li- 
berzie, and credit, ſoitis; I care not whether ever 
I have drop of mercy or no: But the text ſaith, How 
can you beleeve which ſeeke hononr one of another, and 
not that honour which comes from God only. Mercy wil 
bring you downe upon. your: knees, ahd- you ſhall 
notbe content with the henours of the world; No, 
no, mercy will make youcontentto be fooles, and 
_ to take'thar honour onely. which is from God, 
though you be eheatboas, and perſecuted in 
the world, Itis againſt reaſon that the. Soule can 

beleeve, exceptthis be inthe heart. p# 
An bumble Asthe humbled Soulcis content, that mercy ſhall 
Soute izcon- deny bim anything, andtake any thing from him, 
cy hall cule ſo itis.content,that mercy enjoyne what it will,and 
bim, make what Edits, and Lawesit.will : So that the 
Commands, and Preceptsof the mercy of Gcd in 
Chriſt may take plzce inhis heart, When 10bn.Bap- 
ti came to prepare them for Chriſt,and the hearts 
of the people were humbled, the Publicanscame to 
him ſaying, Maſfter,wbat ſhallwe doetand ſo the ſoul- 
Luke 3.1 3,14-deirs ſaid, Maſter ;what ſhallye dee? and he ſayd, Doe 
no manwvong, but be content with your wages. The 
queſtion is not now, covetouſneſſe, and cruelty, 
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What ſhall we doe? No, the ſonldiers' came now; 


and ſayd, thouarr our Maſter, the Spirit. of God, 
and the Spirit of wifedome is revealed tothee inthe 
Ward,command and enjoine thon whatthou'wilt 
and they are. contenr,) with whatſoever” hee com. 
mands them. The humbled heart 1s content, that 
mercy doe what it will with him, fiot'onely thar 
mercy ſhall ſave him; for ſo farre a reprobate; anda 
carnall-byppocrite may be content. The 'hypoerite 
is marvellous wilting,thattaercy ſhall ſave'hra? bur 
his luſts and corruptions muſt rule him ilk You 
are content that-mercy-ſhould ſave you from'y out 
pecviſh heart, and yer your peeviſlyhedrt maſt-roſe 
you ſtill; and-you are conrent that. Ohric: ſhogtQ 
ſave youfrom your. drunkenneſle; 'and proptaning 
of the Lords Day, but theſe luſts muſt-rule you 
Rill: A drunkard that hath gotten ſome dangerous 
ſurfcit , is content thar the! Phyſniany ſhould: cure 
him, -hot becauſe he would leave hi&-:drunketifieſle, 
but becauſe he would have his healthy, andtherefore 
bcing.up, he returnesto his drunkennefſe appine; 
Andihe theeferthatiscondemned:to dis,cryts fort! 
pardon, nat becauſe hee would live to be ani honeſt 
man, but:to be free from the halter,” and:therefote 
when he is freed, he goesto the hye way and robs 
2gaine;itis not-forkoneſty that he defires a'pardon; 
but; for libertie. Deceive not your ſelves/-* mercy 
willnever ſave you,cxcept mercy mayrule yowtooz 

2r8is4 heart worth gold, and the Lord delights 


SEontcnt to take all:from 2merep;! cindobe@at 


yeh ſoule, rhar falls into thearmes:of-'mercie; | 
| A ———— ————_ 
and : 


_ yethe hath a hand; /and: can' receiver 
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and corre him, and reach him, and to ruleinhim 
inall things, This the heart of a truely abaſed finner 


#7 


will have,and it will ſay,good Lord doe what thou  ' 


wilt with meg rule this foule, and take poſſeſſion of 
me; onely doe goodto the Soule of a poore finner. 
If the Lord give any thing, he is content, and if the 
Lord take away any thing, or command any thing, 
he is content. You that are ruled by yourluſts, thiuk 
of this, VV hen the Lord bath awakened and arreſted 
your Soulcs, you are. going downe to hell, Oh, 
then you will cry, Lord forgive this and that finne; 
it istrue, | have hatred, and loathed the Saints of 


God, good Lord forgive this finne, oh that mercy 


would ſave me, then mercy will anſwere, and-ſay, 
Whenyouare out of your beds, you will returne to 
your old courſes againe; ho, he tharruled in y 
him ſave and ſuccour you: I will ſave none (faith 
mercy) except | may rule them too. 1 4 db 
Thirdly,thelaft degree of contentednefle is this, 


* The Soule is willing that the Lord ſhould make ir 


able torake what mercy will give. This is a lower 


tore hadtibthing of his owne in poſit onznay, he 
can challenge nothing of the other, butmeerely to 
doe what he will, and be is not able co rake what 


metcy will give and beſtow. And therefore he is 
not-oncly content that mercy provide whatit thinks 
good. but alſoto give him ſtrengrhs to rake what 
merey gives. The ar that comestothe dole, 
though he hath nomeancsto belpe bimſelt withall, 
and h he cam:Challenge _ than, 

dolethatis 
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given him, but a poore inter is brought to this low | 

cbbe; (and this fhewesthe emprinefle of it) thatas 

he harh no ſpirltuall goed atall, and'can challenge” 

no good;'hewther ihe able rotake thatgood whith 

merey provides.” The hand of the Soule wieteby it 

muſt receivEmetcie,/is faith; and the himbled'ſoule 

ſeeth that he1s'asableto ſacrifice for his firihe, as to'* 

beleevein a Stviour chit enuftThesfie:; Andhe i525; 

able tokvepe the Law goto belove inhijntet cla. 

fulfill'd the Law for him. In Saint Tohn, eleroing i loh.1.15. 

caltedreteiving;and thereforethe poore finnerfeeth --./ 

chatirisiot only metcy, and falvarion that miſt dg - 

him good, bilthie ſcerh thar if mercy 4nd Saly4tjon' 

were layddowtie upohi the naile for beſetying and 

receiving'ofit, he could not doc jrofhimſelte, and. 

therefore the Lotd muſt Five hitn-2 Hatid roteceive' 

ivWich/* Youktow the'Apoſtlc PavHatch; Pra" 

fir oleannot recent the thingstherbt of God! And Phl.r-29, 

chefanie Apoſtieis-plaine, to you 1t-if 'grven to be- 

lewd!) Sythatfairh is a gift, and @ poote inner igas, 

able to'&tarcAwor td asto' rectivermere of tim." 

ſelfe.' The wahtof this; is the Gaufe-rrhy many x 
M 


IE oy ene 
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mere Been aked; aid ele iy 
41d the Soule comes toh ate'd} Clit Trunks 
to lay hold 6f mercy, 'and'Chrift out of his'owne 
proper power,andthus he deceives himſelf, andthe” 
faith tharhe dreamed to have, was norhing ele uit 
a faicie,z fajrh'of his own framing; itwS$ never fra. 


I 


3 


medby the Almiphty Spiricofthe Lord in heaven; 
he never ſa\fiiced bf the powerof God, to make 
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him ableto believe as wellas roſave him, and there-. 


fore his faith and all came to juſt nothing. Now 
the broken bearted finner ſaith, All, that I expe 
it muſt be fromanother, and Lam- content 'to-take 
what mercy will givez and that mercy thall deny me, 
what it will, and i give me what ic will, and lam con-. 
tent that mercy rule in me,nay,that mercy muſt give: 
mc a heartto belecye and to-rake mercy,.orelſe I 
Fall neverbeleeve, Now you ſce what its that the 
Soule myſt becomented withall. _.,.. 
Now.1 cometo ſhew the manner of-Gods 
withthe, Saule, forthe Soule muſt; be. content with. 
this LOPuRs: :lrold youbeto re. The mannerof Gods 
hn may a: inthree particafars. | 
the Soule ſtoopes tothe condition thatthe. 
Laws pint R.neves ſo.hard,& it iscontent; 
to <Ome taGods adscermes,be they neverſo-harfhand; 


 weariſome, As,ſometimes whenthe ſoule-finds that, 


the heavieſt hand of the Lord hath laine long-upan. 
him,8& that the ſha 
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nor with 7a4a toa halter. When the Lord let 1#der 


ſee that hee had betrayed: innocent blood, and 
fll'd his heartwith horrour, he did-notgoe to God 
ewent 


y ow OPT ON ES” oO SY Do + 


4 Y : 

co ſo hardeas hjs conſcience : but (I ſay) 
the Humble Soule darg notdoe.{o, buttyesar Gods 
foote-ſtoole,and if it were the very bottome ofthe 


ry 
dregs of Gods wrath, and the very firc of hell, he 


is content to undergoe/Gods dealing, He doth not © 


queſtion Gods dealing,and ſay, others are notthus, 
and thus terrified, and why ſhould I be ſo? Nozthe 
Soule returnes all againſt it ſclte, and faith, why 
doc I talke of others: they have not ſuch untoward, 
unclcanc peeviſh heautsas, Ihave. The humble ſoule 


reſolyes with the Church-in Micah; 11 :have;fenned Mich.r.y. 


and therefore I will beare the indignation of the Lord: 

So the Soule faith, I have ſinned moſt'hainouſly, I 

know nottheir finne, bur 1 know my: own finne, and 

therefore I will beareche Lords wrath,though it be 

ncyer ſounſupportablezand pp. Lord give 
2 


me 


-m— - _ 
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WT; me2heart, That Imay beable robeare it, When a In 
Malefa&or comesto the Aﬀſifes,” he loodkes for no- po 
thing but condemnation, and execution, 'i heecin | © 


{ca Mo 'in-che hand,” or branding' inthe on 
Fondk ad; or ſhbulder, 'beis glad; 'and 0G wet a- - 
payd,and _— God ſave the King, becauſe” hee ” 
thought he ſhould have beene hanged: Soitis wich oy 
anbumble, andaſclfe-denyivg fianer ; Whetithe = 
:poorecreaturefindes the heavieſt of Gods indiga- A 
ionupon him; and ſuch Nrange' difternpers, asif a q 
thouſand devils werewithin him, the foule quiets it 

ſelfe thus,and ſaith;*Why dolthns fret?and where- 
faxe am | thus perplexeteiris welkthar Tfeape thus: 
Tbight have'bceneiwhellthis day, and b 


Godthati® is ho worſe,” that” 1 am not'In hell; Þ 


n 
h 

a 

a 

might have beene roaring-inhell,/as thouſands of " 
poare reprobates are, 'that- have no more hope of 6 
mercystherefore Twill bexre whatſoever the Lord r 
F 

{ 

f 

1 

{ 

l 

t 
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( 
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.Sccondly, as he ts contentwith the: hardeſt mea» 
fure, ſo hec'is content with the longeſt rime. He is 
cantent toſtay forrgercy{ beirneyer folong. After 
the pooreſoulec hart his cjesprowing dim'with wai- 
tirig far! mercy, his hands grow feeble, and his 
tongue cleaves tothe roofe'of his mouth, and his 
_ hrartbeginsto:finke; and His 'Soule ſhakes within 
_ .  himgwich-waitidgfor the mercy and pcodnefſe of 
the Lurd; andyeohefindes no mercy, and hath n> 
Inkling of any favous, 'yer God lookes x farre off. 
Yet his Soule-is/coment with this,” If a begger 
ould ay halfeaday: for 2nalmesit would grieve 
hid, thoughtharbohis pride. See what £/ faith, 
; 3, _- E 
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I will waite apon the Lord that bath hid bits fact from'Elay 8. 17, 

}acob and'I will looks for him,” As ifithe 'nner 
_ did ſay, The Lord hath bid his face gag rur- 

ned his loving 'countenance:from mee;yer Þ will 

looke towards heayen, folong as 1 have anicye to/ 

ſce;and 8 hand 6lifrup, Þwillyertobkeroheayen: 

tothe Lord thathath noc(as yer)'/heard noranſwe- 

xcd my prayers; the Lord may take bis owne time, 

iis manners for meto-waite and ſtay: Gods time + 
Away therefore' with that pecvithneſle, and that 
difeontenrednefle of ſoule,. thatwhen a poore ſin- 
net hath'called,and cryed;and findesnoanſwer,and 
hearesno newes fromheaven,he ſecretly/intendsto/ 
lay all aſtde; Asifa man, lift a weight: againe; 'ane: 
2paitig;and feerh that iris too keaviefor himghe fers 
 alone.So many poore creatures are contenttolſct 
allaloneand ſay 5 Why ſhould I waite upon God 
afly'niore? [ have prayed; anderyed rhus iong,-and- 
Ende no anſwere : why ſhould I watre any longeie- 
Hownow? who ſhall have the worſt of it? cannor 
God have his glory without your payers? Why %. 
Fonld ) anvpo this is hortible pride of -beart,  * 
Why ſhoulFyou waiter Its no'marvell, rhat-you 
fthould rake ſuch Stare to your ſelves * who' muſt 
waite then? Maſt the King waire,' or the Subjedt?- 
The Maſter,orthe ServanteT he Tudge orthe Trai- 
tor? * Downe with thar proud and ſturdy ticart of 
yours. An humble Sovle dare not doe ſo; hee is 
content to waite for Gods mercy, and you will bee 
brought io it too, beforeever the Lord wil give you 
any/merecy.The humble foule fakhichos, | have-wai- 
wdihos long; andthe Lord foemes tobe angry with 

\ ; Q 3 my. 
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y-perſon,and prayers, and all is blaſted, yet L will 
Rake Rill; Nay, 1 am glad thatI may waite: What, 
waitc upon the Lord lefus Chriſt, and mercy? Yes, 
and glad youmay. Kings and Princes have done it, 
and bleſſed are they that waite upon mercy. | Nay, 


the poore broken heart reſolves thus, and faith, if I 
lye end licke the duſt all my dayes, and cry for mer-. 


cy almylifc long.if my laſt words might be mercy, 
mercy, -it were well1 might get mercy at. my. lat 
gaſpe: Ob, I blefſe God, thar yet | live hero, and 
and that Iam _ hell as th amen Poe waite 
forjudgemenrand vengeance; be that 
_ L may waite, till God looke upon me in good- 


G crcy Lv $171 Tell Dh 244 207 3% SW: 4 
- -»JLaftly;:whenthe Soule hath ſtayed 2 longtime, 


it is content with the leaſt pirtance of mercy; he is 


| not like many proud beggars, that thinke- much 


Mat.1y 26. 


Verſe 27s 


when they have ſtayed long, if chey have but a far- 
thing. Nay, if hec have byt-from hand; tomouthy 
Itisall that he craves, andall that hee lookes far. 
This is 6ur nature; We would faine have ſomething 
totradewithall, butthe Lord will keepe the ſtocke 
in hisowne/hand, andthe ſoule is content to have it 
ſo. He comesſometimes and God will not heare, 
and he goesaway, and romes againe, and then goes 
away faſting, and well contented teo, Sce howthe 
poore Woman of Canaey did, She, comesto bc 


mercy of- our Saviour, and he fayd, 1t « net lawful 
rocef the childrens bread to dogs, truth Lord (ſaith 


ſhe) Iamasbad asthou canſt call me, I yeeld all, L 
am-as vile a finfull poore creature-as eyerany wass 
Yet Lora the dogs may eate the: crommes 3hat fall from 


"#heir 
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agoihg outofthe Soule, toferch all from another, 
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their & Maſters table. You know the Dog .muſt ſtay: 
till his Maſter comes in; and when he is come hee: 


muſt ſtay ill he fit downe, and-then till he-cuthis 


meate,and hee muſt not have the! meate.from his 
erencherneither,when he hath ſtayedall this while, 


he hath nothing but the crums. So-it is witha poore 


ſinner; you muſt not thinke that God will bee at 
your becke + No, you, muſt be content; with- the 
crums of mercy,and pity,and lye under the table til 
the Lord let the crums fall. The humbled Soule 
faith, Lord, let my condition be never ſo hard, doe 
what thou wilt with. me, let the fire! of thy;wrath 


conſume me here, oncly recover me hereatter,and - 
&. Jet me finde mercy, and ifthe time be neverſo long, 
Af atlaft gaſpe I may finde mercy I am content, and 


whatſoever thou giveſt, | bleſſe thy name forie.The 
ſouledoth not quarrell withthe Almighty,aadday; 

hy.are not my graces increaſed? and why am nor 
Tthus,andthus comforted, and refreſhed?: Nay, it 
lyes,and looks for mercy, andif.t have butacrum 
of mercy, it is comforted; and quietedifor iever; 


} 


"Thos the heart is brought very low. | 


127 


Why doth the Lord thus bring the heart undet, Reaſon... 


is this neceflary.and requiſite? Yes, it.is without all 


bat kt ſhould be ſo. Andthe- reaſon istaken f; 


% 


the nature. of the covenang of grace.which requires 
this;and without which-the covenant of gracecould 


notbe fitted for.us. Far, the' covenant of grace is 
this, Beleeve and live.. The condition onour-part is- 


faith, and belecving, Now faith is nothing elſe, bur 


tet, In GER convenient, but very neceflary. 
r 
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x as ifvinginothing of ir ſelfe;and therefore this reſt- 


””-jng in ourſelves, willnot ſtand with the nature of 


this:covenant. ' Now were itſo, that wee were nor 
reſolvedto yeeld togand to be guided by another,it 
iscerraine, we could not have vurhearts enlarged to. 
goe tothirother: by whoſe wiſedome, and provi- 
dence, we would notbeguided and difpoſed.Tobe 
in ourſelves; andout of oor ſelves,” to have power 
inour ſelves; xo Roh bf atly ki Velongheg t 
our ſpiricuall eſtate, and-tofetch all from another; 
theſcare twocontraries, andtherefore cannot ſtan 
rogrther. To tave the diſpedfarion'sf life, and grace 
in ogrowneharidsrodiſpole officas We will, it ut- 
terly overthrowes the nate of- this ſecond Cove 
nanr.of mercy and gtacein Chriſt. For(1 pray you 
odſerveit)this'1 take tobe rhemaine gif LA C- 
rweenthe ſecond maine'Covrttant of grace, wheres 
ot the Apoſtle diſpures {6 often; and the firſt Cor 
venantof workes, which-he ſoften confures;**? 
firſt Covenant is,to-Doc and Live, This Adm hag, 
and if he had Rood Rill,) he ſhould Hot haveneede 
any Saviour: T he ſecond Covenart.is, Beleeye.and 


-- Livezcharis;ro liveby zn6ther: Theſe two cannor 


Kandtogerher, in one and the fame' Soule, ar one 
andthe ſame time. Theſame ſbyte thats ved by 
the Covenant of Grate,cannorbe ſaved alſo by the 
Covenantot Vorkes. The Lord inthe beginning, 
.putche ſtuffe into AZew7 hand, and he, had liberty, 
rodiſpoſe of Life #ndSaly#/ion; 'by reaſon of that 
abilitie, and that! principle of Grace that God had 
iven him; for he hadperfe& knowledge, and per- 
.f& holineſſe,and righteouſhefle; and by thepower 
| : : of 
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of theſe he had libetty, ficelyeo. pleale God, ambro 


keepethe.Law, and tobe bleſled in ſodoing, and if * 


he had doge that which; he had -powerto.doe, bee 
might have beene bleſt for ever, ahd we all in him, 
but he loſt it, and ſo overthrew: himſclfe, and all his 
fieritic : Now we being thusfalnetin Adam, and 
ingdeprived of all that holinefle, andrightcouſ- 
nefle which. 4daw had; now-the figner neither 
able to fulfill the Law, and fo'to purchaſe'\\mercy 
forhimſclfeg norto ſatisfic for that which-is done 
amiſſe, A ſinner muſt dye, and yer he cannor-ſatisfic 
indying : he is dead in ſinnes and treſpafſes,and ha. 
ving loſt all that abilirie which Adv: had © there- 
.. foretheSoule muſt goe out of it ſelfe, amd ſince it 
*- 715 ſo, that nuthing which he hath, or doth can fave 

| . bim, hemuſt goe toancther, that whatſoever is a- 
mifſle, that pos fatisfie for itz and wharſoever 
mercy,is needfull, he may purchaſc it;;:and whatſo- 
ever iStobedone, he may. doe ir. Now, what wee 


havedone amiſle, Chriſt hath ſatisfied for it, and - 


' what we cannot doe, Chriſt hath :done itz he thath 


fulfilled all-righteouſneſſe, And hence if is, thar 
theſe twoare ſo.profeſledly ſite-the one to: the 


other; the Lawgand Faith., The firſt Adam; andthe 
"ſecond Adem, Conlidera =O 
venant of Vaorkes and the'Covenant of Grace, icat- 
not ſtand together inthe point of Life and Gatce, 


or two. . TheCo- 


As the Apoſtle ſaith, 7f it be of grace, thewit rims $99.11-4-- | 


#zore of norkes ani if it beof workes, then it is ns moreof 
grace, As.it he gs If 8 man be ſaved by grate, 
then he canyor be ſaved by workes, and if be be ſavpl by 


 workes, then he cane: be ſaved by grace. Andin ano- 
on ea 2 | ther 
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ther placerhe ſame Apoſtle ſaith, 7f they mhich areof 
the Law be heres, faith is made voyd, and the prom:fe 
# of noneeffeF, If a manthar thinkes to merit life by 


the Law, be an beire, what needeth faith, or the 


promiſe. For, it is the natureof faith;to goc out ro 
Chriſt, and toreceiveall from him, ' now if T had 
enough in my ſelfe, I had no: neede of Chriſt, and 
faith were made ef none effe&., Tow are ſaved by 


Kpheſ, 2.8: grace through faith, ſaith the Apoſtle, aud that wot of 


Jour ſelves. There S.Paul brings in a deniall,not only 
of ſinne, but of workes,; and faith, Tow are not (a- 
ued of your ſelver, He doth not ſay, of your finne, 
but; your ſelves,  you,and your workes, andall muſt 


be renounced, and all that youare, anddoe, as any 


way meritorious; and not to bee found in your 
ſelves, but in Chrift, before ever you can receive 
mercy from Chriſt. So I diſpute thus. There is 
none that will fave us, Man nor Anpel, and our 
workes will not; therefore we muft goero Chriſt, 
and if wegoeto Chriſt for all, and expe&all from 
him, then we muſt be content, to be guided by bim 
in all. Now, let me propound this quſtion:: Either 
thou muſt be:content, tobeat the diſpoſe of God, 


and mercy, orat whoſe diſpoſe wilt thou beeIf thou. 


wilthaveany thingelſe (beſides mercy) to diſpoſe 
of thee, thou makeſt that tobe a Mediator to thee. 
But haply thou wouldeſt diſpoſe of thy ſelfe, .and 
diſpoſe of mercy after thy owne minde £ Yes, fol 
thought. It may be thou-ſayeſt; I will have grace, 
if Imay diſpoſe of it. Thusa proud heart would 
faine have it in-his owne- hands; but upon theſe 
texmes. thou -never hadſt :, {\nay, thou- never _ 
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bave)grace.Here is the wy wy Soule, There- 
fore many dare not venture their Salvation -upon 
Gods free favour, But they would have it in their 
owne power, that they -may receive it when they 
will, that they may bedrunke atid take grace, and be 
proudand prophane, and take grace when they will. 
Ir is a {ottiſh on of men, that aredeluded, and 
blinded by the devill. But that the Soule (which 
would; have it thus) cannot have it. upon theſe 
terme$z I thus reaſon. 


— 


He that will have grace from bis owne diſpoſe, ſhall Syllogiſme, 


never have grace, becauſehehath none 1n bis owne po« 
wer to diſpoſe of : | 

_ But he that is nvt content to be at the diſpoſe of grace, 

* and robe at the diſpenſation of Gods good pleaſare for 

. . mercy and grace, he would have it 10be at his owne 

 * *ſpoſing. $9113.29 Ul 

. And therefore be ſhall (nay he never can) have grace, 

In a word. Whomuſtdifpoſe of you? Your ſelves? 

then you muſt have that grace which you: can diſ- 


poſe of, -and thats juſt none ata]l. Grace is meerely 


1n Gods hands to diſpoſe of. Thus we have brought 
the Soule to be fitly prepared for Chriſt, and mercy, 
and grace. at 3057 1.5) | 


- Now letusdoeas: travellers do, .they ſometimes T1,. grme or 
fit downe, to reckon -how many miles they have' all chis worke 
one, So let us _— what we have ſpoken. You * Prepuation. 


now I menti two ig, neceflary in this 
worke of preparation for Chriſt. Firſt, Contrition. 
And ſecondly, Humiliation. Firſt,:God brings the' 
finnertoa ſight of himſelf and his fin;and makes him - 
to be inſuppertably Cn? with the vileneſle of 

| 2 it, 
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. Cies, and find! 


it, ſothat now the beart of a poore ſinner, ſeeth an 


abſolute necefficic ofa change, and tHereforethinkes 


thus with himſelfe, if Irettthws, -I ſhall never ſee 


God with comfort. - Thar's' for Contrition; Now 
he ſceth thathe muſt change, ard hee is content to 
change: and therefore, chough hewill co more: bee 
drunke, nor follow his old baſe praCtiſes, yer he be- 
ginsr9 ſherke'for his owne comforr,and He uſerh all 
the ordinances of God, to fee what they cathdoe for 
him, and he goesto himſelfe, and his" ſelfe ſufficien- 

To no ſuccour there, '.-hee' falls downe 
before the Lordand begs mercy, and yet hee feeth 
bimſelfe unworthy of mercy, wirthout' which hee 
muſtperiſh. He hath nothing; and he can doeno- 
thing to merit itz yer he is content, that God ſhould 
diſpoſe of him as he thinkes good, onely (if it bee 
poſſible) he prayes,thatthe Lord would fhew mercy 
to a poore forlorne creature. Now the ſinner is pre- 
pared.and fitted for Chrift, as a graft for the ſtocke. 
He is come to thevery quicke, and-isas little as may 


be. All-his ſwelling! ſufficiencie is pared/ away: For, 


he is not onely: brought to renounce his ſinne, bur 
even his ſufficiency,” and: all: his parts and abilites; 


which Adm needed not have done, if he had ſtood: 
-kbis:innocencie. In aword, hee is wholly pluekt 


from the! firſt: 4dem, ( for here is the maine lift.) 


So thatnow the ſecond Adam. Chrift Jeſus, may: 
take poſſeſſion of hira, and be all in al inhim, (asthe- 


Apoſtle ſairh.: ). Now, the Souw'e isa/fit nyatter for 
Chriſt toworkeupon, namely,temake himavefſe!| 


fitto receive mercy and grace :- and when hee harh- 


fitted him for mercy, he will give it to- him: and 
| when 
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when he hath given him grace, hewill maintaine it; 


and increaſe it, and then.quicken it, and crowne'ir, 
and perfe& it.in theday ef the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
And laftly, hewillglorifie himſclfe inall theſe; Here 


all. Chriſt preparing, Chriſt giving, . Chriſt:main- 
raining, and- increaſing, and Chriſt quickening,: and: 


52 = Chriſtian-indeed, thatexpreſſeth Chriſt. in. 


Chriſt crowning. Thus you ſee that it is not leſt as. 


a'matterof liberty, 'bur it is of: neceffitie required, 


that the heart bee thus contented :. every humble: 
heart hath this in ſome meaſure, though not (all) ſo: 


ſeuſibly,  - » 


The uſes are double. Firſtro the peoplero ſhew- 


them whattodoe. Secondly,to the Miniſters, _ 

Fhe uſes for the people are. Firſt, for inftructi- 
on.' Secondly, for Examination. Thirdly, for' Ler- 
rour.. Fourthly, for Exhonaton. w- 


Fſer. 


The firſt Uſe is for inftruRtion,and thatis double. The 6:2 wc 
Firſt, Is it fothat the humble ſoule is content tatothe. people, 


be thusarthe Lords diſpoſing then from hencewe 
colle&this uſe, rhuxTthey which bave greateſt parts, 


gifts, meanes, places; abilities, and honors; forthe . 
moſtpartthey are mot hardly brought. home to- 


the'Lord: Jeſus Chriſt. They: that are moſt» hard. 
ly-humbled, they are moſt hardly converted; how 
hard aching is it for ſuch: men as: have- gifts, and 
learningy and wiſedome, or any bigneſſethatmakes 
them ſwell naturally, how-bard is1t (Iay)for-ſuch: 
mento-be ſaved. I wiſh their courſes did not teftifie- 
the ſame, they thar are. moſt high and- greateſt in 


gifrs,and-place,they muſt comein atthe ſtraite gate, 


and whata hard and difficult worke that: is, judge: 
bp R => your 
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The Soules Humiliation. 


Leremy F, F, 


Mar. 16.23, 


Toh. 7. 48, 


you,and therefore it is hard for them to come-home 
ro the Lord Jefus Chriſt, Humiliation is the -empri- 
ing of che ſoule fromwhatſoever it hath that makes 
it{well. The heart muſt not;joy in any thing, norreſt 
upon anything, bur onely .,yeeld to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſttobe at his cipotng and carving, now theſe 
parts and-pifts, and abilities and-meanes (both for 
judgement and place) they are great props and pil- 
lars for the heart of .a carnall man to reft upon, and 
to quiet it ſelfewirhall, ard to looke for ſome good 
there-from: and when rhe heart is ſetled upon ſuch 


pillars as thele are, it is hard for the word of God to. 


prevaile with that heart, The Propher /eremre knew 


rich and honorable, and they burſt all bonds aſunder, and 
byake the yoke.” The poore were naught, buttherich 


were excceding vile; and- our! Saviour proves. it; : | 


for when the rich young man came to Chriſt & ſaid, 
Aaſter, what ſhall I doe to have everlaſting lifes Chriſt 
anſwered thus, go,ſcllallthatthou haſt but 

not, and hereupon our Saviouricames-to ſhew the 


difficultic ofthe worke of ſalvatiangfaying, zt i eaſter 


for a Camels togoe through the eye of an needle, than for a 
rich max to emer $nto the kingdomeof heaven. It'is true, 


- 1t well enough, and therefore he ſaid, / will goe tothe 


hewould 


a rich man maybe brought home,: but it is eaſier for- 


a Camel, &c. There is great difficulty for a man that 
hath many gifts and parts to deny al), and to be at 
the Lordsdiſpoſing. Ifa man were fir to cuta Ca- 
mel ſo ſmall rill he were fit to goe through a needles 
eye, whata worke would it be: ſoit is with-a great 
man; The blind Phariſces ſaw this when they fond, 
doe any of the rulers beleeve in him? as if they had ſayd, 

as © ; 2 
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a.company of. Coblers; andTailors,and the baſeft | 
fort of ' people belecve-iy him, it is they onely thar 
will not fweare, and that: will fanctifie the Lords 
Day; But doe any of thegreat men, and rulers'be. 
leeve. .'The-Apoſtle alſo tooke it for conteſt, and 
therefore he ſayd;Brethren you ſce your calling, how 
ot many wiſe men afier the P/ nor many mighty men, 
nor many:noble men are called. Indeed, bleſſed be God, 
there are ſome great, ſome wiſe, and ſome noble 
' menconverted. Burt, not many. For they have ſo 
much of themſelves, that they are hardly. brought 
to renounce themſelves, Therfore commonly great- 
nefſe and wickedneſſegoe both together. And it is 
a pretty-ſpecch of the Praphet David, Therews hat 
great Leviathan, that great Whale, little rivers-have 
their little fiſhes, bur there is that Zeviarhay,. So, 
there is that hideous pride of ſpirit, and that ſtrange 
reſiſtance of God and hisgrace; thoſe fearefull ery- 
in ſinnes1n great men. Yea, manymighty men, cx- 
cept God give them a great deale of graee, they are 
. peftered-witha great deale of coruptionz Inſomuch 

that theyare hardly brought home, PForarich man 
to become poore,anda noble man tobe abaſed, and 
for a wiſe manto be nothing in himfelfe, this-will 
coſt hot water, and yet itwill bein all that belong 
tothe Lord. Seewhat the Prophet Zſay ſaith, Thejg, ci, 
day of the Lord of Hoſts ſhall be upon every one that ut | 
proud and leftie, and uy0n every: one that i hfied up, 
and he ſhall be brought bow, and upon all the Cedars of 
Lebanon that are high ani lified up, and upon att the 
Okes of Baſhan, and the glory of the Lord. ſhall be exalted 
is that day, Azif he had ſay, * The —_ un- 

| mine. 


1 Cor, 1.26, 


— 
. 


EE IE 


—_ — 


=_” The Soules Humiliation. 
_ -dermine the mountains,and makethoſe tall Cedars 
-firto come inat this ſirait gate. The: poore receive 
the Goſpel, and he that will have the pearle, muſt 
partwith all that he hath,” not that God will 'take 
-away allthoſe outward things and parts, bur that he 
muſt logſen his affection fromtheſe. it he will have 
Chriſt, A poore creatute-that hath — may 
moxecaſily come to the .price of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, then hethat hath -his hundreds, and thou- 
ſands a yeare + What: (ſaith one) mufti a man part 
-with all -theſd? -Yes, the Lord will have! the-love 
that-was ſetupon theſe,wholly to bimſelfe. 
; + Right worſhipfull and beloved, and your. of the 
\ Miniftery, ſufferthe words' of :Exhortarion. The 
, greater your: parts'and'abilities are, the greater is 
your danger; and the greater your places are, the 
more hard will it be for-you to come home- to the 
Lord: Jeſus -Chriſt.. Therefore as ever: you deſire 
 comfortroyour ſelves? goe afide into your cloſets, 
andthinkethuswith your ſelves, "The Spirit faith, 
Net many Noble men, n0: many "mighty men,” wot m1- 
ny wiſe men dfier the fleſh are cated. 'Hath:the Lord 
advanced-met>thenthe more-care Thad necde have, 
and the more 1 had neede tor tugge and>toyle for 
Chriſt, for it.is marvellous hard to havethis proud 
heart humbled;and foranhonorable man ro. lyeand 
lickethe duſt, andtotake the crumnjes'under the ta- 
ble. YpL that havethefe- honours, and\triends; and 
means,and parts;forthe Lords:fake,ſetnone of theſe 
 beare vupyour heartsagainſt the truth of Chriſt, ad 
\ Jet nont af ialtthele make yorlwell and fay becauſe 
Lamgreatyot rich; orhatourible; orwiſe, Linrofore 
Hh ts I 
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The Sauler Humiliation, 


1 muſt not be checked, and'(hall fucha'man as 1 bee: 
atthe command of a poore Miniſter? alas, we defire 
not to have youat our commands, onely we would 
have you be content to be atthe diſpoſe of the Lord 
Tefus Chriſt, and that you muſt be; if you belong to 


him: and glad you may. It is obſervablethat when” 


theTurke comes into the congregation,orthe Tem- 
ple of his Idoll, he layes by all his ſtate, and hath no 


 mantoattend him for the while - ſo let every man 


that bath riches, honours,and parts;let them be as if 
they had none. Youthat are rich, be asif you had no 
riches, and youthatare honourableas it you had no 
honote;and) you thatare wiſe, as if you had no wiſe- 

dome; when you come tohearethe Word of God,, 
humble your ſelves, and ſay, my wiſedome, riches, 

acd-depth of my judgement thall not hinder me,bur 
whatſocver it is tharis my part and my portion, let 
the Lord ſpeaketo me, as it I were the meaneſt and 
weakeſt in allthe congregation, The Lord give you 
heartsto do.it, the worke is hard, and therefore put 
hard to your hearts todoeit, 1 | 


Secondly, is att humble Soule contenttobe at the The ſecond 
Lords diſpoſe? then hence I colleRthar, an humble *{ forin- 


heart makes all a mans life quiet, and matyellouſly 
ſwcetneth whatſoever eſtate he is in. That which 
makes a man content in every condition muſt needs 
make him quiet whatſoever eſtate he is in; howſoe- 
verthe heart that is truly humbled may ſometimes 
be toſſed and tt oubled, yet he is not diſtracted, be. 


cauſe heis contented,asit is with a ſhip uponthe. ſea 


when the — to roare and the wayes are 
violent,if the Anchor be faſtned deepe,it gs” 
p—* ip; 


ſtrugion, 
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Three bencfits 
of Humiliati- 


ſhip; ler the tempeR be what it will: ſo this worke 
of humiliation isthe Anchorofthe ſoulezthe world. 
is the ſea, the ſhip is a ſoule that is truly humbled, 
the deeper this humiliation is, the more quiet isthe 
heart, andthe more it iscalmed.. YVhen 7ob in the 


time of hisextremity gave way a littleto his proud : 


and ſturdie heart,he quarrclled with the Almighty, 
his friends and all,but whenthe Lord had humbled: 
his proud heart, he ſaid, bebold I am wile and baſe,once 
have 1ſpeken,yea twice;but now no more, And it is ob. 
ſerved of 7onah that when he wasin peace and in 
uietneſſe,he had aſullen hearr,and when the Lord 
aid,doft thou wcll ro be angry? yea(aith he) 1 dowel 
:o be angry. Sec how diſtracted,a diſtempered proud 
heart is; but take 70» inthe Whales belly,and we 
ſhall heare no more newes of quarrelling, but of 
praying, and.there heabaſed himſelfe; as it is with 
a Phyfitian, when the Patient hath ſome vehement: 
fit ofa Fever orthe like;that he cannot {leepe,t 
uſcto give him alittle Opinm ard that makes him 
reſt a Ittle:This humiliation of heart is like Opiums-- 
there are peeviſh.fits of a proud heart that no word 
norcommandes will rule a man, but he muſt have 
what he will, or.clſc he will (ct þis mouth againſt 
heaven, but alittle receipt of this Opiamwil quiet a), 
if he could but come toſee hisown emptineſſe and 
wretchednefſe, and get his. heart tobe ar.Gods diſ. 
poſing, then his heart would be wonderfully cal- 
med and meekened whatſoeverhecndured. 


Humiliation gives quiet. ro.a mans courſe in three: 


cauſes. Firſt inthe firceſt' temptations; Secondly, 
inthe heavieſt opp -ſitions of men, . Thirdly,in the- 


greateſt: 
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The Sovles Humil:ation, 


greateſt poyertie that can befall a maninthis life, 
In the ſtrongeſt temptations. When Sathan be. 
ginsto beſiege the heart ofa poore finner,and layes 
battery againſt himzthe Soule is ſo ſetled, that hee 
cannot be removed. See how the hambled heart 
tires the Devill, and runnes him out of breath, and 
out-fhoots him in his owne Bow, inthe very high- 
eſt of all his malice and indignation. Take a poore 
Soule atthe under, whenke hath beene throughly 
burthened with a corruption, and layd gaſping for 
alittle grace, and favour,and could not finde any e- 
vidence of mercy;the Soule cryes continually,and 
begs for mercy carneſtly; the devill ſeeth him, and 
(having ſome permiſſion from God,fo todoe) hee 
lets flye at the poore ſoule, and labours to knocke 
kimoff from hiscourſe , and ſaith to him in this 
manner. 
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The Soule 
anſwers. 


The Devill 
objects. 


have lcft his gracious 


than * wharthen, faich the devill? T had though 


this would have bin enough to make thee deſpaire, 
Yet this is not all : for God will givethee over,and 
teave thee to thy ſelfe, and tothiy luſtsand corrup- 
tions, andthy latter cnd ſhall be worſe thanthy be- 

inning; and thou ſhalt call, andery,and when thou 

aft done,be overthrowne; thatlooſe;uncleane,and 
proud heart of thine will overthrow thee forever, 
God will tcave thee tothy ſelfe, and ſuffer thy cor. 
ruptions to prevaile againſt thee, and thou Tight'fall 
fearefully, ro the wounding of thy con{Cience;' to 


* the grieving of the hearts of Gods' people, to the 


ſcanda}!- of the Goſpell, -and-the' reproach of thy 
owne perſon. 


Yet the humble Soule replies in this manner, and. 


faith, if the: Lord give mee up-to my-baſe- lofts. 

which I have given my ſelte ſomuchliberty ty, and 
it the Lord willleave mee to my finnes; becauſe 
mimands, and if I ſhall falt 


one day and be dilated, and diſhonoured, yer let 
the Lord be hohoWlledy and let not God loſe the 
praiſe of his powerzandjuſtice,and I am contented, 


if God doe leavemie, whar then Sathan ? 

What then fairh- the devill ? 1 hadrhought this 
had beetigeth wetvro Urive thee out of thy wirs, yet 
this is nd Fot when God hath left thee to thy 
ſinnes,” then the Lord will breake out in vengeance 
202inſt rhee, and getpraiſe from that proud hea:t of 
thine, andmake ec MEFs Bevrie verge: 
ance toaltapesto come, tnd therefore ir is beft for 
thee to in — a an untimely Tudgement, by an un- 
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- The humble heart is quicted all this while, and 
replyes, whatſoever Godcan, or will doe I know 352i 
not : yet, ſo greatare my finnes, that he cannor,or 
(at leaſt). will not doe ſo much againſt mee, as I 
have deſgrved, ifthe Lord doe come inTudgement 
againſt mee 1 am contented; ſay what thou wilr, 
what thet Sathan 2-'.Thus youmay runne the devill 
out of breath; then the devill leaves the humbled 
| 'want of this Humiliation of heart, is ie 
| menare brought to deſperate ſtands; ſo 
tharTometimes one-man goes to a halar, another 
rans out of his wits;and aniother drownes himlſclfe - 
all thisis horrible pride of heart. Why will younot 
beare the wrath of the Lord? It is true indeed, your 


Cprnmrn— 


 finne$are great, .and Gods wrath is heavie, yet God 


will doe you goodby it, and therefore be quier. In 
the'rime of warre, when the great Cannons flye off, 
the onely way to avoyd them, isto lye dbwne ina 
furrow, and fo the Bullets flye over them; whereas 
they meete with the mountaines:nd'tall Cedars: So 
it is withall the temptations of 'Sathan which be- 
ſiege us. Lye low, and be content to be ar Gods 
diſpofing, and all the temptations of the devill, ſhall 
not be able todiſquiet ordiſtraQ thee. 

Secondly, when Satharits-gone; theticomes the The fcond 
rroubles, and oppoſitions of th? world. And this®:n<@. 
Humiliation of heart, gives a ſecret ſetling to che _ 
Soule, againſt all the railings, and oppofitions of che 
wicked world'+ For,this takes off the unrulinefſe of 
the heart. Sothat when the Soule will not contend 
wich oppoſitions, but is content to beare them, it is 

. Sd 3 not. 
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The Soules Humiliation. 


not troubled withthem. The humble Soule ſceth, 
Goddiſpenfing with all oppoſitions, and therefore 
it isnot troubled with them : A manis ſometimes 
Sea-ficke, notbecauſe of the Tempeſt, but becauſe 
of his full Romacke; and therefore, when he hath 
- his tomacke, hee is well againe + So it is 
with this Humiliation of heart. If the heart were 


emptied truly,though a man were ina Seaof oppo- 


1Sam. 25.12, 
13; 


3 SAM, 15,25, 


ſitions, if he have no more trouble in his ſtomack, 
and inhis proud heart,than inthe oppoſitions ofthe 
world, hee might be quicted, Conſider David, 
when he was inthe wilderneſſe, and ſent to Nabal 
for ſome relicte,ſee how he raged cxtreafalyagainſt 
him,becauſe be was denicd it: The reaſon was aot in 
the offence, but inthe pride of his heart. Take the 
ſame manin the perſecution of TLiſalon, and 


$himei curſed him ſaying; Artthounot he that Kild 


- © ſuchandſuch,and that committed adultcry withthe 


2 Sam.16,6,7, 


Wife of- Friah, In this his heart was marveilous 
quiet, and now he was able to bearc it, better than: 


©9.09-t1-12>the ſouldiersthat were with him. Though his cauſe 


was juſt, and he might have 'revenged it - yet now 
he —_— w brought a and therefore 
quieted though never ſomuch oppoſed. This Hy- 
miliation of heart ſo ſettles a man, that though ten 
thouſand oppofitionscomeagainſt him, yet nothing 
will diſquiet him. Caſt diſgrace upon the humble 
heart cauſcleſly, 8 he cures it thus, he thinks worſe 
of himſclfechan any man elſe can doe, and if they 
would make him 'vile and loathſome, be-is more 
vide in his owneeyesthan rhey can make him, and; 


therefore he iscontented, If they, imprifbnaahume * 


he. 


ble 
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ble Soule, and perſecutehim, he wondersat Gods 
neſſe,lo farre hee is from being diſcontented, 


-|+ thathe wonders at Gods goodnefle;and mercy to- 
wards him,that he would caſt him into-a Dungeon; . 


when he might have caſt him into hell; 
Thirdly and laſtly, this Humiliation of Soule, 


The third bes: 


brings in ſatisfaRtion and contentednefle, in all the ncs:. 


wants.that may befall him. Take away from him 
what you will,and detiy himany thing, yer he will 
be quict. He that is contented with all:Gods dea« 
ling towards him, cannot be diſquicted with- any 
thing; The bumble ſoulc juſtifies God, and is pact. 
fied, and joynes fide with Gods provideuce;he juſti- 
fies God in whatſoever he doth, and therfore is qui- 


et in whatſeever he hath done. The ſhip that goes: 


with wind and tide goes cafily, but if it goes againſt 


wind and tide,it is wonderfully troubled; ſo, when: 


the humble Soule goes on with: Gods blefled pro. 


vidence, and goesthat way which the will of God: 


goes: hegoeson quietly, and the want of this hu. 


miliation of heart is the caufe of all your diſquiet- 
neſſe;when you will ſtand in oppoficionagainftthe- 
Almighty; the Lord will have youpeore, and you: 


will be rich,the Lord will-have youbaſe and meane 


inthe world,and you would be honorable,the Lord: 


onthe one fide, & you onthe other ſide, you would 
have it,and the Lord faith yoa ſball not; ifall come 


not according to your minde, oh then you flye out; 


God muſt be of your mind,and be at your-beck,and 


this you muſt have, ard that you will have, orelſe- 
God fhall heare of you:thus you make your owne* 
 tcouble, and thistroubleſome Spirit breeds all _ 
- for 
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| The Soules Humiliation. | 
ſorrow that befalls youz whereas if you would goe 
on with God, you might be quietedand comforted. 


whatſoever condition you were inz as one fayd, that _ 


he could bave whathe would of God; | why, how 
was that ? becauſe; whatſoever Gods will was, that 
was his will; humiliation quiets all, and 'ſupplyes 
all wants, once make the good will' of God that 
whichthy heart ſhall yeeld unto, and: Gods 'provi- 
dencethe beſt that can bef.ll thee; andithen "live 
comfortably for ever. Oh: that our hearts vere 
brought to this. But the pride and vileneffe of our: 
hearts is ſuch; that we trouble our ſelves needlefly: 
therefore aboveall, labour forthis. Beicamentto 
want what God will deny, and to wai:&-Gods good 
pleaſure, and to beeat his difpoſing, and then live 
quietly, and comfortably for ever. Oh!that [ cquld 
bring your hearts to be in love; with this blefſed' 
grace of God.Is it ſo,that Humiliation brings quiet 


in alla mans conditions? 'Is there note Soule here 


that hath beene vexcd with the temptations of Sa» 


than, did you never know,whatit is tobe under the' 


malice of anenemie,and did your owne diſtempers 
nevertrouble you? Have none of you found: hard: 
meaſures at the hands of wicked mem? is there ne- 
vera. Soulc here that is burthenedwith-meny wants, 
and thatloves his owne comforts have-you not 
many neceſſities at home, the' want of friends, and 


- meanes,and evenof common neceſſiries,and would 


you arme and fence yourſelves, that no wants may 


diſquiet you,nor trouble you, but inall, rodeabove' 


all, and to rejoyce/inall, more then all-oppofitions 
inthe world can doe you hurt:then behum — 
act. or 
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| forever quieted, Whatfoevercan or ſhall befall you, 
bythe devilliind his inflruments, and ifeveryſpire of ' 


ir 
2 villsin a temptations, op 
ſirions; that chey ſhall not ſodiſquiet.you,zs to cauſe 
you robeunſetled oruncomforted: - 

In the next place, you are to be deſired, to try y; 


. your ſelves by t former truth : and let every'man 


try his owne heart, whether ever God hath: given 
bim thisgracious diſpolition'of Soule orno?! You 
muſt cometo this trath : for there is no juſtification 
nor expeRation without this , Nay, there is no faith 
can be infuſed into the i ſouls before the hearr' be 
thus fitted [and prepared: no' preparation, no perfe= 
Qion. Never Fables, never 'exaked + therefore 


| let every man and woman, lay their hearts. to the 


former truth, and confider this one thing in-the ge- 

nerall. Sofarreas the hea» is from chi contended. 
neſſe to beat Gods diſpoſe; ſo farre it is fromtrue 

preparation for Chriſt. You muſt be —_— if ever 
Cliiſt 6{l y-u': youmuſt be nothing, if you. would 
have'Chriſt alt-int allzoyou; Thus much in the go- 
nerall; Bur, -now fer us > rg particular tri- 

als : and herein Jet us .con . Firſt, the 
truth, and ſoundneſſe of our Huraili ion, Second. | 
ly, the meaſure of it: both oft this DoQrins 


themboth, that they which have not this worke may 

be hula that hey which have it, may eg 

they nqaks and might _e, Cen” + 
t 


doth diſcover tous. Tt isvery profitable'to, handle - 


come ſhort ofthe meaſure which 


The ſecond 
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the cauſe, of much ſorrow, .and the want of much. 


How to try 
the truth of 
our Hum ia- 
tion | 


» 


| hewillmlcall chings in! heaven an 


. you ſhall know ſo 


What ſveayes 
our.Reaſuns. 


 matyellaus height'of our conceirs, whe 
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comfort. er gey . 

- You may crythe truth of this worke of bumiliati- 
on, thus. In the generall;loake how you are diſpoſed 
of in-your lives,and converſations. Bur in particular 
that you may ſce where wee. be, Ictus obſerve theſe 


, . threerules.. | 


Firſt, let us ſee, :what is .it that [wayes our Tea- 
fons,: agd: judgements; Secondly, VVhat is it that 
wes our hearts, our wills, and affections. 

ly, 


Thirdly, VVhat is itthat rules our lives and conver- 
frions. Try your hearts by theſe rules, and - then ir 
will be ;plaine-and-cleaxe, iwhether : you. be truely 
humbled, and abaſcq orno. : You know (:I'told'you) 
that you muſt not.anely be 4g off by God(for 
God will diſpoſe of you, ou will :or no, 
earth, hee will 
either.cruſh tlidfe proudbearts of yours by Humili« 
ationhere, orelſe caſt you downe'to hell:fbr ever,) 
but you, muſt, be content to be at Gods diſpoſing, 
To. beginne with the formerz namely, to ſee what 
ſwaycsour judgemetits ;1:If you! will attend, I hope 


that are weake; as for the other, haply they come to 
quicken'/up their hearts, and-to' 1cnew that which 
theyſtnew: before! 3o 11509 15 10 grille wh 

' Firſt, let us ttie:whether we ſubmit io cur 
ments or-no > Here is a maine breach;;' conts; 
this ſubmiſſion is 'a; mans carnall reaſon,/all 


* 


LT 


up- 'Oht own... carnall xcaſob,'as ſo manyitliolds 


mcthing in your owne hearts, you - 


þ 


judge. | 


& 
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and maintaine them' againſt 'the truth'of Chriſt, 


and-whereſoever this frame of minde is, there this 
worke of humiliation was never wrought. And 


conceits againſt thetruth of Chriſt. That's'a ſweete 
place -to this end in the Romans, Where the Text 
ſaith, The wiſcdome - of the” fleſh, or as itis in the 


| thisisinto0 many.) When a'mair fvels in his owne! 


Origioall ; 3 The carnal wind? 13 enmitie 4g inſt God, for Rom 2 7, 


it 15 not ſubjeF to the Law of God, neither :nteedt can be. 
The carnall mind, andall the reaſonings, and wiſe- 
dome of it, is not-onelyan enemy, but ir it enmitie 
againſt God: The Apoltle.doth not fay, that a car.” 
nall mans wiſedome-and reaſon doth not obey, but, 
be is not able to bearethe truth, he (as itwere ) ſets 
himſelfe inbattellarray againſt it cannot beſubje&t 
tothe Law of God. Ti is a:maihe wound-tn all the 


ſonngs of: 44am; That aiman (as it:were )- deifics! 4 


bimſclfe, and-hls awne:greames, and devices, and 
makes his ewne :conceit, a line-and levill to all his 
converſation, $o that the carnal minde, wilt bend 


the trurh to his inde though! her breake it.” by 
marvellous-pride of a mans mind.” Hery 


the 
> vale why Ap Eaviſeeh us tO'be wiſewith Tre ra 


As if hee had-ſkid, 'aman may be drunkewitth bis 
ane congaraes when drunkard'hath'gotten is 
braines,well. in:Wine and beare ; theh What- 
ſoever he conceitsinhismind,; mui needs be as'true 


'as Goſpell, So, idiswitha carnsll minde. Rowen 


arguments be never fo plaine, and Scri 
5 nngaarveyhe=" cirtalf-wrcachinil will Re Neale: 
agninſealh,00d fay,/it 49: _—_ judgement; [at 
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'notof that mind. This is the height of our mind, 
as if hedid ſay, I doe not thinke it, let the word of 
 God,.and his Miniſters ſay what they will co the 
contrary 3 they ſhall not perſwade mee of it. Doeſt 
' thou finde this inthy ſelfe, thenir is an undoubred 
argument, thou neyer hadft a heart truely humbled. 
See what the Apoſtle ſaith, If amen thinkes that hee 
knowes any thing, bee knowes nothing as hee ought to dee. 
You thinke you are as-wiſe as you neede to be, and 
youare not children yet, You that thus lift and ſet 
* . up your ſelves in- your owne conceris, . whatſoever 
you be, you know nothing as you ought to doe, And: 
tkerfore the Apoſtle ſpikes of ſome that were pufi 
in their owne conceits, intruding imo thoſt things hich 
they bave wot ſeene, vainely puft up in their owne minds, 
You conceive and imagine this and thus, and will 
not beleeve the Miniſter: of God whatſoever hee 
RT 6 uy wa i» up, and this is not a heart 
a wrought u Ns. : 
| T —— wellth nat ane Cnagination, as 
to hisawne proper poſſeſſion: As the old proverbe 
is: The foole will not leave his bable for all the. 
_ Citie of Zandon. Soa carnallbeart faith, I cannot 
be otherwiſe perſwaded, I fay,thethe cafe is care, 
is it fo with thy judgemear and'carnall reaſon > rben 
as. yet thou wert never tinderi the power of this 


truth, rbou ſbotteſt up doores againſt Teſus Chriſt, 


he cannpt come in to informe-thoe, thou axt ſo full 
- Bat fome will ſay, bew' doth thiscarnall reafo- 
nipg lifcup ir ſelfe agginſithe trurh of Jeſus Chriſt >- 


To- 


th 
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v 


Be PO =» 
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* TothisI anſwer, the lifting up of my carnall rea« Anſwer, 
particulars, and 


og _ it _ knowne in three 
y theſe you know when conceits 
you aloft from the truth of Chriſt.” x 2059 ED 
Firſt, A carnall reaſon being thus puſe up, it: is noe 
willing to know the VWord of God, nor his truth, e- 
ſpeciall thoſe' truths that are troubleſome and tedi- 
ous tohim z preach and (| what you will, bug 
preach not_ that. Hee either wiſhes himſelfe deafe 
that he could not heare, of the Miniſter dumbe that 
= — notdeliver _ _ vu ae” ſent 
ophet Eſay to preach to the e, an 
to ſeale them to eternall HeſtruQion, me 


therefore the Lord ſaith, Goe rellthis people, yerheare, £0.6.9,50, 
are 


but underfland not ;, fee, but percerve not , make the 

of this people far they winke with their eyes. As it is with 
2 bleare eye, that is notable to looke againſt the 
Sunne, but ſhuts for feare the Sunne ſhould hurt ir, 
So, a carnall proud miade is not able to-looke. into- 
the truths that may trouble it, and that would a- 
wakeri his bleare eye. And in another place, the 
people doe. intreate the Prophet Z ay, to' goe ove of 


the way; and #0 turne aſide out of tharpath 5, canſe the eu Eſay 3013 


ly one of Iſract' to ceaſe from before ws. As if thi 
had ſaid, Wee cannot endure this holinefle,wecan- 
nn 

elſe God wil Oy us, ououtofr | 
ke blefied rrachs.” A double: 
example we have of this diſternper ys holy 
$criptures, As in 14, nant IP wicked ſay —_— 
3 art. 
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1 Sam. 3.17. 


"Gepars from my for wee deſite not the knonledge of rhy 


wajets Thedrunkard deſires not to heare ot any hor- 
ror of his heart for ſinne : and the hypocrite deſires 
not to heare that he muſt;be ſound, and- ſincere, and 

touch with-God in every'thing, and ſo a'l un- 
g yy men goe againſt che truth of - God, which, 
croſſeththewr {luſts and corruptions.,. And in Timorby, 
tt was the tange; of a curſed diftemper- of ſpirit.-in a 
company of wreeches. of this age; The-Text ſaith, 
The time ſball come when they ſhall not endure. ſound do 
Brine. And here it. is tobe noted, that company. of 
carnall Gentlemen, :and- baſe refuſe people of, other: 
degreesare come to this paſſe,thatleta plaine ſearch-: 


' Ing «truth . be diſcovered, they 'turne- away. from; - 


it, and cannot heare it with patience g but ifanyman 
will tell them ſome fine. ſtories, Oh, this -pleaſeth 
them admirably:they cannot endure ſound do&rine. 
that ſearcheth the heart and awakens the conſcience; 
they cannot brooke that: now, an humble heart is 
of another mind, it is willing - to: heare any.thing. 
from the Lord,and any meſſage from heaven ;- 9 
the humble Soule faith, Speake on-Lord,thy ſervant, 
defites'to heare :bethe word never ſo.traubleſome; 
andthetruch never ſomuch. crofling his lufts, hee, is 


well.content to heare it. Nay, be deſires that eſpe-; 
cially; and hee-is calmed with-it.- Marky what! El, 


ſaid; Keepe nor backe from me, but let wee beare whatſye-, 
ver the Lord hath ſaid unto thee. An humble Soule: 
comestothispaſle, and faith, If there be any ſinne, 
of any wickolne kednefſe inmyheart, good Lord diſcover. 
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i, and,gfthere beany duty.to bedone, Lord letme: 
know i it. And as Cornelis ſaid. wee are all. here pre As 10.33. 


- ſent before the Lord, to beare whatſoever thaw art com 


»andedof God. 'Sothe humble Soule faith, What. 
ſoever trouble it brings, I yeeld tothe cruth, and ge. 
fire to hceare-it, 

Thirdly, As the carnall reaſon ſhuts his eye, and 
willnot lookeupon thetruth, ſo inthe ſecond place, 
if it be ſo,that it muſt heare that which ir would nor, 
whatis the next ſhift thatit hath, heewili norſuffer 


| himſelfe rabe convinced by the tnith; but when the 


truth"comes it. with plaineneſſe, and power, heila- 
bours what he: can nn: = objeRtions .and: ox# 


vills truth, that hemay oppolethe . 
of Gods WV ord that ith itis ag wi hee Pp 
Thi conn 


| _ a 6 Ie zport & —_ ks —_ not the 
>@ge:man. heares'a cloſe point, and then hee 
Pint nd 


Aaith, I will not beleeve it, Tknow 
Iwill bebound to confure it,andallthis 
nothing butaſmoake; and he deales by theittuth; 
IT bin enemie in this caſe. "Firſt, they 4 


 hourtokeepe him out! fromtheir confines, and if 


they cannotdoe that, then they. levy forces to drive 
himour from their Jagd': So ic is Rn = 
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2 Tim.3.8, 


_ the Apoſtle faith, As 7 and Iambres withſtood 
2 .n rg yer Sand ref rhe 1reghy-wes of comm 


of carnall men; they would not looke pon the 


_ truchrobeenformed by ir, Well, Heare they muſt, 


and heare they ſhall, ifthey live under the'power of 
rye drr oe a heare it, t ——_ 
centious, andadviſe with this carnall-friend, and that 
carnall Miniſter, and if they can get any'manto plead 
for- their luſts, that they may arme themſelves a- 
| truch of God, they thinke rhem- 

Ifa Mituſter come home to the heart of a carnall 
wretch, that will buy, and ſel{ upoathe Lords Day, 
and ſay cohim, Remember tharthoukeepe holy the 
Sabbath z then-hee goes to ſome carnall man that 
kuyes and fells as well as himſelfe, and then he will 
have anarmy of forceFagainſtthe truth of God. As 


ix char bh 1 a A ENS hw 
ver the peo  Itrael, and when Adoſes ſhewed 
ſome ſignes and wonders 3 Pheroab would not yeeld 
tothe Mrracles, and therefore he called for fannes 
made ſome FT s of 
13/phine, and the evidences of it are Uhcon- 
trolable, then a carnall minde; ſends for carnall 
| ls, and pleas, and objeRionss and this hee 
to oppoſe the truth of Chrift, and to make 


_ an army againſt the bleſſed Ordinances of God. 


They 
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They count it a matter of favour, ifany man will de- 
liver and reſcuethem from.the truth. | 

As when this trutzeomes, You amuſt not buy 
and ſell upon the Sabbath, buryowmuſt: be holy, 
as God is. holy, &c; If rhis truth be troubleſome, 
oh they cannot beare it, and they would faine be 
reſcued, they count this truth an enemic to them, 
and if any man will deliverthem. from the truth, 
they thinke him a God and they admire arhis. 
judgement, and ſay ſucha man is wiſe, and adeepe 
Scholler, and he ſaith thus andthus, hee will defend 
_ wellas I : thus a manis fortifiedagainſt the 
truth, | ; 

But an humble Soule will not doe thus; Afﬀeer 
the Word* and Truth of God is revealed-in this 
kind, andall reaſons anſwered: The underſtanding 
of this humble Soule, gives way and oppoſeth-not 
the truth; Give an humble Soule Scripture for that 
you'fay, and hee hath done; and Jers all carnall 


-- Etunſells paſſe: andalt matters objeted, and hee 


faith, Iam fully perſwaded-of it, rherrurh is plaine, 
God forbid ; that I ſhould quarrell with it. This is 
forthe underſtanding. * 

Thirdly, If the truch be ſocleareand plaine, thar 
hee cannot gaine-ſay it, rhen bee turnes afide- fr 


the nthorlth of the truth, and will not ſufferie4 +... 
take place inhis minde. This is the laſt ſhift whicha © 


carnall man hath. 

As, when a debtor is' arreſted, at firſt; hee 

grapple with the Serjeatt; but when hee ſeeth 

the Bailiffe, or. Serjeant, is. too good for him, 
Y 


he _. 


— 
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hee labours to make aneſcape, and truſts to his feete, 
rather than to his hands. So it is with a carnall 
wretched heart. When hee cannot but confeſle, and 
yeeld that the-rruthis plaine, and that hee cannot 
grapple wirh the reuth, then hee falls flat againſt it : 
when his Serpent is eaten up by <Moſes Serpent ; 
and-all carnal-pleas are eaten up bythe truth, then 
hee.is faine to withdraw bimſelfe from the authori- 
tie Of it. | 
- From hence comes all thoſe ſhifts wee tell peo- 
ple they are miſerable, and in a natura]l, and dam- 
nable. condition :: Oh ſay they, God is mercifull > 
oh but ( ſay wee) the mercy of God: is ſuch, thar 
as hee pardons men, ſo hee purgeth them, and if 
mercy will ſave you, mercy will purge youtoo, and 
makeyou forſake your ſinnes's doe youthipke that 
metcy w1ll carry: you, and your peeviſh proud luſt- 
full hearts to heaven: Nog bee will not , then fay 
they,we will repent hereafter : and then we tell them 
againe, :harden not your hearts, today if you wilt 
heare his yoyee, take mercy now while it 15 called 
to day? 7 LVEF of 
God requires repentance now, and now you 
muft humble your ſelves aid: repent. Yet the 
Soule goes on, and faith, wee bleſſe God, wee 
doerepent, and when wee ſweare, wee cry God 
wercy, and though wee « have beene, and are 
ſometimes drunke, yet wee are ſorrys for it, 'thery. 
wee make them: anſwer:; and' fay, you fay you 
are ſorrowfull, but ſound-forrow is ever. accom- 
panied with found reformation. As: the Apoſtle 
4. g's ſaith, 


« 


———— 
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full, what carefulneſſe bach it wrought in what 
clearing of your etves, what indignation, Fn the 
like? A 


faith, This ſame fr that you have beene ſorrows > Ove.7;11, 
e 


as the Wiſe man ſaith, Hee that cone Prov.18. 1.7 


fefſech and forſaketh his ſinne ſhall mercy, Then 
the finner replies, no man can doe thus. VWhar, 
would you have us without finne > wee muſt be 
content to doe, as wee may. Thus you ſee, they 
yeeld to the truth, and cannot but confefſe thar 


'&t is plaine, but they take away the power of the ' 


truth, and the command of it. You may ſee 
this in that curſed ſhift of a carnall man. When 


.Balacke ſent for Balaam, ſaying, Come curſe this Num.x3.13, 


viſe with -God, to:doethat which God had formers 
ly forbidden Poe | 


goeto heaventoo 2 this is a wretched heart z as B-- 
| S=MF<A  -laaits 
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1 Lohn 3 Ss 


n Pct, 1e15* 


laam did, {0 doe many, nay, themoſt of the world 
doe ſo; confider the place of Scriprure, and ket me 


have Joſt judgopens in - ; wrkogw = this by 
ſaith rhe Avoile eth bunſelfe' as Chrift 1s. pure. 
Ty doth _ ſay, Homiay and ought to doe it, the 
doth purge himſetfe ; and the Apoſtle Perer faith, 
Be ye holy as Chrift 15 boly in all manner of conterſs- 
tan, Hee ;dath not. ſay, hee may and ſhould be fo, 
but, be boly as:Chrift is holy, thar is in truch and 


ſinceirie;asa child goes like bis father, though nor 


ſo faſt as he. And as 'an Apprentice workes as 
faſt as bis Maſter theugh not ſowell ; andas the 


Apoſtle faith, - Abſtarne from all Fineſſe of the feſh 


and Spirit : as it he bad ſaid, if there be,gyer. a barlot 
or Akchouſe inthe world avoyd then, "and a 
appearances of evyl, come not nearether 

isthecondition that ;God requires. You heare all 
theſe-truths, now let mee call forrecord from hea- 


ven, I would faine know what any wicked op 


ſer can ſay againſt 'theſe-rruths ;, oh! char'? a, 7 


know your minds a lirrle!! Youthat thinke a man 
neede not þe ſo cxadt and preciſe, nay, you blame 
you children and ſervants for it. I know not whar 


ou would fay ;except it bethis: Ir is tre, this. 


1s good, but doth any man do it ? and bappyarethey 
that can doe it, . amanmay be a'man thevgh not fo 
good as another man, 8c. away withthoſe tricks, 
the Text laith, he that hath this hep: purifies him- 
ſelfe, as Chriſt is-pure; theagh not for the meafore 
yer in the ſame \manher. Thouand }, and all of us 

Ran ---* maſt 
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muſt doe ir, Or elſewe may caſt away all bope. The | 
Lord be mercifull rous, if your judgements were 
humbled I cantel{ what: you would doe, the heart 
that is humbled rakesthe truth, and yeelds tothe 
authoritie of it, whereas'a carnall heart Lords it 0- 
ver the trurh ; if it bee thus with thee, rhy minde 
was never ſoundly - enlightned, and as the Lord 
lives never humbled, never: \canverted, and / never 
Fre ers: ro the Cy See. _ -OUr 'Saviour 

h, thy doe you lo | £1.41) s' ranſe rafje rhe Match, 15. 
————— wor ken their Co NM 
traditions checke by joll with the commande- 
ments of God,” they /made the Command of God 
without any royaltie or power. 'They; were 

content to give Chrift the heating, bur they twr- 
ned aſide from the truth that fhould have pre- 
by aſa thetic If JO_—_ wp gs aber amr 
Word worke, upon thee to doe rhee | 
wheteas httorc thou wouldeſt _ come in, 
nor yeeld, now ſhew thy felfe tobe humbled, and 
goe thy! way hone, and let this truth take place in 
thy heart, 'atid be delivered into the forme of this 
do@rine now-in hand, and wheh profanencfle, leud 
and urgodly ſports come : then 'Temembes this, 
and ſy, 1 muſt purge try felfe as-Chriſt is ar 
did Chriſt ever thus and thus p did hee ever fixupri 
twelveaclocke at night” ryortivg" and banqueompd 
it is atruth, (oi Lord)-levitrake place! inz1y (Hear, 
and ler i be faſtened: there. When the Lord hath 
2 man in his ſerters, andi dreckes! the heart; wich 
horror, He openerlvibis edys '(o-ftfpings ——_* Iob368,9, 7% 
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bim io raurne from iniquitie,, Hee doth not leave a 
manthere and fay, this is the way and the truth, 
walke in it, but hce ſaith, I muſt haye that uncleane 
- heart purged, and that carnall company abandoned, 
and ſoforth, and ſathe Lord faich to the Mini- 
ers, command that diſſembler, and that hy 
crite, and that baſe wretch tocome out from their 
ungoodly praRiſes, andtoyceld tomee. Oh let the 
-powerand royaltic of this truth take place in your 
Cn it willdoe, if you be Subjzeas ofthe truth, 
I. charge you before God and: his Angels if you 
know any command, obey it, and if you know any 
{innefull courſe, remember the -commandement is 
plaine, you muſt purge your ſelves. as Chrift is 
- Pure. Let this word prevaile and haye his authori- 
tieover you, and be not carnall'hypacrites to op- 
_ - now, and ſo to be damned; for it' ever» 


| ASL. an muſtbe ſubjea Gote 


2, Gods Vil, fo 
The will muſt the will and affections muſtbe hunabled;”and c 
belabjet. F2me that is contrary to this hyllilllieys. is ' this ; 

when the will and heart of a' manffand” that parc 
whereby you ſay, I will have tht I will not 


have that) when this part doth nat yeeld to the au- 
thoritie of Gods Word, when there is a kinde of 
Soveraigne Command in this; waywardneſſe' of | 
heart, andthe heart would challenge a kinde-of mo- 
narcliiall anthoritie, and would not bz over-topped 
by the truth of God: This cannot ſtand with any 
ng of humiliation, The generall is thus. 
Iyemy,s.3 1 .As the people. ſaid, wee are 0rds, pee will come 20 re 
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uno thee, wee know what to-doe. And aSit is ſaid in the 


Pſalmiſt, Our tongues are our owne, wee ought to ſpeake, pra. 


Who is Lord over us & 


But ſome will ſay; How ſhall wee know, that Objefiop. 


our corrupt . hearts, wills, and affe&ions, doe 
thus over-power the truth of: Chriſt > and chal» 
lenge to themſelves a ſoveraigne command £ Here 
Nh maine.. wound, and women. that. are weake 
in their reaſons, are wonderfully reſraQory intheir 


wils. 


culars. | wo 

Firſt, the heart is weary of the command: and 
wiſhes ſecretly there were no command of God to 
croſſe him in his courſe, and to hinder bim in his: 
way of finne. I will declare what I have heard wicked 
wrenches ſay in this kinde, tecauſe I will not teach 


| men to be wicked, Hee wiſhes that therewere no 


righteous God to bound him. The adulterer wiſheth 
that there were ao ſuch Law as this, hee that butnes 
in his luſts here, ſhallburne in hell. And the drun- 
kard wiſhes that rherc had never beene any Law 
made-againſt that finne, azd hee faith, it is pitty 
thatevery man 7 ar drinke what hee will : and 


{perſon that would be ſtealing and pilfe- 
ing, hee wiſhes tHat there were no' Law againſittbar 
finne,. and when the Word and his'-Conſc'ence 


'warkes, and the Law makes havocke in his heart, and 


Jahours to throw him to;the wall; Ob hee is weary: 


* 


7. | | 
* Nowa carnal! heart thinks it is the greateſt plague 
4 In: 


” 


Z 


Wee ſhall, know ir by theſe three parti- Auger; 
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in the world, to be paled+ in within the compaſle of 
Gods commands, that hemay not doe what heliſt, 
but ſtill, Word, and Conſcience, and the Miniſtres 
checke him. 

When the Lord required, Sacrifices at the _ 
hands in Malachy; They thought it a wearilome- 
neſle, and ſnuffed at it. VWheat every morning Sa- 
crifice? andevery evening too? what a weariſome= 
nefſe'is this > So, you ought to have morning, and 
evening prayer in your Families, how are your 
hearts affected rowardFit> doe not you ſay, what 
a weariſomineſſe is this ? why doe you tell us of 
mw ma0ph For hambling our Soules > This is a 

rthenſome thing z this argues a heart that is above 
the truth, and that would be free from the truth, 
and juſtle it to the wall, therefore the wicked are 
(as it.'were) in bonds and ferters, as the Apoſtle 
fairh, they did not like t9 have God in knowledge, As 
if hee bad faid, it is a vexation to their Soule fill 
to have conſcience oy, be holy and humble, 
and be not proud, nor drunke, nor adulterous, their 
conſciences flie in their faces, and the VWord galls 
them, they doe not like to have this in knowledge. 
A: ' therefore the Lord deales. with them aber 
therr defires, and hegives them overto areprobate 
mind, and to a heart that ſhall never imbrace- the 
trath. You that have no delight to. heare of 
duties, and wiſh there were.no Miniſter to controll 
you, the Lord: will fatisfie your deſires,” and gave 


youup to a reprobate ſence. As if the Lord did fay, 


you are weary of my wiſedome, and good- 
neſſe, 


- 


OC .. eewuy RAagngy BpERLSOAY| 


F dn 


Ma . 


The Sonlej Humiliation. 


 neffe, and weary of my Word and Commands, 1 


will caſe you of that burthen, you ſhall have hearts 


that never ſhall be moved with my Spirit; goe 


allyoudamned !ufts and reigne in him, rule over 
him and make hira a ſlave, and bring him downe to 
deftruRion'for ever. 

Ifthe Lord comes and will needs berevealed to 
him, then a ſtardy heart layes violenthandsupon 
the command, he: diſpoſerh of it, and will not let 
the.command diſpoſe ofhim, he hinders the pow- 
er of the truth that would draw him to God. As 
the Apoſtle ſaith, They withbold the truth in un- 
——_— The werd in the Originall is, they 
impriſon thetruth , as :if the Apoſtle had ſaid, you 
know you ſhould'not be looſe, nor covetous, nor 
drunke , is it ſo conſcience ? are you drunke, looſe, 
and covetovs ſtill >\when the conſcience faith,” I 
will be toofeand coverous ſill; and youwill have 
the vengeance of God tofollow youandgoto hell 


' 004; They doe impriſonthe'trurh : The! coverous 


mariarapriſonsrhecruth,and hee mufthhave/his co- 
vetouſneſle ſtil] , and cherruth is impriſoned arthe 
ſuite of che adulterer, and he muſt be uncleane fil]. 
Ando, the oppreſſor muſt yo_ diſſemble, and 

fe ſtil], and therefore hejuſtles the truth and 
will of God'to'the wall. Hee takes the wall of 


Rom, 1,18, 


Gods will. As the people ſaid; thereis no hope bat ter..18.12, 


wre will walke after our owne devices, and wee will doe 
one the Tmiginations of bis -evill heart. 'Th 
faid moſtdeſpetately,weewill doe it ; heare it an 
feare, all you whoſe coniſcienecs doe convince you 
of itzand you knowthartheevingand ſtealing, and 
of X pettiſhneſle, 
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os RG Gf as IF 7 4 ot tet i Boo. - 11 et at 
: —_ ! "Ro : 


be et 527 Veer NTT (-., 
"at We ” : 
x 


——_—— 


—— — 


T be Soules "Humiliation, 


15im$ 19, 


pettiſhneſle, and peeviſhnefſe, and all your profain- 
neſſe is forbidden; what faith' your hearts to this 3 
who diſpoſeth of your wills in this caſe > doencr 
you ſay, wee will-doe what wee liſt: As-when 
Sanmel had made an excellent Sermon, and cold 
them the danger of having a King, They ſaid, nay, 


but wee will have a king over #4, SO is it with many 


 deftruaiontoo.:) - ': 1 


of you, Is this humuitie The Lord ſaith, you 
ſhall not, and you fay;you will. - ob fearefult {1s 
this humilitic > aske but common 'reafon , you 
{iy, wee truſt have, agd wee will have it, wee have 
had our liberties and w<e@ wyl havethem, and {6 
- Thirdly, This is the'loweſt andleaſt kinde of 
rebellion ; the Soule--is content happily to doe 
what God requires,-but it. muſt be upon: his owne 
conditions, and his owne terwes. This is the laſt, 
and it argues no ſaving worke of preparation for 
Chriſt. The hypocrite is.content that God: ſhall 
bave his glory, but hee muft doe it. And amands 
conteritto be painefull in his place, provided hee 
may:have caſe and honours,” and parts, anidipre- 
ferments, and be reſpeted, but when theſe faile, 
then God hath broken bis condition, and hee'will 
none. Thus God ts-athis.diſpole; and fiandsto his 
agreements. This 45/4 curſed hypoerite. You 'can 
be content to heare, and pray that - you 'may'have 
ſome corruption, and that under the nate of pra» 
feſſion you-may be. adgltezous-and looſe Rill.:The 
Godiof metcy: ſerid! ſome,yeine of good 'motions 
mto your hearts, to awaken-you if-it-be; poſſible, 
Thus it is with ſome Miniſters that are content to 
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be paincfull in their places, fo long as they may, 

have honour, and/be reſpeted ; but if they miſſe 

of their end, they give over all. If there be an 

ſuch here, you are hypocrites, and ſhall never be 
comforted upon theſe termes, | 

Now I come to the third paflage of this triall A mans lite 

namely, what ir is that diſpoſeth of ourlives. A vt be fub- 
mans life aud converſation muſt be at Gods diſpo- 7** 
ſing, If the heart be diſtemperec, and the reaſon 

be thus lifted up, then the ations of a mans life 

muſt necds be anſerable : If thoſe wheeles-goe 
falſe;xhen the aRions of a mans life muſt ſtrike . 
fa}ſe.; As they ſaid,they would.walke in their own 
wayes.,- And as theLord ſaith, 7 will bring their gc, 56., 
feares upon them, and my ſoule ſhall loath them be- 

£4 641 ws did chooſe their owne devices, That is; 

2 heir owne corrupt hearts would have” 

that they will-rake; and thatway they will walke: 

in. Not according to Gods will, but according 
to.their owne: rebellious hearts.: So that al the 

; Bis of a mans courſe, ate nothing etfebar as 

(o many. diſtempered bchaviours of a rebellicus 
carnall mind and. heart, This diſordered carriage 
diſcovers it {clfe inthree particulars, 

Firſt, when a mans life/and+converſation comes 1, 
contrary to God, and'goesa-breaft againſt the Al- 
mightie:as they did, of whom the Apoftlef| 
Having their underflandings darkened; bave given xp, ig. 
themſelves aver to "all-laſervioaſneſſe. They doe- not 
what God will, but what: their price: and idleneſſe 
will, The Wiſe-man ſaith, Hee that 1s perver{®p.oy28.18. 
in bis wayes ſhall fall at once, RR Apoſtleſfaith/ - | 

| 2 


When 
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Rom. 6.20. 


Rom.t 3-2. 


Zeph.1.8. 


when you were the ſervants of frame, you were, free 


from r:ghteouſreſſe, What's that > Holinefle and 
Gods command had nothing to doe with thern, 
that never tooke place in their hearts. Doe you 
thinke theſe mens hearts are at God diſpoſing > 
Sce what the Apoftle fairh ; Faſhion ner your ſelves 
like unto: this world, I onely appeale to mens con- 
ſciences, what ſtrange apparre!l, and haire laid our, 
and what Spaniſh locks be there now adayes > 
who diſpoſeth of theſe things? Oh forſooth, they 
are newly come up, and they muſt come up to thy 
head, and armes and all. Thefe ſtrange faſhions 


doe argue ſtrange diſtempers of ſpirie; aid: doe 


you: thinke that God rules in thoſe hearts and * 


minds>and does God over-power thoſe affeiona 
when as they will not' give hint leave to meddle 
with a baire, or a locke, 'or an excrement: this*is- 
my judgement in' this cafe. 1Fir be fo, 'that rhe 
Word: of God may not take away a lap, and an 
excretnent, our ſhame, and thoſe things rhatare 
ſcandalous, then ſurely the Word'of God muſk 
not-plucke away our luſts. No; no, you areas far 
from fubjeion, as heaven is from hell, and as 
the devill is fom the God of Hoſts, The Lord 


ſpeakes plainely by:the Prophet Zephany, Me will 


viſit all thoſe that are clouthed with ftrange apparel, 
When the - fire ſhall flawe' abour your eares, 
and the cnemies come' to. piucke your feathers 
from your Caps, then you will remetober this- 


You wou'd not have 'God to dnob'y your 


cloathes,and haire,and the like, and therefore God 
will.now diſpoſe of your and liberties, and 


vracno nm SOUS 


when 
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when you lye-v firaw; 'and ſee that 
SEES 
concent that the _ yndg Yfſeof you, and 


looke graciotifly towards and then you wilÞ 
recommend year ſoules © GolBut chentheTord 


will make you anſwer atid fay; No bene dell 
fing of you beforeadrunken,adulterous, and-faſhis 


enable ſoule, therefore ſer'them ſuccoury Qu now 


youts'your f:ſhions, ' and ler then ihs 

pr roare in the faſhion z he that will not- " 

theſe baſe trifles to- be ar | 

hee will never Ravehis hearr av- Gods 
| Sceondly, if God will overrale  ictelpins 

little, and pulldowne their trim faſhions, and'will 

Fe ipe the Uitrer, and ſerid'the thieſe ro remember 


ire S's. and'if the Lord' ſay, you nor be 
rich,nor hotiourable, 'a5-you' you 
feeke the never ſofaſt. ont $0 Sr 


Yatſecondly, they oh cl is nd 64 fin 
fall devices tO het 
ito which God 'ther”5 7 
| | + tow oh AY frat 


heewill die the —__ that ocreveales _— 


the finne that' God forbids, and grees a 
gzin(t - bur why wilt hee doe this) Hee Kelbnes 


theſe to-honeur God, bye fyrſome dy-ande” Haſe 


ancy. As when the — ne prayeth, God'dotlt 
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—not, make hin pray-gs: the frſk moving; cauſe of 


the warke; bur hys hypoerific.: and ſo the diſſem- 
bling profeſſor, thar, will; profefſe ru advantage, 
tw; draw. people to. his, bouſe, or 10 ſell-off 'his 
Wars. morercadily. Aud 
Qh hee isa/maryelloushoneſt man, yes, and-a'co- 
oy wretch too, and. hee. makes. Raligion-as-a 
Horſe, for his Juſts., You,are nofat Gods 
dig, ageſſe: you beat Ins. <ppmapd inal 


vl v1 Thuzyou ſeethepride of a mans realy; in his 
will, his han Dent gud life, whereig yquſe,the: :deſpe- 


If every bird. had her 
ſabes and the: NPY y topo every ctea- 
fibecome'of the man 
j1 , yet-this is no- 
ol tn and Laciferian 
OGREs that is in the hows That # poore 
creature ſhould ſer his nilagiad Gods will, and 
his ay of.the, Almightie; before 
whom, Ir amazed, and 'the;devils 
dog trimþlc. ich, Twill haye this, and the 
Soule fgith,I will-not have i it : "God faith, 'thou 
ſhalt nor walke in *this Way, ; butfthe Soule faith,:] 


Wil peer ai Fafon,;thy will, 
Ll 4 ng tO mee z but the 


Squl —_— þ not, ,Is not "os infinite-in- 
tollerable haughtine ' What, to,make God na 
od;. and. that hee: nuft haye no. will, av. provi 
2nd.no rule over a mans life ? Oh {you thar 

re guiltie inthis caſe take notice of it,” And, let 


mee |. 


chat) people-may ſay, 


fire vitiapy ofa. mans, BS andallis opfolite. 
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mee exhort you'all that bave-heard'the Word 'of 
God this day, and.zre poorevignorant men,:and; 
prophaine, and <arna)l hypocrites. Ignorancerules: 
one man,: 29d his cvitupt:lufiarhles anotherminy? 


but there is no gaod rule atalk; 2:1: 01 5 PI 09 


. Youhave the; Ward of God and his 
and you haveſſcene the way ſet out;:.nbw! what re-- 
maines,: but that, yay» bocntreated: 


!to: home: 
and hambleyour ſelves inſeotncand 5; brhis 2: 


my proud reaſon, my propd beat; atd-this'is-mry' 


eg 


proud, carriage;.it j$ I that, would not ſubmirro: 


be command gticG0ds:Yyordy: Add-lepey 
ervant come ; Git ſay,18his is-my rar 7 


my Mafter, atd my; Miſtris mayinot ſpeale;! But 
I give word for word/:this:is myfauln Add yok 
wivesreaſon thus; ' Now the Lori |hathtove 


ſon-and will, that woult fiot- yeb!Urmo thevickayr 
mand of my ;husband.thoggh! never: ſo: wartznra- 
ble,.; Lerthe childalſo humble himit!fepand ſay; 
when my:fathet, counſels/mdcy 4 brieſnwidicats 
eare3/ and my;motheris but 2]lyoman; and [tbere2 
fore E wouldſhave-my ownewill; and 'walke'inimy, 
owne way ; this is my vaihe niinde.' How mariybe 
thers;preſentheere. this: day; idtat [are\notciv filing] 
to:knowiſome truths. Yoltkyow!ybir haygrirads 
many, conſpiracies againſt the, VWord::bF:Gbdiin 
the midd!e of rhe, night, -bedauſe your honours, 


caſe, and liberties! Jay at the fake,ctherefore rhe” 


Word muſtnot 1's! Mir bertivs9thenaGthis 
day you are carnally-minded,, 4nd four hearted] 


and-vaige./ Goe-home therefore: F chargelyong 
wo” | : an 


The.Somler- Mkmiiociin. 
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and a5 yOu reinibr your/owne good; goe into 


pkivate:chambers,. or elſe into ſforae fields, and 
rhore get :downe eng, wp Noe 'your hearts 

willaor:bows ant12yy- I know, and 
——_ ir, to this cirnall minds harh not 
beene broughtunder, this vaine and idle con- 
verſartdn yn 1 rn "19h T 


havekhawnemuch,and zinft 
OE TN WELL. ens ra far 


and hearing, praying, and other. holy: - 


ET Lord, © lis ta da 
tot is T 
anrcckd carat nn.” NN; 7 


| This'ts To ; Now thers " oviodags 
And the:Sou Res 6 further, and fairh; Good 
Lotd, whatwil of my 'Soule, am1 Gods 
tasilpoſe of? no, n0, pritlc and peeviſhneſſe bark 


all T' nat clouth my' ſelfe 'as Pride 
would have mee. Thists ſomewhat indeed, And 


the adulterer ſaith, If the adultreflecome, I muſt 


biudie fort. When the drunkard comes 
ro-ptill you out, [coll him of his, 'and ſay, VVho 


bath difpoſed ofyourbis day, and all yoor life, a | 


drunken wretth, and a baſe queane. You have 
wn Word of God-checking of you, and 
does Ohnowatlaſt yeeld;and 
The Lordhath not diſpoſedof mee. Now there- 
fore labobr'that God may difpoſe of you, andHet 


| themightie God pull downe'that mi thets boys 


Chalicnge the'Lord with his promiſe, and'4 
bim no reft/till:hee have” mercy upoti you. nd 
on: humble your ſelves; 'and fay, Vee 


have 


e the 
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have beene proud and idle together, now {et us 
mourhe and pray together. The time ſhall come 
when you willbe cortet that God ſhoald difpoſt 
of you, and you ſhal[defirethe Lord tolookegri- 
cioufly towards you, and that God would rake 
away your corruptions, and that pride which ac- 
cuſerh you, and allthoſe abomiinations that have 
beene a ſhame anddiſpgrace'to yous therefore now 
reſolve with your ſelves, and Gy, Lord, take away 
this finne, and ſubdue that corruption, and doe 
thou tulecand reigne' over my heart and life for 
ever:z let the power of thy truth carry mee, and 
turne mee from my wickedhtiefſe, and over-pow 
this proud will of mine;and whatſoever vanitie is'in 
my life, good Lord take it away, aid frame me af- 
ter tly' mind; Whenthis time comes, 'fay, Thar 
a poore Minifter did'wifh yougood, and that y 
had a faire offer. If yon will be at Gods difpoting, 
in-minde, in heart, and life, 'theLord will _—_ 
a»place for'you in heaven, ' and ranke you thete 
amongſt his'bleſſed Sainrs and Afigels Tor ever- 
MOTEs 

 Ifanothermans ſervant ems demand of you 
meate,drinke, and-wages, you will ſay, You have 
actbeerie at mny command, therefore goe to the 
Maſter that you have ſerved, tet him pay youyour' 
wages : Soit willbe withyou, if yougoe to God 
for mercy,and comfort, in that day, the Lord will 
ſed you to your lufts, and new fafhions,&c. but 
ifany mane Gods ſervant, then every thing ſhall 
be Fired -for him, and though that day be trouble- 
ſome:tothe-proud and __ ſpirit, yet it _ 
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be a comfort to the godly, that they have ſubmit= 
ted themſelvesto Gods Word. For, then Chriſt 
ſhall fill their mindes with wiſedome, and their 
wills with holinefle, and their lives ſhall be: made 


| honourable and exceptablebefore him. Thinke of 


this,” and labour to bring your hearts to it, that 
Gods will may be your will; and if you;be hums 
bled, you ſhall,. and muſt be for ever comforted. 
Thus much of rhe triall of the truth of ourhumi- 
liation. þ.. | | | 
Now I come to the ſecond part of the uſe, : that 
is, to examine the meaſure of; our humiliation: for 
(as I conceive). allthedifticultie of amans courſe 
lyes here; and the cauſe why a man receives -not 
the aflurance of mercy from God that hee deſires, 
or that comfort. that hee might, iris all from hence 
(I ay)becauſe he isnot emprtie. Forifthe heart be 
ed, Chriſt comes immediatly into histem- 

ple, andthe lefſe wee bave of our ſelves, the more 
we ſhall have of Chriſt, This is marvellous uſe. 
full, and therefore you muſt know that though the 
heart be traly humbled, and laid low in it ſelfe in 
truth, agd the thing is done, yet there remaines a 
great deale of pride in the: heart., Take a mightie 
Caſtle, though it be battered downe, yet there re. 
maines many heapes of rubbiſh, and happily ſome 
of the pillars ſtard many. Winters after :. Soit is 
with this frame of Spirit, in anhigh imagination, 
in theſe-Towers of lofrineſſe. Though this Da« 
you of mans ſelfe be fallen. downe, yet: ſtill the 
ſtumpes remaine, and willdce many yeates;: And 
it will coſt much: horeorof heart, and muchirron<; 
| ES ble 
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ble-beforcxthis baughtineſſeof heart will be ever . 
way pull'd downe, and made blero the pins, 
will of-God.' Though this :>iſtemper be maryel- 


. Jous. ſecret, yer-a;man m2y'take @' meaſure and 


ſcantling of it; and hee may/knaw'how much of How wie 

this curſed rubbiſh remaines'inhis beart, by theſe the meaſure of | 

foure particularrules. .:..... 4. : OY 
Firſt, looke what meaſure there'is of carnall rea- The fic par- 

ſoning againſt the truth of God when it is made ficular Triall. . | 

knowne, what meaſiire there.is of it; eicher ſubtilly 

comming in upon the heart, or elſe that doth vio- 

lently tranſport” the Spirit againſt' the Spirit, ſo 

much: needethou haſt of Humiliation,and ſo much 

thou wanteſt of it. This: is a/cleare caſe. Every - 

Sainrof God: is willing to know the truchs that 

he ſhall doubt of, and.is content to yeeld himſelfe 

to.the truth that :ſball be revealed, and of which 

hee ſhall be [convinced x yet there remaines much 

carnall reaſoning apainſt thei trath,  As-the Apo- 

{He faith, . Let no man deceive your; intruding into | a 

thoſe things which hee hath wot ſcene, vainely puft up oY 

in bis fleſhly minde. Thegtound and root of this car- 

nall reaſoning, orthe meaſure of it may appeare 'in 


_ twocauſes. - | 


» Firſt, There is 2 kihd of perverſe darkenefſe in 
the heart, ſtill ſticking -in rhe minde and under. 
ttagding, -even- of | a gracious godly man. And 
from hence, namely, out of this miftaking of the- 


minde; follawes all that 'carnall ——_— :: that, 
n 


howſogver the Souleis ſatisfied, yet it will nor fir, 
downs, but-fkll it: Eicks: inthis; cqroalh reaſoning; 
and the ſinner cannot conceive the truth, nor 'ias; 

Fkt Y 2 thom 
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—thom.che compaſſe of it, by 1eaſon of his owne 


Objefes. 


Anſner, 


Toha: 349. 


| qt ayr ſuch anovicern 


weakenelſle; rherefore it is long beforehec will be 
perfwaded'that:it istruth,” and that heisboundto 
yeeld toit.: W henthe wiſedome oftbermthis fo 


| paineand evident; thatheecannor refiſtthe cleare. 


eſſe of ir, yet becauſehe cannot conceive of it, hee 
thinkes, that he is not bound to yeeld thereunto. 
But ſome will fay, ſhould a man 'yeeld co-rhat 
which be cannot conceive 5 {| HE 20, 
'Tothis-I anſiver.. VWhernthe minde is ſo farre 
enlightened, that hee carmot gaine-ſay/anyrhingin 
reaſon, thoogh he cannot eompaſſe thedeprh; and 
botrome ofthe rrath; yet he ſhould yeeld roirj and 
rather goe with reaſons; than follow his'owne ime- 
ginat ion, whenthete is noreaſon for it.” Juſtſo it 
was with N:codemine, When Chriſt ſpake of the 
worke of regeneration, hee {aid, Cana min be borne 
apdine the ſecond” tinie ?' Well, Chriſt -6pens' the 


myſtery of regeneration, andthe ſecreſie-of it the © 
ſecond rime, and when WNecodemws. could not 


comprehend: what: Chriſt þad' ſpoken, yet hee 


would hold his owne, and:ſaid} how can this be, I. 


cannot'conceive it? becaufe heecould not come 
prehend it ; therefore he throwes all away. Marke 
boy Chriftbirs him-in the righe veine, and-firikes 
bir tothe bottome, andfee how hee rames him-- 
Art thiwa M aſter i | 


wothe of yegeatration,dowhe 
with that proud heattof thine, Lay -downe all thy! 
carnall reaſoning, 


- . Che 5 th . £ 
to-thee, ela [v8 | 31:3 I'fFLY 3; iS 'Q, +. 
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« Y This 


Park apt. Doblor in Lit apt 


ib a foole, and" fothow | 
mayſt underſtand thistruth/ that is communicated” 
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_ ++ This is-ordivary amongſt us, for a mas ro'fay, 
| I cannotbeleeve: it, 4 fee tinot, and: I thinke noe 
{oz and yer-they have: no: reaſon-atall:ro carry 
thew, but becauſe they. cannot; comprehend it! by 
that light which | they have, therefore they':will 
not yee ld to.any:reafon, bedauſe:they cannon fee it 
by tbeir.owne light; they! will nor uſe Gods ſpe- 
Qtacles. ( asLmay-fo fay ) looke how much ofthis: 
camnallxeaſoning thou haſt,, ſo much: pride thou 
baſt,andthis:is very-much, ſpecially in the moſt 
ignoranteſt Soules,) 1) on! 

3 Secondly; becauſe of the weakeneffe; and) fee-- 


- _—_— CS. 


ſeoopesto thoſe conceits, 


ro; fothat they/takapff the power ofthe truth; "As. 
iis with) a; Ferrywan;, heeapplies the Oare, and 
' lookes.home-wardtothe Shore where: hee would: 
be, yet therd comes. aguſb of winde that carries 
hinbacke ine'whether hewillor no. So many 
2 poare:/hu creature, that: is truely: D_ | 
upon, and hath 2rrve/ title to Chriftz\he applies 
his Oare, and would have afſurance ofimercy from 
Chriſt, yer: the ovet-whelming/'ob:carnall reafo- 
nings, and-curſed fuggeſiions:{thayare cither caſt 
x | þ (+ 


in: 


The Soules Humiliation. 


inor {tured up in his heart) thro-ves biax backe 
againe, and rakes off the | power of thetrurh;inſo- 
much that be can ſee nothing, 'nor-yeeld to any 
thing for the good and comfort of his Soule. 1 
take this to be the 'ground of-all the'trouble thac 
befals a broken hearr, Let any man-under heaven 
give me the reaſon of this; why any Soule that 
15 truely burthened for ſianes | as finnes; and hath 
found God marvellous gracious'to him this way, 


- why (I fay) after all -his.1cavils are/[removed, 


and all his o5je&ions are fally anſwered, and all 
controverſies are ended, and' this often'done;; yet 
a poore broken hearted creature, will till recoyle: 
to.his ' former carnall reaſotings' againe'z 'the rea- 
ſonis, becauſeall the anſivers that were-givey are 
now forgatten, and all his cavils,, and carnall con- 
ceits will be as freſh in his minde aseverthey were, 
partly from the haunt rhey:have'hadinhis.ovinde;,: 
andparily fromthat ſelfe-wylic waywardnefie of. 
the heart, that is content to goerhar way, 1» '*_ 
| They that havebeene long over-whelmed: with. 
theſe curſed-carnall icavellings, they:wall rather las: 
bour to/'oppole a dire&tion, thewto/hold it; and to; 
walke in the comfort of it, onely 'becauſe of the 
weakeneſle of their underBandings, andrheir :car-' 
nall reaſonings are ſo violentagain{itthem; 'Vpon 
this hinge it 1s; that (as I take it)all rhe objeQions 
of a company of ponre brokenhearced ſinners doe 
hangeand by this meages they keep out that com- 
fort which they might have, aad: in the ſtrength 
whereofthey might walke alltheir dayes./I might 
propound manyanſtances, as thaszcome'to a con+ 
£7 trite 
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trite Soule, and fay tohim, why-walkeſt thou ſo 
uncomfortaÞly,ſceing thou haſt now a titleto mer- 
cy and ſalvation in Chriſt 2, ſeewhat he replies, I a 
title ro mercy? nay, lam unely-unworthy of that 
title, .it i912 great giſt and few, bave it, and I have 
beene NT nt and an-enemy'to God and his 
ploty 3 what, I a title, to merey {wee reply apaine ; 
: od.gives grace to the unworthy; be juſtifies the 
ungodly, and not, the godly, and 4f bee will give 


you mercy too, what then ?; hee... replies againe, 


bat mercy to.mee 2 Nay,;it-is prepared for thoſe 
that are fitted for it;had 1 fucha; mtaſure of -/humi- 
liation, and fo. much graceryi6h were:ſoand fo fit- 
ted ; and if my beart were thus diſpoſed, then I 
might have ſome hope to receive it: wee reply a- 
gaine, But have not you... beene weary: of your 
corruptions, are you ,not..content that God 
ſhould doe that for you, which you-cannor doe for 
your ſelves, this is the quallification' which God 
accepts, and requires, and; by. which hee fits the 
Soule- for.mercy z unleſle, you. have thar other of 
your own concetts you will have none, ard'{ayon 
deprive your ſelves of mercyz you have a childs 
part, and a good portiontoo, if your proud hearts 
would ſuffer youto ſee it.. Then the Squlesfairh, 
1 would have the Lerd:ſay to my+Soule be: of 
go00d comfort,. I am thy falvationy if the Lord 
would witneſle this ro mee by his Spirit, then I 
could beleeve it: content.then, onelyJerus agree 
upon the manner how it muſt be done, and how 
God ſhall-ſpeake it. Willyon then yeeld it > Yes, 
thenknow this, what the VVarid ſaitb;. the __ 
| , ſaith, 


—_— 
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— ih, forthe handandthe ford, the Word and 
- the Spiritgoe both topether; Fot as-the'text faith, 
Ay word and my ''Spiris are ve; Theit take” the . 
Word andlay thy; heart kevelleo ir; andſeeit; The 
Word 1aith,. £02 ve that fit wenny fall be re 
friſbat, 'Haſt northou' beene wetry, abt haft rior 
thou.ſeenefin worſt thanhell it -{elfe ? *'The Text, 
the Word,/the Liord,) hd his SþaH airh, Thou 
2 ſhouldeſt come tand his Spirit. th,thon ſhale 
refreſhed. Qbr faith thefſinner, I'cathvr fnde this 
aſſutance, and this witdtſſe of Gods Spirit, T cat- 
not ſect, andIcarmordeleeve'tr* Thidf het ledves 
the judgemettofthe'Wordand Spirit,and cleayes 
tothe judgement of his finding, and'feeling : *and 
thus he/judgeth'Gods favourin regard of his owne = 
maginations.and not accotding to the witneſſe of 
the Word and Spirit2the Spitip ich,” Thou art 
fitted 'for mercy, biit E et gnoranc 'blind 
minde'conceives it not, hence itis, that thou ſliur- 
teſt the dooreagainſt the mercy of God revealed, 
and: that would be ſetled'upon thy Soule for thy 
_ everlaſting ,conifort,' Thinke of © this, and fay, 
Whetheris'it fit tharmy wit ſhould determine my 
eſtate, or the Word of God > Will you determine 
the cauſe; andiperke into the place o&f judgement, 
and ſay,I feele{t'het;and I feare ir nbr?fs not all this 
carnal! TeaſonF 'Here they runhe amaine, even 
a- breaſt againſt/their owne comforr, and will-not 
receive the Word that might convey what com- 
fort is ncedfall for them, T charge every poore 
Soule to make conſcience of refifting the word of 

God ,as.you defire to makeeonſcience of lying and 


22 ſtealing: 
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+ this is a ſinhe 'nor fo great 'as 
«| Make conſciencee av cavel- 
valf downe thoſe protd bearts, lay downe 


Neal: 
theot 


7 Gr cartiall reaforiings, andlet the Word of 


God rale youandthes' combine will condhnthine, 
br for a'truth ;' 'Thart, when the heart is 

ly humbled and for mercy, and rightly 
'of the way falvation, 
the cauſe the heart canhot receive Comfort, it 
is meere x of « mans Loxpd "one: way.or other, 
feGodwill 


becanls be h wx ole 
ſon faith, atid not tothe pl voang 
God, I fay; make" If cience of it.and rhen coin- 
fort will comea'maine into y your Soles, Fac 
nb rk ocke ork dim cr oor 
_—_— ! 
hogs 


pride of ——_— 
FOLIAR hereghere is herethere is much p p, 
if: i eting ten As little Len 
This iv'nothing hen che Soule obrofthe 
feare of evill tharir ccker! feeles or exj e98;ipe the 
ta i} pon i RI, add rher it lookes 


from it , its pointy elfet finki 
ofthe Soule Sri it ſelfe. s the' Author tb ting 


milia- The ſecond 
triall of the 


j "V@&N- 


Hebrewes faith, Conſider him that endured fiich neb 1x3. ; 


conradiaon'of ſitters againſt himſelfe, leaſt 
grow weary,and faint in your owne mindes 3, 
word in the Otipinial! is, 35 if their finewes were 
ſhrunke;" THis an urdobted argttnent 26d evi- 
dence of (owiuch pride asthis dh appeire. Wis 
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a mp (rh is gs driven.toa. deſperate fhand, ard comes ro 
fay adeſpondenaie, 4 to.la biroſelfe roo. low, 
and is, not ahle to beare the blow that God layes 
Upon him; f or,' were the Sev'e as will co take 
the wantef good. if if God denie it, as to take, good 
when God gives it,it would not be ſo diſchuraged. 
The heart is content to have good, bur if God take 
away. this, he is-not content to be at- Gods 
difolngther ein, bu if this ge woe away,; hee 
isd ide. The 
heart deſires OE Ich, of yrxack honors 
inthe world happily £ Egon Eo a99y Checyres 


fleh 
Sap ey Don's Perf Bond in Ge 


elfe : Somuch as thay kgit ofthis, ſomuchpride 
thou. baſt, VVky art thou not content that God 
away, any thing 2,thetruch is, thou wopideſ} 
- beatrthine owne <4 ma and that- which --_ 
non thou at not able to! Pram, Now be 
152 wee mult take periall no. 
tice of, 'know therefore that this di oe 
mpims nabeſe ſeveral! paſſages, and pride vents 
Firſt, © The ba from comming 
520840 om to the 
._ Word whenbes ycalledi to. Though the Werd 
of God be never. ſo: plaine, and-his calling toix 
never ſo cleare, yet he is loath to come at Gods 
call, and when he is come hee js.quickly my 
and ſaith, what doe I heere;>. Aske that, be. 
cauſe he thipkes,he ſhall nor finde the. ſiicceſſerhae 
tedeſires, therefore he is loath to come to. «hi 
is horrible Pn Thus itwas with Javch ; he way 


ne 
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ſent to Nmeveb, and becauie hee p ie: God 


would (hew mercy to then, and Doh, De ac- 

counted a falſe 3, th rx hee would not 

| ſ, WOE: ka 
: IC M 


hi'ar the roote "Av the Projyher Davad” 
wy be Aritay Rh wiblyh wee, ns 
arFihos'f diſputed” \ "pee 2A 

awakens from d'ſwound, hewonders /ar 

fo did thi” Holy' than, Thus retire 
= *cO)! 01 


RR c& (as itwere) trips up "is'© 
focver-a tnan'is Re to doe duy 
Kors thay hoſe not 


able to put forth that which he for feare he 
ould tor doe har which be wou Og 


Nee br eres te ke Rde's 
,. af ey revoiacg 20 Ai 
= rn 


| , Heeh 
Ls fibre mats hate burties' & 
than his : bur after his owiieForke, all;his,cate i 
what will become ofthe dulinefle, and how his 12- 


Sdnfirar;on of his pat 
and if the acecpratjon'oF hes abfirer hot his de- 
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FP Ai erent Soule finks downe, and hee is even 
weary of himſclfe, his worke and all, If no man 
commend hi Far Fa is not approved, 

ines of WE Ae eyapdcber 


ra. pan oy Elke boy 
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_—_—_— tion, is this | Tron meat mag: 
Humiliation, 20d 10 _— Cum By 
| chou baft in thy hear | 
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rentedneſſe lers our. it 
, tha iSa world ofpn 


Firſt, the Soule nigga ti the diſpenſacicy 
of God, and narle ar the. prov a 24 gr 4 
mightic, as if God had ſong hn Bal. 
yn ads with the Almightic, if ow 


anſwer 
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anſwer not his will, and his hearts deſire When 


the Lord had prevailed with the peoples hears, 
and they had humbled themſelves, and. the-Lord 


had turned from his wrath'; ſee how-this'mih = 


—— 


falls out with God ! Oh; ith | hee, ob [OO 


much when I was in my owne countrey, thar 

Ne fe favethis peop peol,and I ſhone cou: 
prophet, my yes in-the 

duft.: You _— God'is 'betolden | yes for 

and you ſay, how is it 


that after all our com: 
have 

ore} lathe ncnat(s Atty «pode 

eure is refreſhed, and have nor the parts 


that: wee .have, DIES 
bavedone, thou taft ſhewed mercy 'to them, and 
therefore Ren: Tags This 4s -hottible 
pride. - WH DOR 73912001 211; 21 9.01 910 

Seo hows proud Souls juſtles God om of the 
place of his providence; and brings the Almi 
to his barre, /:and to his: nub Dyk era 
begins to-reaſon i! oral once we 
outwardly, add faith; had:rhe Lord givenitnee 


grace, and firteda er jos [oouldhwedone 
tauch for God, 

] catld-have adifirodm eh Mlers hos 
this as the Engliſhofiro Asif 


Lord beene ry wiſe (to deviſea ER ro: Wm 
his glory 9 as I:am, then great matters _—_ 
ae Mrs wiſdom, dell, 
bove qa 2 
Oh this'is'devillifh pride?! 


3 Seconllly; Ir gn: all merci recelivd; and 
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_ 


all chat God beſtowes from day to day | becauſe 
beecannot have what he wonld, therefore bee cares 
not for it, and he- regards not what hee hath. As 


Heſter 5. 13+ Hama ſaid, 41 this bonour and theſe riches availe me 


Jopab.4-9, 


lohy 6.9 


aotbing, ſo long as I ſee the  Tew. Mordecat ſiting in 
—_ Thus ane thing denied Nim, Lore im 


gnottoregard whatſoever hee bad ;, and'itwas not 


onely fo with Hewer, but 'cvcn with good: Jonah , 
When God had poipdred agourd, becauſe he rroke 
it away againe ſuddenly.:: nab rooke on emcee 
dingly, and forgerring all-Gods metcies in; the 
depth he quartels with heaven; and when the Lord 
ſaid, Doft thou well 10 be 'gngry tyes {faith bee) even 
10 4þedeath, thus he conimends himſelfe. Therea- 


© ſons, the ſoule is like afullen childgwho, becauſe 


bis;coate is natgarded as he would have It, there- 
fore hce is diſcontented and will have none at alt; 


_ Fherefore the'Soule faith; as theydid of the two 


ons _ here: ed >baly _—_ and two 
Fd ;wpat are thele amabgitio many people: 
O:the Se abc the hath nothing,andbe ean 
doc nothing;and God frowties upon him, 8cc.bur, 
hath not Godgiven you's care and conſcience to 
reforme yourliyes and hath riot he done this 'and 
rn law ee yer 121m werent 
might hayehadanathat I would bave:5 oh, downe 
with that proud hegrtz ©): oo ns Lee 
Thirdly, The diſcortenred Soulewwilh quiz 
with his owne condition wharſoevtt' it is, 
hee bad a.conditionof waxe astbe'Proverbe'is, he 
1s never pleaſed nor quieted; but hee hath ſtrany 
-lmaginations in his minde, and &rarge liftings-vp 
| of 
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of his owne conceits, and hee faith, 1 16G God had > 


ſet me1n (uch a place aniwerdole to» my gitts' and 
parts chen ſuch! a thing ' wight-have: berdeuiblies 
but God \hath--pur h1yn+(asit were). undera elod; 

2ndrtherefore hce hath no care ofhumſelte 23 God 
hath bad no care of. him: nayylet him have' that 
conditionwhich hee defires, and he fails ove with 


thacroo; Rebeceaicouldmer be comented without chil Gen. 15. 24, 


dren; and yet when ſbre bad conctived, ani che children 
begar rs ſtrive inber wombe, (he airh, if i be (0; why 
ouddiſconmeinted heart, 


Hee muſt have this, and hee wil have that, and-if 
there be any wenkentls, bee i mpvqarigne in his 


ſorrows 


Itisa fira pat | of 00d Toſi: Corhierrldstokusy. 


Lord had Grow the. eve yarn by-the 
men of 4, complaines, ſaying, U#1as; 
(ob Lord God) whetefore buſt Now! at ulb brextby thts 
people over Lordan, 'ro deleyer thte-1nce rhe thands''of the 
Amorites,' would. God: wee bud. beene tomtent to dwell 
on the other ſaid Lordan | A&'if bee had not 
Gods bleſlicig, 'and' had; fot feene 'Gods 
Gccouringof him before, and” os 
had nbt what he.would, beerakes 21l:intheworſt 
ſence. And as Moſes ſaid, wor cpm Sa re 
led him to goe before haroab, ſend by whom thow 
ſhould'ft ſend. ” ASif God muſtnoe di 
_— hee had northar eloquence which heedes 
Fourrh| av he lis wich his conditic 6 
hee Np low rex life, and will heed die 
in rs as Coney ea HUnen 


(_ 


im, 'Exod.4.1;; : 
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' i5.not; fitted, therefore hee will away from he 
world, no- man ſhall ſee him any more, neither 
will hee ſeeany man. Thus was wi 

mben bes fl Lord cake away my life, for T ewes bees 


69 hates acSoitemivnrih Daly axtwih 
Job 3.10.21, G—_ omen thinke of this, Ir may be your huſ- 
= bands willnat ſpeake toyou, as you would have 


them, and then you wiſh ,'Oh, that you had dyed 

in ſuckafickenefſe; &e.;. Downe wit <p/=1 ac 

bearts: The Lord: hath life COR- 

tinues it, that you may ſceke to God, and tyou 

will needs die in aſullen fit: it is mercy that you 
may live to ſecke:mercy 

Fifthly, on kts the Soule hath 

i thus: quarrelled 'with God, amd flighted all mer- 

cies, and. wm with his condition, and is 


grown weary ofhis lifeandali.thenthe Sonle comes 
toa deſperate. diſtraftion'in himſelic, andawon- 
ſeazath + the Soule of a dif- 


upfitto doe. | any 
pond Fam rhe, He is ho caſe when God 
27 hr opened); your: 6yes, [and the wrath of "God 
' firſibepatito-purſue;you ,- then you cophd have 
bene content to fall irito a river, and xo make ay 
yourſelves: Now, what-if: God 'will-/ have you 
- bexehis bard, and will not give you grace yer 5 ; 
why doe you quanreiLagainſt Gcd { Oh fit dow 
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and humble your ſelves with meekeneſſe and 
calmeneſſe, add wonder that you are not. inhell ; 
what if you had beene damned long age * Thus 
it was with Rachel, ſhee would notibe comforted 
becauſe her children were not; So it is with thy 
Soule, thou muſt haye what thou wilt, or elſe 
thou wilt not be comforted. Now, there are two 
objeQions againſt the former truth, which I muſt 
remove and anſwer before I goe any further, 

The diſcouraged finner begins to juſtifie him- I, Objef.v 
ſelfe in his courſe, inthe apprehenſion of his owne 
inſufficiencie and heſfaith, I ſee by daily experience 4 
that I amnot fir forthe place where God hath ſet 
mee, and it goes off marvellous heavily, the Lord 
takes away the hand of his providencein firenthe- 
ning me, and the hand of mercy in comforting 
mee : what would you have a man to doe 2 is it fit 
for a man to beare uphimſelfe, in a kinde of ſenſe- 
leſneſſe of the hand of the Almightie ? or is it not 
rather fit to ſee the hand of God in his diſpleaſure > 
and to ſit downe and licketheduſt, and to be ſo 
farre from venturing upon the worke, as tolt it 
alone > This is rhe pleaofa diſcouraged finner,and 
therefore hee thinkes heedoth well, to fit downe 
Rachel like, and not tobe comforted, but to let his 
Soule fall in ſorrow. 

I confeſſe, itis true. The hearttrucly humbled .4,j;,.y, 
ought to be, nay, it cannot be brought to ſee it | 
ſelf inevery kinde, ſo that itjudgeth it ſelfe un- _ 
worthy ofthe leaſt mercy, and worthy of the hea- 
vieſt judgements, it cannot be but contented in 
abaſementz but yet there is a great difference 
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betweene a heart truely humbled, and a difcou- 
raged heart. And the difference appeares in two 


things. 

The Soule thinkes it doth marvellous wellts 
be thus diſcouraged, and that there is no other Hur 
miliacion but this, Know therefore this double 
difference. MI 

The diffcren- Firſt, This Humiliation leayes the Soule more 
ees berween®  ©x1me and better able to undergoe a light blow 
bled, anda WhHcenit hath boine this. Whereas after diſcou- 
þ:arcdifcou- ragement the Soule is more full of trouble, and 
_ moreunable to beare _ trouble, becauſe it hath 
ſunke under this : If the Lord denies to the humble: 

Soule that which hee would have, it makes him 

more able-to bcare the want of any thing: but, 

the diſcouraged Soule flies off, and is lefleable to 

beate the hand of God in tte wamof any thing. 
Humiliation ſeaſons the veſſell, and makes it more 

wide, and more fit to hold liquor, but, diſcou- 

ragement cracks the vefſell, and makes that it will 

hold nothing at all. And Humiliation is like + 

te Tentures that ftretcheth the cloath, and makes 

it more ſmcothand plaine:humiliation ſtretcheth 

the Soule, and makes it 'morc humble and meeke : 

bur difcouragement tends the heart, and makes it 
moreunfit toundergoe that which is laid upen it. 

As Saint Prulto the Hebrewes ſaith, you have for- 

Rn, moon the exhortationwhich ſaith, 4y ſonne, de- 
: (p/ſe rot thor. the correftion of the Lord, nor faint 
when:hou art rebuked of him., The word: fair t, that. 

o is, diſc ouragement is ſpoken of by ovr Saviour, 
when hee was moved with compaſſion towards. 
the 
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the people becauſe they fainted, and wcre' as Mata.g.z6, 
ſheepe ſcattered abroad baving no Shepheard, Sb 
I ay, doenor ſufferthy ſelfe to be fo tarre ſcatte. 
red with theſe troubles, thar thy heart beunable 
to gather up himſelfe againe. Asiris with ſome 
ftubborne child, when his father comes to cor- 
re@ him, be ſnuffes, and falls into a ſwoune with 
griefe; whereas another child is cutet and takes 
the blow quietly, and goes away contentedly 
without any ' manner of fainting. So the heart 
truely humbled, is like the child that takes the 
blow quietly s but the diſcouraged 'Soule faints, 
mo, is.not able to bearethe hand of God inthis 
Secondly, the ſecond difference is this. As 74. @.,.4 
Humiliation ever leaves the Soule calme and qui- difference. 
et,after the hand of God had beeneupon it: ſoit 
makes-the Sonle more ready, and puts a kind of 
abilitie and cheerefulneſle in atrending upon God 
1n any: ſervice, without any hankering after | his 
owne. ends, and without this quarrelling, and this 
drawing backe from the;Lord. So, that becaufe 
. bee. hath borne the hand-of God, therefore it is 
much more ready that the Lord-ſhould diſpoſe of 
duties, avd the ſucceſle of them, :ſceing it hath 
found God going out with him hereroforez and 
he ſairh,thetruth is, ſometimes the Lord did de- 
ny methat mercy which I deſired, and bleſſed be 
God for it, for by this meanes I found my proud 
heart humbled and brought downe  :therefore. if 
God.will bave mee docany diy; I-will doe it, 
and:if heecafſt M4 raceupon me 1s it;'I 
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© amcontented. This is a heart truly humbled : bur, 


and affiſtance in his duties that he weuld have, hee 

is marvellous untoward, and' unwilling 'to come 
to the like ſervice any more. For feare hee want 
ſucceſſe, and ſhall not beable tobearerhe want of 
it. Humiliation (as it were ) levilstFe heart,. that 
the Lord Iefus may take place there'z but this dif. 
couragement deludes rbe heart and makes it more 
unfit for Chriſt, ob» Bapriff was ſentto prepare 
the way: for | Chriſt, that every _Valley might be 
fill'd, and every Mountaine and hill brovghr low. 
The high way wherein Chriſt went 4s the” heart, 
and theditchor valley, was the deſperate diſcort 
Luke 3.4 Taged heart ; aud this fainting of heart unfirs the 
way for Chriſt, as well as the mountaines' and 
ms 4 As Humiliation levils the hearty-and makes 
it fit for Chriſt, ſo this diſcou *4dnlls 
. and unfits the Soule tobe quickned, and to pive 
way toa Saviour, andto entertaine' him. Huti- 
lation takes off the knottineſſe ofithe heart; arid 
makes it runne faſter inthe way > 4 Gods' Com: 
mandements, but diſcouragement —_ a backe 
byas upon the-Sodle; has bee t at, as a backe yas holds 

_ aboule,that a man cantiot\make it run right tothe 
OUrage we 5s like” backe 


the diſcouraged Soule nor receiving that ftren hb 


© 0” ——————— 


—— 


The Soules Humiliation, - 


but the humbled Soule faith, blefſed be God, 
th I- had not that firength, and that ſucceſſe 
that I deſired, yet if the Lord ſhall call mee tothe 
like duties, I will gocagaine though I cannot doe 
as I would. Sothen, know that there'is no-ground 
for diſcouragement, thats a ſinne:be contented, yet' 
for ever humbled. 

If the next place,the diſcontented perſonthinkes 
his way reaſoriable, and it is warranrable for-him 
nowand then to be diſcontented;and therefore he 
ſaith; what weuld you have a manidoe >you know 
ir, and-I finde ir, that God hath denied mee many: 
abilitiesin thoſe duties, which hee calls for at my 
hands z others —_— and power;atid abilities ; 
but Iam weake and feeble, and can atiy ran, nay, 
ſhould any'man be contented with thisz woe 
you havea man- content with his fiti'>'I cannot be- 
kevre it thus,becauſethey ſee ſuch deadnefle! and 
untowardnefle of heart, therefore they- conceive 
that they doe well to be diſcontended, and they 
caſt all the faultupon their ſinne. t 

. This is a deſperate hinderance toallgo6d da- 
ties, and therefore” anſwer itthus. Itis ttve, the 
Lord allowes it, and warrants it that thou ſhoul- 
deſt be diſpleaſed with thy-finne, not to be-undet 
the power-and rule of it; 'ahd the humble heart 48 
arthediſpoſe of God, andat the diſpoſe of 'ſinne, 
but yer bewiſe inthis caſe.It is one thing for atmarni 
to be diſcottented with his corruption, and it is 
another thing to be diſcontented with thaFcon- 
dition wherein he is. | 3-2-4 
+ Thou mayſt (and oughteſt to be.) diſcontented 
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with thy pride and corruption, and with thy un- 
beleefe,but,take heede that thou be not diſconten- 
ted with the weakeneſle of thy gifts and parts. This 
is damnable pride; and it.isan argumentthat thou 
art nor _content-tobe at Gods finding, and this is 
thy diſcaſe twenty-to One, | | 

Now, that,thou mayeſt know whether thy diſ- 
contentment is for thy corruption, or forthy c- 
ſateand the weakeneſle of thy parts; ſhew itthus + 
hee that isdiſcontented with bis ſin, will never fin 
inhisdiſcontentedneſle.. As we uſe to ſay of 'im- 
moderate ſorrow. If any man looſe a friend and 
begs to grieve and{otrow exceſſively, wee! uſe 
to ſay, take heed chat you mourne not. out of mea- 
ſure, Marke what heeteplics z may not a man for- 
row for his ſinne?- To this I anſwer. Art thou for- 
rowfull for ſinne, and wilt thou ſinne deepely in 
chy. ſorrow, and'zefiſt the good will of the Lord ? 
no, thou haſt loſt a frignd,:and meanes, and there- 
fore thou mourneſt, ' | 


This is carnall ſorrow, and in this theu never | 
- forroweſt for ſinne, he that is ſorrowfull for. his 


ſfinne,will not ſinne in his ſorrow, it is forthy cone 
dicion that thou art ſo ſorrowſull, and/diſconten- 
ted, Is itnot ſowiththy Soule 2 thatthy heart is 
toſſed upanddowne ina reſtleſſe diſquiet, and art 
thou not out of the command of thy ſelfez [and art 


| thou not hurried up and downe in a'confuſed lums 

ber in thy minde, becauſe thou art not" fit for du- 

ties?; if it be ſo with thee, then thou 'doſt finne 

deſperately in thy diſcontentment; + Ir 

| Tris arule inwarres If any Army beonce _ 
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rcd and diſperſed, it will-hardly come on 2gaine, ; 


becauſe it is put out of ranke and order. So that 
Soule is diſcontented with his eſtate, that ismade 
unfit for duties, and unweldy inthem ; thar dif- 
contentment which unfits 2 man to-bear Gods dif- 
poſing, it is not the worke of humiliation, but a- 
worke of pride, Bur it is ſo wirhthee, thy diſcon- 
tentment makes thee 'unable to beare Gods hand, 


and the want of any thing ; and makes thee more- 


unfit for duties 3 and it. is not finne, but for thy 
weakeneflein gifts,and forthy condition,and there- 
fore thou are. poſſeſſed with this pride of heart. 


The fourthand-laſtnoteand triallof the meaſure The fourtt; 
ow 2nd laſt note 


of our humiliation is this, If thou wilt know how 30072" nor 
much pride is in thy heart ; t=en confider how thy 4ourtumiti- 
Suule ſtands in regard of the word and truth of acion, 

God that croſſeth thy beloved lvſts, and thoſe 
corruption to which thy Soule hath cleaved in 

#the time of thy wretchedneſle; and in this there- 

are two paſlages.. 

Firſt, ſee how thy heart behaves it ſelfe, in re- 
gard of the ſtrict commands. of God.. 

Secondly, in regard- of the keeneſt reproofes, 
and the ſharpeſt admonitions that are ſuggeſted. _ _ 
iato thy heart.; Sce how thy heart is ableto beare : 
the reproofe of ati enemy, or the admonition of | 
2 faithfull- Miniſter of GoJ, when hee meets with 
thy darling luſt. When thy heart comes under- 
theſe, commands, and theſes reproofcs, if thou 
find chy heart ſwelling, and bubbling. againſt the 
tcuth, and thy. heart begins to be angry with the "WM 
Word, and Miniſter, and 81l ; thenknow. this, that. "TE! 

| : certainly. 
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2 Cron. 35. 
15,16, 


Ob jefzon. 
| - Anſwer. 


2 Chron. 16. 
9,10;11,12. 


_ certainely ſo much of this as there is in thy heart , 


ſomuch thy ſoule wants of Humiliation. Is not 
rhis pride that the Soule ſhould Ht up it ſelfe a- 
gainſt the Lord of heaven > and take the way of 
Gods Word? and when the frothy franticke heart 
ofamanwill beare downe the command of God ; 
and let the command of God fall to the ground, 
_— than let a corruption fall , is not this infinite 
ride ? | 
: Youmuſt take notice of this diſtemper in ſeve- 
rall paſſages. When the Prophet came to that 
wicked King Amaziah, and faid to him, why ha# 
thou ſought afier the Gods of the Heathen, which 
could not deliver” their'owne people out of thine hand ? 
then the King: Taid to him, Arr thow made of 
the Kings counſell ? forbeaxe, e's ſhouldeft thou be 
ſmitten £ Then the Prophet ſaid, 7 know that God 
hath determined to: deſtyoy thee, becauſe thou haſt 
done this, and haſt not hearkened to my counſell, A- 
maziah was naught, and God did deale with him 
accordingly : So, when Gods Word doth meete 
with mens hearts, and luſts, they are mad , and if it 
were not for ſhame, and feare, they would pulla 
man from the Pulpit. 
But ſome may fay, can the Saints of God be 
thus tranſported with this vile diſtemper > 
Yes, this colericke diſtemper of heart, ſome- 
times creepes in upon a good Soule, but the 
difference will appeare afterward. Aza wasa 
ſtrange man, though Divines hold him a good 
man: When Hanan; the Prophet dealt plainely 
with him, and ſaid, Thos haſt done fooliſhly in reſt- 
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ing apes the King of Aram, &c. See how the 
King entertaines this ; Hee was wrath with the Seer, 
and pot bim in priſon: Bue ſee what befell che 
King, 'He never ſaw good day afterward + hee fell 
into many finnes'; ſo rhe Lord leaves a man to his 


diſtaſs in his feve + A ſirange thing that 
ſhould leavea good maninthis miſery ; thus bee 
dyed, and all this was for oppoſingthe Word 

of God. This is the nature of a peeviſh collericke 

ſpirit. The. tumble” ſpirit doth not quarrell with 

the Word of God, bat 'receiues'it with meektneſſe, rin, t,ur, 
#nd with quiet (tHI-ſpirit, If any finne bee revea- 

led, and if any dutiebe commanded, hee beates 

the Wotd without — unlefle it be now 
and-then, for fleſh will have his- bouts; Looke 

thottle therefore into yout owne hearts, and fami- 

lies : how cati you beare the checks and reproofes 

'of a Maſter-or Miftris, when they fay, you are 

idle; : And fo, you wives, when you wamueds 
reproveyou; i not 'all6n ina "tis _— of 


- 


-this is infenite and intolerablepride.” You may” 


good fervantsand gpod women; but it is ſtrange if 
your beta. le 0 
- Be . you at fay, tow ſhall a man fee a ciffe- Objefion, 


mall theſe> 2 Saf ta, | 
vothe Sainrs of God, and the ſinners, the 4»/nary 
ulf and thefiithleſſe ; all have this in their. as 


mandietanditwaſire, bur-this coruption is -poy- 


ofa good man; Irstrue, the'Saines 
of God ate ſometimes diſcontenced "ard diſcou- 
raged; but "when they ſoc in, hey ate conteac 
4+ of J t | 
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© * that the Word ſhould worke upon them againſt 


i, and chey complaine of rheſe wretched hearts, 


and when they find. this diſcomtentedneſle, they 
quarrell with themſelves for it ; and agood man 
wou!ld even pull out-that heart -which quarrels a- 


-Eainſt the Word of God, and hee ſaith, is notthis 
the Word of God by which we muſt be faved > 
and is nct this the -power of Chriſt 2 and ſhall I 


be angry with it > God forhid : But, theſe diſtem- 
rsare naturall ina carnall man, and though hee 
be reproved for a tooliſh faſhions yet hee will 


hold his corruptions till, hee puls, and the Mi- 


niſter puls; che Miniſter: would pull. downe his 


proud heart, ahd-take away his corruptionsz but 


will have his pride, and fooliſh faſhions, and 


his corruptions ſtill + rhenkeepe them, and periſh 
.with them, and know that. thou -art a wretebed 


man: the humble heart-contends with his. cor- 
ruptions and ſinnefull diſtempers, - and hee is not 


-quiet therewith. As it-is witha Treaſon; Ifirt be 
revealed tO a Traytor, | anda- good Subje&: the 
. Traitor ;keepes. it ſecret, but the true Subje& re- 
.veales-it, aud complaines ofthe Traytor, and the 
| Treaſon ;and calls for juſtice againſt them: ſo 


-_ +1c, [Mis vitha gracious/good heart. Hee ſreth- theſe 


- Rion,z good Lord, reveale it yet more temee, and 
| take: 


curſed diſtempers, and ſometimes: findes; bublipgs 
of heart againſt the VVord. of 'God;; and this 
ſhakes his Free-hold ; .yet whena good heart ſee- 
eth the Treaſon, hee:doth got joyne with it, but 


- hee complaines tq-the Lord of it, and-faith, Oh 


Treafon Lord ; this vile heart 'will be my-deftru- 
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takeaway all theſe corruptions; rake thou the poſ- 
&eſffion of me,tharl may ſervethee here,and bewith 


'Examination. '- | 


. -chee forever hereafter. Thus much for the uſe of 


- Is'it fo, that the heart eruely humbled, and pre- Vſe 3% 


pared for mercy is content to be at Gods difpo- 
ling, as you have heard? then what ſhall we ſay 
'of choſe that lift up themſelves againſt the 'Al- 
mightie : this diſcovers the fearcfull condition of 
every ſuch Soule. lt is certaine the haughtie Soule 
is furtheſt of all from Salvation 3. how prove you 
chat £ he _ _—_ off from Humiliation,- he 
is:fartheſt off from che. beginning of grace her 
and from' perfeQion afterward : the wt. of oe 
is meerely-here, for, except you become as little 
children, that 1s, -except/ you: be: humbled, you 
-cannor-enter into the Kingdome- of - Heavety; a 
proud+ heart' is. farre from grace now, and 'from 
happineſle in the end.of his dayes. For the diſco- 


yery of this-mavs miſery, | let mee lay 6pen-foure 
[Particulars ::and Lwould bave my ſelfe'a1 to 
-confider them,tharour proud hearts \may be pal; 


downe; $3 f S190 7 


Firſi, Pride is profeſſecly againſt God, and isthe Fouredegren | 
acoflediletiy comes the whole being of God, ,.w miſery... 


and:that.in the whole man. © 
Indeede all finnes are no 


of thwarting of ſome Attribute or 'other in God : 
As,”:falfhood crofieth rhe ' "Truth of God, im- 
patience crofſeth the patience of God z and in- 
\nice;crofſerhrhe Tuſtice of God : So that, theſe - 


Bb 2 _  finnes 
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finnes goe againſt the Almightie in their meaſure, 
fome againſt one Attribute, ſome againſt another : 
but 8 proud heart ſmites at the whole-Eſſence 


and Beingof God : Nay, hce doth as mych: as in 


him lyeth, labour to take God out of the: world, 
and he would be God himfſelfe, and have noGod 
but bimſelfe : The Lord doth principally Attri- 


bute two things to himſclfe, which can be in- 


none but bimſelfe. God is the firſt of all cauſes, 
and the laſt End of all. All things were created 
by him for himſclfe z hee mage all by bis Will, 


_ and Wiſedome ; and by his Wiſedome, and Pro- 


vidence, he governes all for himſelfe. Before any 
thing was, God was, and all muſt returge tribute 


be like God in mercy and in Juſtice, 
not ſo perfefuly, yet ſincerely ; and a man may: 


of praiſe and thankſgiving to Gad. A man - 


like God inother of his glorious Attributes, bur 


God onely is firſt and laft. If it be a creature, 
then it. was, made: but here is the venome of a 
oe ee 
all by bis owne , and heewi his 
owne ie Mn althar Be doth. Asthegrear K q 


' Nebudhadnezzer ſaith; It tor this grear' Babel that 


T bave buch, by the wight of ny 7{T built ie 
there is the (5 pt ge Maj is 
there was the laſt. Sb, it #northe widdowniand 
pleaſure of God that uſt Nand 5 bur bis own 

roud heart :it muſt:rioph& what God commands, 


ut what hee would have, alliofs proad man.is a- 
gainſtthe Almighty. - ; on 2050914 


The Saints- of God have wodred that the 
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Lord is able tobeare-2 proud man.that t Ge Onr- 
braves Godin regard of his ſpeciall prerogatives; | 
it is a wonderthat God ſends not ine Ne ] in 
from heavenand even nam Ce prmyors wr Do 
ſend:\them-downe packmg; hell ſadden) 
_—_ we be' the ſinne of the' devilis ng furs 
ar eternall darkeneſſe, untill the judge- 
— great day, nay, I take this pride of a _ 
mans Spirit, of his -minde, bis» reaſon, his will 
and: affe&tions; 'tp be another o!d man of finne. 
Driumkennefſe is-a limbe-of this old man, and {© 7 
is adujtery and other fins, but pride is (as itwere ) E 
the vid man it felfe; ©) 
This is thybrooder,: the Spdivne, and thew 
mother from whence the {inne againſt: the F 
Ghoſt growes, and chere wants: nvhng bus the 


- Ulumination of the truth to gome'in'tpon the - 


heart :' when» a mans 'underſtainding; is. ealightned 
aod this H{lumination comes uponthe hi and _e 
is violetitly carried a gainſt the ruth wich indi 

tion, chis 1s the fin inſt the holy Ghoſt, 

: Secondly; as:Pride ivoppotite tro Godhindelfe, 2. 
foiris oppolite tothe covenant. of grace, belceve Price oppoſeth 
aideys fortherrurh bs; tharwhichwee | call infi- hp 
ioms of | ir; are pfidez:as the 


Apo fac, —_— bodſftims rn Storing mes Rom, 3.7 7. 


whas Zaw F by the Liv mon 2: hog! bat by the 
cn of faith? vabreks belocving, then away with: 


_ camall reaſoningand wirhipride. ' 


Therefore 1 fay rr wpoarar Se upon £x- | 
elude al booſting, Ag rs or 
_— the covenant of faith. Faith is:2ichalef by -by- | | 

Bb 3 this. 6 | 
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Eſay 26:12. 


this prideofa:mans'fpirit ;and:by theiwelling-of 


.,-. ;heart: and rhe holy Prophet Havatkib faith,” The 
Sowle that is lifted up in himſelfe, 'is not upright within 


biz, hee that: (wells and, bubbles up anrhbis heart, 


and pufſes up. hinafdlfo agjitſt che VVord of God: 


he hath no upright) ſpirit within him; but theguſt 
man ſhall live by his faith above :ally ſee: thar 
place in, Eſay, Harken to mee all. you ſtout bearced 


; ones of 8 the world evbich, are. farre Ry rightedufmeſſe, 


Let mee fſpeake toall you tidur-hearted: nien nd 
women that are here; this day ; you that:fivelt/a- 
inſt the truth of Chriſt, and will not come-ur© 
= the power of Gods Ordinances, you. are: 
fromrighteouſeſſe, The further you are g 
this Gache further you are from herighteSaſheſſ 
of God. A ſtout huarted man is a thouland. miles 


from righteouſneſle, : 5:4; 10 RApKAmu 
Drunkards and adulrerers are farre coongh om | 
it, but a proud man is (asit were ) twenty 


thouſand mile! from i it; he is farts fromthe Coe: 
nant of fath, ' 2t 2117 {0145 
Faith goes ut for all-qhatit hath to-ahother, i 
reacheth up to heaven for-allz it: wants 
and nouriſhment, and therefore it to 
forall zand pride onely reſts upon. ſelfe:far 
faith gives. the glor of all\thatiithath caa 
but pride takes. all the glory to its ſelfe. - 
goes to another for ſtrength-in what teedorhyb 
pride reſts upon it ſelfe for' firength« :Sof = 
though. 811 fines hinderthe worke of Faith, yer, 
pride hinders. it mate than any-thing, You-thde 


thinke! it a brave manertobeproud; and you = ; 
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net buckle to the-Miniſter, and you muſt doe what "OY 
you lift; you are ſtour-hearted menz} but you are 
 farte from:beleeving men. The more faith,the lefle 
pridezand the-more /pride;the lefle faith. , 
Thirdly, As pride oppoſerh God himſelfe and 3. 
as it _—_ the.covenant of grace, fo it fol- A proud ſoule 
lowes the two former, that the proud Soule i*'**re from 
upon, theſe conditions: (that;it is-in. ) ſhall never 
receive| 3hy. grace from the Lord. S$et'your hearts © 
at reſt for that. -You may {well, and lift uv your 
ſelves, but.3f- ever —_ — 
and mercy :upon : -Kermes;; 1will be 
bond-matifor wer," For, hethar rao For F vx 
trary-to«the-grace- of ' God, that gives 'all , and 
hee. that'is contrary: to #he covenant of grace by - 
ichallis copveyed ; let him ſet. his heart at reſb; 

ver teceiving any: mercy, The Lord. hiddſelfe 
_ inidtablero<hdurethefightof -a baughtie ſpirit ; 

heecdnaot Jooke upon him, much: leſſe will he live : 
with him! Hee belickdnthe choudenna farce Off, Prat.r 38.6 * 
bee drives?a iproud;-ndan; fare from: heaven; The | 
Lord dealesbya prqid-mari, 244 man doth that is 
carried:with indignationagainſt bis epemie,he will 
nat 'Jopke upon himi; $0415 with the Lord, hee: 
wiltlnotbemichia the ken of a;/proud-jtnan; and if 

rhe;-Livd dorceOmeneert a, proud mas; wo to bim: 
that hee doth ſou: The Lord seſiſts-the proud. Hee 
whets all: the ſharpeſt @rrowes of. his vengeance; 
andſhoots them allogainſta proud wan, Youbro- 
ken hearts-ean{ider this. The: Lord gives grace to 
the humble; - but the -proud. man muſt be content: 


with his portion, beſhall bereſiſted, not recited ; 
| e 


I / 
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_ ſed; Chriſt came'not too lithe x 


Eſa.61.1,2,3. 


*. 


; would havethe 


hee ſhald boreſiſted, norronveretd ; ;nor ſaved, ror 
fanRified, Hee may bidfarewell co altgrace, thee 


incndsnogrod ht thoſe termes :andas' God. 


intends nogoed to mai comes not 
wichitithe ſcc n6r-of that redetnpti- 
on which Ieſas Chrif harh wrought and purcha- 
ous; thar is, 
them that looke {oftifyid regard ofivrhatriiey doe; 
Youſtour hearted pebpla chinke-of it.) [/The/Lord 
Chriſt came not to call you, 'The devill 
you may goeto him 2 /bur Chriſteame: ro calland 
ſave the poorc/ broker heared ſinners; Ac is ſaid 
of Chrilt; m—_ hed! wat "rhoinvd of oh. Lopdy"to 
preach ' the glad riding? df the nobel 19 whom 2 
to ihe an 47 You-metkened Soules [all heard 


ift cbiiſd ſeparate = _ = bad, 1 
' good newegthar lene foreh _ ifs 

hearts will come tn-and'yertd; th roi 
too; You that tremble Gods: ond, 'and-are 
willing to doe what God ſhallcommand (if there 
be any ſuch here this day;22 IJoubr-nor-but there 


are many; theti know, © that''the-Sonne'of man , 


came to ſteke and ſive you it is good ridings. 

| Nay, in'the Lord Iefits Chriſt are all the Trex: 
fures''of wiſdome,' amid knowledge, aid our of 
this fuldeſſ of holineſſe, and ha hefils all 


your necke heatts;' and he will give alt grace' a&« 


cording to. your necellifies: hete 53 Hewes of fat 
vation, . 


” © » 
"1 


- £ 


- 


/ 
3b "ny SC oi ECD PORE: as eds. a a4 alli amt a ho FEST 


a <4 aac ca _ a. co aaa ew i 


"00 TP TY &” Rl Bk i oe & of ' 8 8 9 Mis (po XY } z 


mm T5 8 ty WW mu _rr 
by 


- 


a 


Y The Soules Newwm:ation. 


vation, life, and comfort from | heaven. But to 
whom is.it >» Chriit cameto ſecke and fave them 
that are loſt : chat is, chem that are loſt in their 
owne epprebeaſion ; bur the praud man was never 
loſt in himſelfe. A loſt man in the Wildernefle is 
content to be guided into hisright way : bur the 
proud man faith,hee willbe filthy and faſhionable 
till, chergfore heewas never loſt, and Chriſt never 
came to {eeke nor ſave him. | 
Allthe meanes of grace that God gives, will Allmeanes 
' Never benefit a proud man. So that now, it is as 4c proud | 
poſſible, nay, morepoſlible for heaven and earch "095 
to meet together, than-for a proud man to come 
to heaven, except God give hima heart to ſtoope. 
No mancaareceive benefit by the Word, except 
he be under the power of itz ifthe waxe benot un- 
der the Scale, how can itreceive any impreſſion 2 | 
As the 'Apoſlie faith, They were delivered inro the Rom6,17. 
farme. of. that adgRrine propounded. The forme of 
the Goſpel tooke place in their hearts. There is 
n9 Soule can/get any. benefit by the Goſpel, but 
hee ,muſt rective what it reveales, and what it 
commands, hee muſt doez and what it forbids, hee 
muſk labour ro avoyd ; bur a proud heart is above 
all meanes, and therefore the Word will not,nay, it 
cannot worke ſavingly on him. As thoſc wicked 
ones ſaid,Our tongues are oar owne we ought to ſpeakt, pa. c2.4, 
who is Lord over £ Whar reproofe ſhall awe me, 
ſaitha proud heart, I will be led by my owne lufts> 
Your, owne reaſon leades you, and your owne 
wills rules you ; your owne minds, and your lufts; 
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8 You ſtour-bearted ones that arc reſolved nor to 
yeeld, nor tocome under the grace of God: you 
will not have your affeQions framed, nor made 
more teachable ; then, ſeeing you will not be 
ravghr, be for ever deluded ggoe your way, and be 
for ever hardacd , and for ever caſt off from the pre- 


ſence of God, and goe downero the bottomleſle = 


pit ;. you will have yourowne wills, thereforegoe 
ro your owne paces, for that is all you canhave: 
You that are the faithfull of God, and knowany 
tuch. mourne for them. 
Fourtchly, againe, the deftrution of a proud 
A yo m3" man is both certa re; exceeding heavie, and it is 
ding fearefull, lileto be marvellous'tearefull. There is ncthing 
to be expeRed and hoped for, buttotall wire, and 
that ſuddenly, and upconceiveably ro/ every proud 
ſpirit" that deares vp it felſe agair.t the bleſſed 
God of heaven; Let mee open it thus, A'proud 
man is marked out for Gods ITudgements, and is 
made (as it were ) the white againft whom all the 
arrowes of his vengeance are fully. 'benr. When 
Amaziahwould needs out-bid the Prophet in his 
> Chron-25. advice, and ' ſaid, forteare, why ſhouldeft thou be 
25,10. ſriten? I ill forbeare ( ſaiththe Prophet Y bur 
know what ſhall-befall thee, 1 know the Lord hath 
purroaſed 10 deft: 0y thee,' becauſe thou-wilt nor barken 
10 ».ycounſell. Yeu that are acquainted with your 
ſtcut. hearted husbands, and wives and' Friends, 
and krow tew ycur children bandy themſelves 
againſt the bleſſed truth of Chriſt; poe in ſecrer 
and bemoane their eſtate, 2nd pray forthem; that 
if it be pcflible, deſttution may be prevented: 
p ) ; gOC 
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goe in ſecret and ſay, it is my husband, or my 
wite, ot my child, that yeelds not to the dire. 
Ripn of the Word,and therefore howſoever wee 
may live a while together, yet I know God hath 
decreed to deſtroy him, and her. Thinke of this 
with your ſelves you that are proud, and fay, it I 
will notbeexhorted, then I ſhall be deſtroyed; I 
cannot avoyd it. Oh,me thinks if every proud ſpi- 
rit, would writethis upon the palmes of his hands, 
aud uponthereſter of his bed, chat hemight ſee ir 
whereſocver hee goes, how would his heart finke 
within him, When thou goeſt abroad, ſay, for 
ought I know I ſhall never returne home, God hath; 
decreed to deſtroy me. And when thou lyeſtdownse 
think thus, for ought I know I ſhall neverriſe more. - 
It is not the word of man, but ofthe Almightic, * 
When. the Lord would { as it were )' frame a 
path for deſtruQion,. hee ſends a proud heart, If 
oncethe Lad intend to deſtroy a People or Na- 
tion, hee gives them over tO pride of heart, The 
ſonnes of Eli did 'no: harken to the voyce of | their , $49@.2.x5, 
father, beranſe the Lord meant 10-deiyoy 'thim: hee 
we them over to pre1d' hearts. Nay, the proud 

oule is not-onely the ayme of Gods wrarfr, bur 
_ as the Lord determines deftrution for him ; (c, 
hee brings deſtruAion firſt upon him, ' Whenthe > 
Cirizens ſaid, Wee wilt nor bave this man to rule over 
5, thenthe King was wroth, and faid, bring þi- 
ther choſe mine enemies, and ſlay them Lefore mee, ic. 
There was no delay} nor no mitigation of the 
puniſhment to be granted; Oh thinke of this, all 
you proud ſpirits.. Indeede the Lord wi!] con- 
T7 Cc 2 found 


Luk, 29 4.27. 


tans” 


204 The Sqnles Humiliation. * 


found all the wicked inthe Day of Jud 


bur be will execute even the fie 


rceſtof his Vials 


of his vengeancy againſt 2 proud man; and when 


the Lord 


| ſay, whereare thoſe wretches mine 


enemies 2 thenthe Miniſters of God ſhall come in 
and fay, this man, was adrunkard ; and this man 
21. adulterer ; Yes (ſairthrhe Lord ) 1will plague 
them anon, buf, where are thoſe mine enemies > 
thoſe ſtout-hearted men. or women, that haced 


to be reformed 2 let me fee rhoſe 
troyed for ever. for * 


damned and de- 


ought 1 know, God 


bath a firange indignation. in fiore forthem, Nay, 


it ſhall be ſo executed-upon a 


proud 'man, that 


there ſhall be no reclaiming of it, and God will 
not be perſwaded.to pitty him. They ſhall call won 
Prov.1,26,27, 20ee ( faith the Text) but 7 will not anſwer 
a8, 


ſhall ſethe mee cor, bu aber ſhall 


that,it 15NOw 


pot finds mee, So 


though a. company of rebel- 


ltous wretches have no comfort upon their death- 
beds, and ' though a thouſand devils ſeaze upon 
ther, and hurry them:downe tohell, it is nowon- 
des, I fay cry and. call they may, bur God” will 
pot beare, them: Nay, the Lord will lavgh at thei 
deftrutiqn,and mocke when their fearecommeths 
Fr isa, griefe for a man to be in mifery;" but to be 
lughbed ar, that.is a plague of plagues; But, to have 
mercy. re;oyce inthe \25On of aman, this 


 makesthe plagueout of medure 


miſerable. 


If any man ſay thivis a falſe dorine, art? this 
15 £09 ſharpe and tovkeene. Brethren, wee dare doe 
3Q other, and wee canidoe 0 lefle, and you had 
better heare of it now while you may OR 
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then to heare of it, and feele ir hereafter when, 


there is no remedy. But, bere is the mainewound 
of our. Miniſtery, you will nor ſtoope nor yeeld to 
our Miniſtery, We ſpea ke not inwrath and anger, 
(as you imagine ) but in mercy ; wee now preach 
againſt a proud heart, that you may de-kambled, 
and finde. mercy, and ſo be comforted and faved 
for ever. Therefore take; your owne' ſhame, and 
the Lord prevaile upon.choſe hearts; which word 
and counſell cannot worke upon. And the Lord 


ow fit you for mercy, that you may receive iner- 
*:icfrom the Lord. That: is all the huet wee with 


you. Qhby that. you. would : ſo heare of: theſe: 

lagues that you Might never- feole them. [The 
Ly hath an old grudge againſ} a. proud beart, Go 
away you proud hearts, feare jandtremble. VWhen 
you are gone from the Congregation, dde nobiay; 
VWhat it he ſay fo, we —_— et,/and we 
ſeenone ofalltheſe judgements, and allthis winde- 
ſhakes.n@ <orne : 90, no, once inope anil-come in, 
and take the yoake- of Chriſt, andthe Lord make 


it calie, Goe in ſecret. and reaſontlius, Lord,. 
me {clfe ſt man,. 


have nog_Tonely; lifted 
like my-felfe ; but again and again his Or- 
emmy or rene a Jo 

of mee? and-it is yet mercythatkma' 
my 5 though I cannor bow my proud ſiezre's 
oh what mercy is this / You wives, thagke God 
that yet hee bath ſpared your-husbands, arid thar 
yet they, have breath.and being here:prayto God, 
oy may lay about then for humble bearts, 


thax ſo they may finde mercy againſt the evillday. 
| Cc3 Our. 
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Pſe.4- 


| hard forit, and pur forth'the beſt of your abili-/ 


Our God is very mercifull, but it is 150 conten- 


ding with him; Did ever any man provoke the Lord 
andprofper? Come intherefore, ſhame yourſelves, 


that the Lord may humble you now, and' ſhew | 


mercy to you hereafter.” | 
. The laſt-Vſe 1s for Exhortation: You feethe 


_ wocand miſery ofa proud ſpirit. VVhat 'remaines 


then, onely this 3 be exhorted, as you deſire to 


finde- favour with God, and to- receive mercy 
from 'him, now be content to be at his diſpoſing. 


Walke inthis way,and ayme at this marke ; ficive 


ties, that you'may get /hamble'hearts. / You muſt” 
not thinke that-everylazie wiſh, and every deſire 
will ſerve the'turne ;and that it will be enough to 
ſay, is it ſo'that-a*proud heart is ſo farte from 
beaven? I would:I had an/ hutable heart, and fo 
forth. Youmuſt not thinke that God will bring 
youto he.ven before you be aware of it, and that 
a humble heart will droppe' into your mouthes. 
The Saints of God have alwayes 'had it before 
they received Chriſt, and thou muſt have it too, 
if ever thou wilt have him, therefore make it a 
chiefe part ofthy daily taske to get it ; And ſuffer 
zo: thine "eyes' ro ſltepe, wor thine eye lids to ſlumber, 
nor the temples of thy head to take any reſt, before 
thou haſt rhis gracious diſpoſition of ſpirit. You 
ſee the price, the worth - and excellency of this 
bleſſed grace, doe not now let this grace lye lay, 
caſt itnot intoa bye' corner, bur in all your' de- 
fires covet this, 'and-iin all 'your hunting up and 
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downeafter commodities, prizethis more than all, 
and labour roget it above all, 

I know one man hath his eye upon the world, 
and another on his pleaſures, and every man faith, 
what ſhall wee eate, and drinke, and wherewith 
ſhall we be cloathed ? but doe not thou ſay, how 
ſhall I berich, or honourable, but how. (hall I 
get this bumble heat 2 What is: that to thy Joule, 
that thou art richand a- reprobate z and that thou, 


*- — 


art honourable and damned. If thow be once 


humbled z rhen thou art paſt the worſt. It is the 
choiſeſt Sk and the chiefeof thy deſires ſhould. 
be foran ble: heart., Now to draw cur hearts: 
to this; there axe three! conſiderations that ma y = 
ſcaſonable, 9d ſerviceable! to'this end, And 


aretheſe. - 
- Fixſt, Confider, that it. is poſſible to bave an 
humble heart... 


Secondly, Conlider the danger if. you: hl it 
not, I wilt not give a'ruſh for all that you can doe 
without ir, though you live Aferbuſclahs-dayes. 

Thirdly, Conſider 1 EA benefit that <0 
will cotne by this grace. + 2 

For the £8, It is poſlible- for any Soule: pre- 3. Motive. 
ſcar(for ought know orthat he knowes) tO get an 
humblc: heart, This may be-a provocation to us; 
ro ſetupenthis dutie: If -a manhad no hope to get 
this deſire, hee would have no heart to uſe an 
meanes for it, A man hadas good fit fttÞ, as riſe 
upand fajl, asthe'Proverbe is. But, ſeeing tr.is hs 
&ble, why'\may not thou, and, Loy any man 


Lord - 
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Lord for' ir, 'and fay; there hath" beene many - as 


hearcs, andas ſtout astnine {though 1 hae 

like adevill for my pride) got they have had 
this grace, and therefore (Lad ) why may not I 
have it as-well as they Þ who knows but God may 
give mean humble heart too? h my heart 
be now ſtout, and ftubborne,;and rebellious, yet 
Lord, I fee n6 command that forbids mee not to 
expe&this mercy,and I ſcenotruththat exclades 
mee; no, the Lotd faith in his command; humble 
your ſelves under the mightic hand of God, Yea, 
the Lord hath appointing meanes for the working 
ofthis grace, and hath ever bleſſed thoſe meanes 


for the (good-of others, and why not me'Lord > 


Lotd, haſt thoa'blefſedtheſe meaves to others > 
and made them ſtoope and yeeld, why wilt thou 
not bleſſe them to mee too Lord who knowes 
but God will doe i it for me,as well as iy hath done 
it for others? | 

Therefore goe thou toGod, and ay, The truth 
is (Lord)l confefle this haughtie a this rebelli- 
us heart:of mine will not come downe, i is not 


in mans power to pull dowhie my proud- heart : 


* No, it is not'inthe power of Angels to humble a 


roud heart : Lord, now take this tout heart, and 
faunble i ie,-and doewhat thou wilt with it ; didſt 
thou not tame the heart of Manaſſer, that Witch 
and Blood» fucker that made the of Ierwſa- 
km to ſwim with blood > 'Didſtnot thou humble 
him > and didſt not- thou bring downe the proud 
hearr- of: that ſturdy Taylor ?: and didft not thou 
tame the hearriof- proud perſecuting Savl> Didfi 


nor 
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no thou: make him come creeping in upoty his 
knees > Lord, thus thou haſt dine; Lis Pumble 
metoo* Thus importune the God of heaven. Nay, 
preſſe God with his promiſe,” and with that-e1 
© oa wheteby hee hath tyed himſelfe: ; The co. 2,13, 
dayof the Lord of Hoſts ſhall be '«yow every one'that 
is lifted up, and that is proud and lofiy, (faith the text) 
&nd be ſhall be brought low, and «pon all the Cellgys of 
Lebanon that are high and lified ip, and upon all + 
Oakes of Baſhan. That is, upon all mighty, vite, 
ſturdy, and unreaſonable men; and what then + 
ſhall be brought full low, and the Lord alone 
ſhall be exalted in chat day. The day of the Lord 
| ſhallbeuponall fleſh; preſſe God with this pro- 
miſe,and intreate the Lord torremember it, and 
ſay, Lord make all thoſe ſturdy hearts yeeld. Oh 
that this way be the day, and that I may beethe 
man, and that my beart may be the heart, that thy 
mercy and gracemay onely bee admired and; wog- 
dred at. Thus you ſee, that God may doe as much 
| foryou, as he tar doe for others, and it is poſ- 
on to get an humble heart, therefore labour 
or it, | | 
Secondly, as it is poſſible to get anhbumble heart, **Morire- 
fo, conſider, that if you miſtake your ſelves, * 
faile here, the danger is wonderfull deſperate, and 
fearefull, and thereforeuſe: ſo much more care and 
diligence, not tobe deceived therein. If you miſſe 
here, never looke to bee ſaved nor recovered here- 
after. Miſſe now, and you are undone for ever, its 
as much as your ſoules beworth : as your Humili- 
ation is, fo your _ y your A 
| an 
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 andyour obedience will bee. If thatbe noughr,al 


will be nought. It is obſerved by Philoſophers, 
and Phyfitiaps, that if there be any faulr in the firſt 
diſgeſture, it cannot be amended. iri:the next; if the 
ſtomacke digeſtthe meate ill, | the Liver can never 
make good blood.: So awonnd here, cannever be 

d. If the bottome. and: foundation" of 2 
building, be not ſound. and' ſubſantiall 5-rhough 


' the frame be never \ſo veate and handſome, yer 


there is no mending of it, it muſt beall puld down, 
and the ground-worke made more ſure, and there- 
fore when men-ſet- up, fome maine pillars to- up- 
hold a houſe, they diggedeepe and low, and et 
them ſtrong : So,if this worke of humiliation be 
not deepe and lo;y,enough, all the frames of a 
mans profeflion willfall downe, there is no mend- 
ding of it, If the foundationof the houſe be ſound), 
though the thatch and ſpars flye off, there -is ſome 
helpe : but if that be nought, the houſe will downe 


' whatſoever the other be: So, many weakenefſes 


py be ſugcoured, and the heart may be ſuſtained 
nder them all, 'if this .worke of humihation bee 
200d; but if a mari once proove falſe here,thy fairh 
and obedience will be nought, and the Spirit of 
God will.neyer. dwell; in thee, nor quicken thee. 
Sec what our. bleſſed Saviour: ſaith, Srrive:ro! exver 
;n at the ftraite gate, fc. This gate, or this entrance 
into life, is Humiliation of heart, VVhen the Soule 
is, looſened, from, and bids ,farewell-tofrnne, - and 
himſelfe,, then the. gate is-opened: Andas it.is in 
other wayes; It there be but one way or gate into 
an houſe, and the traveller 'mifſeth EIER: = 

= BEE cth; 


{1% 


— h—_ 


_ The Soule3 Humiltation. 


loſeth all his labour, and muſtgoback againerbur 
if heonceget in at thegate, he is ſafeenough then, 


Soitis here. - There is a moſt narrow way of Gods 


Commandements, and there is, but: one way 'or 
o2te into this happineſle, ' iris: narrow, and @ little 
gate; anda man muſt benorhing in his owneeyes, 
and if you miſſe this:gate, you loſe all your la- 
bour, and ſhall never come to: Salvation. If aman 
couldheareand pray all his dayes, yet, if hisheatt 
be not humbled, he, and his profeſkon ſhall goeto 
hell together. In Saint Afatthew the concluſion is 
very peremptary; .when the Diſciples were con- 
rending who ſhouldbe higheſt, Chriſt ſet a childe 


in the middeſt of them, and ſayd, Except you become wail, 1s, 3; 


as little children, you cannot enter 1m10 the Kingdome © 


of heeven. You may doe any thing with Infants, 
and all that they have todoe, istocry. Unleſſe you 
have humble hearts, you cannot enter into heaven. 
He doth not ſay, You cannot be great men, or, you 
cannot goe farre into heaven; buthe faith, Tow can- 
not emer.” Sothen, the danger being ſo great, and 


. the miſtaking ſo full of hazard, and —_ itis poſ- 


fibleto have it, therefore let us uſe all d1 
make this worke ſure; nt 


[gence to 


f 
Thirdly, conſider :the marvellous ' good that 3./Motive. 


God hath pramiſed, and which hee will beftow 
upon all that are truely humbled. And let alltheſe 
bee as ſo many cords ro draw us to looke for this 
bleſſed frame of .heart, We have need of all the 
motives in the world. I know itis achard matter” 
fora man tolay downe himſelfe, and his parts and 
all bis priviledpes in the duſts Lay, it is marvel- 

Dd 2 lous 
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lous irkeſome and tedious to the nature of a carnall 
man; but, itwill quitall his coſt in the end, When 
weſhall taſte of rhoſe ſweete bencfits that come by 
an hunfble heart, and have gotren Jeſus Chriſt; and 
mercy from-him: then it will never repeut us-that 
we have ſpent ſo wany teares, and made fo many 
prayers, and uſed ſo many meanes'to' pull downe 
the-pride of our hearts; Oh brethren, thinke 6f it, 
See and confider the admirable benefits, and'the 
exceeding great good that will cometo youthere- 
by. The gocd things that come by. a heartthat is 
ervely bumbled, they are ſpecially foure,- and with 
thoſe the truch and ſubſtance of whatſoever the 
hearr can crave ang deſire. | 

The firſt benefit of an humble heart, is this, by 
this meanes we come to be made capable of all 
thoſe riches of the treaſure of wiſedome, and 
grace,and mercy thatare in Chriſt: and not onely 
of the bleſſings fora better life, bur of all things in 
this life fo farreas they are good forus. 

Faſt; -wee are made capable of all thoſe trea- 
fures of wifedome, grace, and mercy that ate in 
Chrift, and for this. cauſe was Chriſt ſentto preach 
glad tidings tothe meeke as you heard before. All 
the Goſpell,andall theplad Tydings of -it doe be- 
long to an humble Soule.” And the Prophet Male- 
chy faith, Bebold, L will ſend my meſſenger ts prepare 
the waybefore me, andthe Lord whom 50 ſeeke ſhall 
feldenly come tnto bis Temple. Tohn Bapriſt was 
Chriſts harbenger, and hee made way for Chriſt, 
and when the way was prepared, Chriſt came im- 
mediatly : eare the Temples of the boly Ghoſt (faith 
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the Apoſtle.) Now, if the heart bec once pre- 
pared and humbled, looke then immediately for 
Chriſt. Are you not content tohave Chriſt dwell 
in yourbearts 2 If you will be humbled, and fo 
pre ; there 1s neither. want of love, nor ſpeed 
onhisput. This ſhould marvellouſly liftup the 
heart of cvcry man, to ſecke for this bleſſed grace, 
If thouare traly humbled, carenot for the love 
of men; the leve of Choiſt will ſatisfie thee, And 
though thy father, and mother caſt thee our of 
doores, and thy busband tumble thee out of his 
bed, yet if thoube truely humbled, Chriſt will bee 
in fiadoP er, and ray and-all comforts 
tothee. God hath but twe thrones and the humble. 


heart is one: Sothe Text ſaith, 1 dwel in tbe bigh Efa. $7439 


and boly-place, with him alſo that is of a comrize aud 
hunibl fpirit;@c. Ifrhe Lord Jeſus come rodwell 
inathyheart (and that he will doe) ifrhon be truly 
humbled) thencertainely he will provide for thee 
all needefull comforts for this-lite. See what Ze- 


phanie faith, Seeke yee the Lord all yre meeke of be 


earth, which have wrought -his judgement, ſeeke righ-Zep".2.3, 
teonſutſſe, ſecke metheneſſe, it. may om ſhall bebid in 


 theday of the Lords anger. When all things threat- 
ned defolation and defirution , ' ſee' who. they: 


werethat had {a fety promiſey,onely the mecke. 

- Bur fome will fay is it not better for a-man to. ..., 
be proud with the proud, and to play the Beare eh 
amongſt Beares, and the Lyon amongſt Lyons,and: 
to ſhift for ore ©. 


— <— 


No (faith the text) ſcebe mevkeneſſe, The humble Anſwer... 


Soule may take this to hiraſeife as his- part and 
ow 2 portion: 


? _ 
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portion: If there ſhould be defolation amongſt us 
as there is in Bohemia, inthe Palatinare, and in 
other Countcries, the humble ſoule ſhall be hid. 
When the mightie tall trees are blowne down by 
ſtrong winds, the little ſhrubs may be ſhakenalit. 
tle, but they ſtand till; they are ſafe and ſure, 
when the mighty Oakes are either horribly ſha- 
ken, orpuld up by the rootes: So, if ever you will 
ſeeke ſafety and deliverance, ſecke meekeneſle, and 
then you ſhall be hidden. When theproud heart 
ſhall be weltering in his blood, the Lofd will pro- 
vide aſhadow to ſuccour; arid cottifort- you.” If 
Chriſt dwell-in your hearrs, he is bound'to all re- 
parations. nfl 4 be .'s 
Secondly,as Humiliation of heartdoth eſtate a 
man into Chriſt, and his merits/and -all-proviſion 
in this kinde; ſo, it gives him the - camfort,.of all 
that good which hee hath'in Chriſt, There are 
many that have a rightto- Chriſt, and aredeareto . 
God, and yet they want much ſweete refreſhing 
that they might have, and as the Proverbe is, They 
never ſee their owne, becauſe they want-this Hu» 
miliation of heart in ſome meaſure. To be truely 
humbled is thenext way to be truely comforted. 
Eſay.6:,%, The Lordwill looke 10 him that hath an bumble con= 
trite heart, and trembles at his word, that is, -an hum- 
ble Soule,a poore Soule, a very beggar at the gate # 
of mercy; the Lord will not 6nely knowehim (for 
he knowes the wicked too in a generall manner) 
but he will give him ſuch a gracious looke, as 
ſhall make 'his heart dance in his breſt 5 thou 
poore humbled Soule, the Lord will give thee a 
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glympſe of' his favour whenthou: art rryed in thy 
trouble, and when thou lookeſt up to heaven, the 
Lord will looke downe upon thee, and. will re- 
freſh thee with mercy, It is that which- God hath 
prepared-asa ſweete morſell for his child, hee will 
revive the humble, Though the proud man ſhall 
ſit and ſwelter himſclfe in his trouble, yer the 
Lord will not onely bein the houſe, and heart of 
an hutnble man, but looke to him and revive him. 
It is the condition to- which the Lord Ft pro- 
miſed conſolation, and this humiliation of heart 
is the maine terme. of agreement, upon which 
God hath cver ſhewed mercy. Behold, 7 fland at y,, . .c 
thedovre and knocke, if any man heare my voyce and © © 
open, I will come intobim, and ſup with him, and hee 

with me, As when men ſup together and cate in 


Eſa. 57.15. 


_ theſame diſh, it argvesa ſweete rejoycing in the fa» 


miliaritie oneof another. I kno.y you would faine 
have much comfort; the Lord now knockes, if you 
will but open the doore, he will come into your 
hearts, and he will bring his owne proviſion with 
him; cven the ſeete cordialls of his grace and 
comfort; and he will refreſh you with thoſe con- 
ſolations whichthe eye of man hath nor ſcene, and 
the eare of man hath not heard,&c.onely the Saims 
of God ſhall feele them. Every valley ſhall be filled, 6 
(faith the text) and every hill ſkall be brought low, | 
and the crooked things ſhall bee made ſtraight, and then 
all fleſh Jball ſee the ſalvationof uhe Lord, When ſhall 
theyſec it £ whca thoſe things are. done that are 
there promiſed. /ohn Baj#/ft was-to make my = 
; ' | Nt A 
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Chriſt, arid thetext ſaith, Every valley ſhall be filled, 
that is, every deſperate CO heart, and 
every mountaine ſhall be levelled, that is, ev 
proud heart ſhall be humbled; and then all fleſh 
ſhall ſeethe Salvation of God; here is the cauſe 
| why wefinde not the aſſurance of Gods love that 
we might and ought to have; there are mighty 
mountaines of carnal reaſonings, and ſtrange miſts 
of diſcontentment betweene Chriſt and the Soule, 
and theſe keepe off the light of Gods love in Chriſt, 
which elſe would ſhine in@ur faces for our ever. 
laſting comfort. Now bee humbled and throw 
away all thoſe diſtewpers, and then the Lord Je. 
ſas who comes with healing under his wings will 
comfort you, and you ſhall fee the Salvation of 
God. There is a Chrift and Comfort in him, if 
your Soules be humbled, you ſhall ſee it, andefinde 
- theevidence of it; VWhenthe Sunne is neere ſet- 
ting, becauſe there is a mountainebetweene usand 
it, therefore we thinke it is ſet:-when it is not; 
whereas if a man were onthe rop of it, | hee ſhould 
ſeethe Sunne cleare : So itis with all thoſe moun. 
taineSof carnall reaſonings, they ſtand betweene 
the Lord Jeſus and thy Soule, and that is the reaſon 
why thou ſeeſt notthe light of Gods countenance 
-,, ſhiningupon thee. Be. 
The third be- Thirdly, we al 
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ſelves, but the words are univerſally ro bee under- 
Rood; whatſoever thouart, bee thou humble, aud 


the Lord ſhall lift thee up, It is impoſſible that the = 


cxaltationand aglory of an humble Soule ſhould 
be hindredby men, ordevils. Letthedevill andall 
his inſtruments labour ro caſt ſhame and diſ- 
grace upon thee; - nay, bee thy” condition never {© 
baſe and meane in: the worlds accour.t, be 'thou 


| bumbled, and it cannot bee hindred, bur that the 
 Lordwillcxaltthee, the Lord hath promiſed it, 


and thou beingas thou ſhouldeſt be, the Lord will 
doe what bebath .cngaged himſeclfe to, The Lord 
many..times for want of this, leave men'of great 
part, and gitts; in thelirch : they fret and are grie« 
ved exceedingly. becauſe ſuch apoore man findes 
agceprance, and is - Leen of, and, yet notren 
lookes after themy If you know ary ſuch;tellthem 
iris by-reaſge of their-pride, they ſeeke/theirowne 
honour,.and.not:Gods; they are not humbled bur 
ſeeke toexalt'themſelves.and God will abaſe them. 
Let them ſane and flatter, let then flatter ard diſ- 
ſemblenever ſo much (as moſt men doe toget ho« 
nours): yet Godwill abaſe them. And forthiscauſe 
God blaſts-one mans endeavours; andwithers ano- 
ther mans Fiſts, and brings himto ſhame, becauſe 


he is proud; whereas the humble ſoulethat is con- 


tent to-honour God in his abaſement, the Lord will 


ſet upthat man in mercy and goodnefle; the Lord Pi. :5 9: 


will teachthe bumble in his way. Doth the Lord 
care forgny mans parts or giſts, cr for his honorand 
reſpeQ? No.the ord bat 
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© not, that 1s, thi: gs that in the eyes of thewortd are 


accounted as nothing, thoſe hath God choſen, ro 
confound the haughtineſſe of the heants of provd 
men in this kind. See how David anfwered- 2:- 
chal when. ſhe mocked him, and ſfayd, Oh how oth- 
riow w.# the King of Iſrael this day, & 61s not this 
a goodly matter for the King to doc? See how he 
anſwers her, it was before the Lord who choſe mee 


Tatherthan thy father and all his houſe, and come 


manded me to be ruler over his people, and there= 
fore I will play beforethe Lord, and if this-be to 
be vile, I will yet be more vile. Thy father was 
naught, and thou art fo: roo, and heis gone to' his 
place. The meaneſt in allthe place wilt honour the 
bumble heart, but though happily the people 
may feare a proud man, yet they will neverhonour 

him in their hearts, i) $47 293% C18 
Fourth'y and laſtly, we have bleſſednefe inall 
that appertaines to an humble -heatt. #hoſoever 
humbles himſelfe as a lintle childe, ſhall be greateſt in 
the Kingdome of Feaven;, He dothnort fay, fee thar 
is greateſt and moſt loftie may haply be great, but 
he that is humble, and trembles at every truth of 
God, and every truth prevailes with him, and eve- 
ry terror awes him, hee ſhall be' greateſt in the 
Kingdome of heayen. You take it as a diſgtaceto: 
be reprooved by a ſervant, or an inferiour; but the' 
humble ſoule takes it whatſoever 'it is, and is'wil- 
ling to be reprooved by any; and hee that doth' 
thus, ſhall be inthe higheft degree of *prace here, 
and ſhall bee greateſt in the glory of heaven, _ 
, - be 
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be lifted up to the highelit pinacte of glory, the 
wider and deeper a veſlell is, the more: liquor it 
holds, So, Humiliation makes the heart wide and 
deepe : and as thy humiliation is, ſo ſhall bee'thy 
Faith, and thy Safitification,and Obedience is an- 
{werable, and thy. Glory ſhall be futeable. Now to 
conclude all. | | 
Doe you. conſider that it is poſſible to have an The conclu- 
humble heart? doe you conſiderthedanger if you" 
have itnot? and doe you conſider the good that 
comes by an- humble hearr, and doe you fir ſtill £ 
as he ſayd in another caſe. Me thinkes your hearts 
begin to ſtirre, and ſay, hath the Lord engaged 
himſelfe torhis? Oh then(Lord) make mee BS 
ble. Me thinkes your countenances ſay ſo, The 
Lord make mee and thee, and all of us humble, 
that we may have this mercy. Let mee make but 
this one queſtion to your Conſciences, and give 
me an anſ{were ſecretly in your ſoules, when the 
Lord ſhall cloſeup your eyes here, and put anend 
toyour pilgrimage; would you not be content to 
dwell with Chriſt in heaven £ which the Apoſtle 
did account his greateſt happineſle, to bee ever 
with the Lord, wee ſhall be ever with Chriſt to 
comfort us, when we ſhall be no. more with ſinne, 
to vexeand trouble us : would not you be content 
to bewith Chriſt? mee thinkes your hearts ſay, 
that's the end and upſhot of all, that's the end why 
welive, and pray, and heare, that we may be ever - 
_ with him. And doe not you meete wich many rrou- 
bles, while you are members of the Church Mi- 
Ec 3 ficant £ 
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litant ? I know you have ſometimes-diſtempers 
without, and troubles without, would you” not 
have comfort _ them all ? and what would 
you give: that Chriſt would looke* in, and aske 
* how your Soules, doe, and ſay thou art my redee- 
med, and Iam thy Redeemer, No, you know, all 
fleſh defires ir. Would you not bee content to 
have ſome honour in the Church 2-and'to leave a 
good name behind you, that the difgraces which 
wicked men caſt upon you, may not bee as a blor 
upon your names? and when you ſhall bee no 
more, and you: ſhall bid adue to friends, and ho- 
nours, and meanes, would you not be bleſſed? and 
though you would bee content to be the meaneft 
inthe Kingdome of heaven, what would you-give 
to be the meaneſt in heaven ? let mee put acondi- 
tionto you; getbut humble hearts and'you have 
all. Men, brethren, and fathers ; if therebee any 
Soule here, that is content in truth and finceritie 
tobe humbled, and tobe ar Gods diſpoſing in all 
.duties tobe done, doe not you make too much haſt 
x0goc'to heaven, the'Lord Jeſus Chriſt will come 
downe from.heaven 'and dwell in your hearts, hee 
will fit, and lye, and walke with you; his grace 
ſhall refreſh you, and his Wifedome ſhall dire& 
-you; and his Glory ſhall advance you, and as for 
happinefſe, take no thought for that, Everlaſting 
happinefſe, and bleſſedneffe, lookes and waites for 
,every. humble Soule; - Come (faith happinefle) 
thouthart: haſt beener'vile atid-baſe, 'and meane in 
thine owneeyes, andiin the contempt of the world, 
ITE; . come: 
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come, andbegreateſt inthe Kingdomie gf heaven. 
Brethren, though” I catinot prevatle. with . your 
hearrs, yet let happinefle, that kneeles downe, :and 
prayes you to'take mercy, tetthat(T ſay) + prevaile 


with you, And anfyere me now, who would not - 


be hambled e If any man'be ſo pin of his 
owne good : 1 haye ſomething to ſay to him, that 
may make his heart ſhake within) him. Bur, who 
wonld not have the Lord Jeſus' to dwell with 


him?2who would not have the Lord Chriſt by the 


glory of h's grace to, honour, and refreſh them# 
and that he ſhould fet a ctowne of happineſſeup- 


on their heads? Mee thinkes your hearts ſhould - 


earne for it, and ſay, oh'Lord breake my hearr, 'and 
humble me, that mercy may be my- portion for 
ever.. Nay, me thinkes every man ſhould” ſayj''as 


Saint Pas! did, 1 would to God that net ondly'F; 


bur all my children, and ſervants, 'wete-not' one] 
thus as Tam, butalſo (if ir were Gods willy thuch 
more humbled,that they might bemuchmore66m> 
forted andirefreſhed. 1220 0m pororr 
' TheLord in his mercy grant it.' Let #1] pafeiits: 
labour to bave their children humbled,” and every. 
maſter his ſervant. This will give them cheering 
of heart ,in that great Day* of: accounts': when 
palcnefſe comes upon your face,' and learitiefſe to 
your cheekes, then I know you wonld ave: your 
chjldren 'a good portion; then get ' their” Soules 
trucly humbled. Merhinkesit 'cheeres my Hedrt"45 
conſider of it; fa minconid'get hisoivheheirt, ad 
the hearts ofall, truely humbled, whenhee leaves 
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the world, .it bee could but ſay,. my wiſe is hym- 
bled, and ſuch a child, and ſuch a child, is;hum- 
ble; how comfortably might be goe away,and lay, 
though 1 goe away, and leave wife, and chuldren be- 
hind me, poore and meane inthe, world, yct I leave 
Chriſt with them. Brethren, though.you care. nur 
for-your ſelves, yet care. for your little ones, never 
leave exhorcing of them, never. leave. praying for 
thesn, 'and for your ſelves too,:that. you, andrthey 
may gettheſe humble heacts. VVhen you are. gone 
this willbe better for them than all the beaten gold 
or all the honours. in the world. ” 
There are many-that have heretofore ſtood: out 
againſt the Lord, and they would not come in, nor 
yeeld tothe conditions of mercy; all thoſe proud, 
hayghbty, arid rebellious ſpirits that have ſtood our 
againſt Gods Truth, his Word, and Miniſters, 
and have ſtood out long; ſome twentie, ſome thir- 
tie, and ſome fortie yeares, let all ſuch feare and 
tremble; and now refolye not to ſtand it out any 
more; but fince the Lord offers ſo. kindly to com> 
fort you, and to honour you. upon your Humilia- - 
tionz Now kiſle the Sonne,, be humble, yeeld to 
all Gods commands, take home all truthes, and be 
at- Gods difpoſing, ,Tite muſt be ſubje&ion, or 
elſe confuſion: will you out-brave the Almighty 
to his face, and will. you dare damnation ? as you 
love your ſelves take heed of it, As proud as you 
have beene cruſhedand. humbled. Where are all 
thoſe N'/mrods, and Pharavhr, and all choſe mighty 
Monarchs of the World? The Lord haththrowne 


WF them 
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them flat upon their backes,and they are in hellchis 
day. Therefore be wiſe, and be humbled under 
the mightie hand of the Lord. It is a mighty 


hand, and the Lord will be honoured, cither in: 


your Humiliation and converfion, or elſe in your 
—— = —_ _ the _ that is. threat- 
ned, and allt is © 'prevaile with 
your hearts, and though meancs cannot; yet the 
Lord prevaile with you : the Lord empty you, that 
Chrift may fill you,the Lord humbleyou, thac you: 


may enjoy happineſle, and peace for ever.. 
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